
ZONINGCOMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, October 23, 2014, @ 6:30 p.m. 
Jerril~ R. Kress Memorial Hearing Room 
441 4t Street, N.W., Suite 220-South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING: 

CASE NO. 14-10 (Text Amendments to 11 DCMR (Zoning), Chapters 7 & 8) 

THIS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL ANCs 

On June 20, 2014, the Office of Zomng recetved a request from the Office of Plannmg ("OP) requesting text 
amendments to Chapters 7 and 8 of the Zomng Regulations to clanfy regulations pertammg to the proxmuty of 
amma1 related uses to resiCienttal areas The OP Report served as the supplemental filmg descnbed m § 3013 1 At a 
public meetmg on June 30, 2014, the Zomng Comm.tSSlon set down thts case for a pubbc hearmg 

The proposed amendments address two mam tssues of adjacency 

1) Adjacency of amma1 uses to off-stte restdential uses A separation of twenty-five feet would be reqwred 
between the ammal use and property m a Restdence Dtstnct used for restdenttal purposes, and 

2) Restdential uses wtthm the same structure as the amma1 use, such as m a miXed-use restdenttal and retall 
bwldmg As part of the spectal exception revtew, the appbcant would have to document that the ammal use 
would cause no notse or odors unduly objectionable to restdential uses wtthm the same bwldmg Thls ts 
stmtlar to other spectal exception performance standards for uses whtch are also mtended to not result m 
objectionable condtttons 

In response to comments made by the Commtsston durmg tts dehberations, the Office of Plannmg also proposes to 
amend §§ 738 2 and 802 27(a) to remoye the prohtbttion agamst the boardmg of domesticated dogs at Vetermary 
Boardmg Hospttals Domg so wtll conform these provtstons wtth the Zomng Regulations that govern antmal 
boardmg uses (§ 735) and vetennary boardmg hospttals m the SEFC/CR Zone Dtstnct § 1803 16, netther of whtch 
prohtbtt the boardmg of domesticated dogs 

The followmg amendments to the Zomng ltegulations are proposed New text ts shown m underlme and bold type 
and struck text ts shown m s~u:gh 

Title 11 DCMR (Zomng) amended as follows 

Chapter 7, Commerctal Dtstncts 

1. 

735 

735 1 

Amend§ 735 as shown below: 

ANIMAL BOARDING 

An ammal boardmg use may be permttted as a spectal exception tf approved by the Board of 
Zomng Adjustment under § 3104 subject to the requtrements of thts section ZONING COMM15tSION 
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735 2 

735 3 

7354 

735 5 

735 6 

733 7 

'The ammal ae&1'6mg liSe shall aet aaut a R-esl6eaee Z:eae No portion of the animal boarding nse 
shall be located within twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for 
residential purposes; 

The ammal boardmg use shall take plaee eattft!ly wtthm &.R eaelesed &.REi seUREipreef audEitag m 
sueli a \V&y sa as te produce no nmse or odor-obJectlonable to nearby propertles, including 
resadential umts located in the same bwlding as the nse 

The applicant shall demonstrate that the animal boarding use will comply with the following 
conditions and any Board's approval shall be subject to the use's continued compliance With 
these standards: 

(a) The anunal boardmg use shall take place entlrely wtthm an enclosed &.REi seuR6pl'eef 
bwldmg, 

(b) The wtndows and doors of the pFeRHses space devoted to the animal boarding use shall 
be kept closed, 

(c) -aBEl-No anunals shall be penmtted man external yard on the prenuses, [(a), (b) and (c) 
ongznally m 735 3] 

(d) Ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste disposal contamers and shall utthze a 
quahfied waste disposal company to collect and dispose of all anunal waste at least 
weekly, and 

(e) Odors shall be controlled by means of an arr filtratlon system (for example, Htgh 
Efficiency Particulate Arr "HEP A" filtratlon) or an equtvalently effectlve odor control 
system 

The Board may unpose addittonal requrrements pertammg to the location of butldings or other 
structures, entrances and eXIts, buffers, bamers, and fencmg, soundproofing, odor control; waste 
storage and removal (mcludmg frequency), the species and/or number and/or breeds of antmals, or 
other reqwrements, as the Board deems necessary to protect adJacent or nearby property 

External yards or other extenor facilitles for the keepmg of anunals shall not be permttted 

Oeeupaaey fer a "Deg Cafe Ceater" er "Deg Day Cafe Cei!Hef," m~· eeRtmue the use ef liB 

el'Etemal yani fer 1:Be keepmg ef sags tf llJIJ'f8'ieEi ay 1M Beaf8 ef Z:8RIRg A£ljliSmteRt pursa&.Rt te 
§ 3194 IIREi 1M TeEflHI emeats ef dHs seette&: 

fa) 'The yaf8 sB.aH ae leeatee IIREi 8eStgaed te e£eate ae eeadtttea e9jeetteftll:91e te aEIJaee&t 
prepemes £estilmtg :fi:em IJRHBal &elSe, eeer, aati,ler waste 

(h) 'The applieaat sB.aH Eiemeft!Hfate 1:Bat 1M el'Etemal yare ·.viii ae feRae& eff fer tlie safe 
eeRfiRemeat ef1:1te Af!JR!als 

(e) The &.JipheaRt shall 8emeRStfa:te 1:Bat 1:Be eKtemal yafti ts leeated eattrely ea J'fl"late 
preperty 

(8) The Beanl sBall estal:lhsli 1:Be BelH'S JR wmeli Af!JIR&ls may ae kept JR 1M )'flftl, J'f87AEied 
1:Bat Be ammals shall ae peamtted lB tBe y&f8 aet\WieR 1M BBUfS ef 8 QQ I' m &.REi 7·QQ a.m 

2. Amend§ 736 as shown below: 
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736 

736 1 

7362 

736 3 

7364 

736 95 

736-+(; 

3. 

737 

7371 

737 2 

737 3 

7374 

737 5 

PET GROOMING ESTABLISHMENT 

A pet groommg estabhshment may be penmtted as a special exception If approved by the Board 
of Zomng Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of thls section. 

The pet groommg estabhshment shall produce no noise or odor objectionable to nearby 
properties, including residential units located in the same building as the use. aet ee leeateEi 
S:BEi EiestgBeEi te eFeate ae elJjeeaeBaele eea6tttea te aSJaee&t JWBpeRies FeSI:Ilaag &em IHH£B:al 
B9l9e, eEleF, 8f VJ&Ste 

The applicant shall demonstrate that the pet grooming establishment will comply with the 
following conditions and any Board's approval shall be subJect to the use's continued 
compliance with these standards: 

(a) All aruma! waste shall be placed m closed waste dlsposal contamers and shall utilize a 
qualrlied waste disposal company to collect and dlspose of all aruma! waste at least 
weekly, 

(b) Odor shall be controlled by means of an a1r filtration system or an eqwvalently effective 
odor control system, and [(a) and (b) orzgznally 735 4] 

(c) No amma1s shall be perm1tted m an external yard on the prennses [(c) ongznally zn 
736 7] 

The pet gi'98BHBg estaeltsiHaeat shall aet aeut 8:B eusaag FeStEleattal 'l:l9e eF R:esuieaee DtstFlet No 
portion of a pet grooming establishment use shall be located within twenty-five (25 ft.) of a 
property m a Residence District used for residential purposes. 

EK-temal y&F6s eF etheF extem!H faetbttes feF the keeptBg ef S:BHBals shall aet ee peFJBHteEi 

The sale of pet supphes IS perm1tted as an accessory use 

The Board may 1mpose additional reqwrements as It deems necessary to protect nearby properbes 

Amend§ 737 as shown below: 

PET SHOP 

A pet shop may be perm1tted as a speclal exception If approved by the Board of Zonmg 
Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of thls section 

The pet shop shall be located and des1gned to create no objectionable condition to adjacent 
propertles resultlng from an1mal nolSe, odor, or waste, including residential units located in the 
same building as the use 

The pet shep shall aet aeut 8:B eElStl:B.g FestEieattal BSe eF a RestEieaee DtstRet No portion of a pet 
shop use shall be located withm twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District 
used for residential purposes. 

External yards or other external facilities for the keepmg of anlmals shall not be perm1tted. 

The Board may 1mpose additional reqwrements as 1t deems necessary to protect adJacent or 
nearby propemes 
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4. 

738 

7381 

7382 

738 3 

7384 

738 5 

738 6 

738 7 

738 8 

5. 

739 

7391 

7392 

739 3 

Amend§ 738 as shown below: 

VETERINARY BOARDING HOSPITAL 

A vetennary boardmg hospttal may be penmtted as a spectal exception tf approved by the Board 
of Zomng Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of tins section 

A vetennary boardmg hospttal may board any antmal permttted to be lawfully sold m the Dtstnct 
ofColumbta, pursuant to DC Offictal Code§ 8-1808 (h) (1), tmeephiemesaeatea aegs 

No more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the vetermary boardmg hospttal may 
be devoted to the boardmg of ammals 

The vetennary boardmg hospttal shall be located and destgned to create no obJectionable 
condition to adjacent properties resulting from antmal notse, odor, or waste, including residential 
units located in the same building as the use 

The 'retefiBary ee8:fth:ag :hes,ntel siHHI aet &hat IHl 6!ftStlftg FeSISe&t:tal BSe 8f a Reslae&ee Dl8m:et 
No portion of a veterinary boarding hospital use shall be located within twenty-five feet (25 
ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for residential purposes. 

External yards or other external facilities for the keepmg of antmals shall not be permttted 

Pet groommg, the sale of pet supphes, and mctdental boardmg of antmals as necessary for 
convalescence, are penmtted as accessory uses 

The Board may nnpose additional requrrements as tt deems necessary to protect adjacent or 
nearby properties 

Amend§ 739 as shown below: 

ANIMAL SHELTER 

An antmal shelter may be permttted as a spectal exception tf approved by the Board of Zonmg 
Adjustment under §31 04, subject to the reqwrements of thts section 

The antmal shelter shall be located and destgned to create no objectionable condttion to adJacent 
properties resulting from antmal notse, odor, or waste, mcluding residential units located in the 
same building as the use 

The applicant shall demonstrate that the animal shelter use will comply with the following 
conditions and any Board's approval shall be subject to the use's continued compliance with 
these standards: 

(a) The antmal shelter shall uttltze mdustry standard sound-absorbmg matenals, such as 
acoustical floor and cethng panels, acoustical concrete and masonry, and acoustical 
landscapmg, [(a) ongmally 739 3} 

(b) All antmal waste shall be placed m closed waste disposal contamers and shall utiltze a 
qualtfied waste disposal company to collect and dispose of all antmal waste at least 
weekly, 
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739.-S4 

739.+5 

(c) Odor shall be controlled by means of an atr filtration system or an eqwvalently effective 
odor control system, and [(b) and (c) ongr.nally 739 4} 

(d) External yards or other external faculties for the keepmg of a,nunals shall not be 
permitted unless the entrre yard IS located a mmiiDUm of two hundred (200) feet from an 
extstlng residential use or Residence Dtstn.ct [(d) ongznally 739 6] 

,.YI amma:l wast;e sliaJI Be f!laeee m elesee waste diSflesiH eamemeFS IJ:BEi sfta:ll utilti!e a EtuahB.ee 
waste Elisf!esal eempii:By te eelleet 11:BEi EH&flese ef all S:tt:HBal waste at least y;eel4y Oder sfta:ll ae 
eeatrelled BY meii:BS efii:B &if B.ltrattea s:ystem er II:B eEJ.Uivaleatly etieett·,re eder eeatrel system 

The 11:B1iB1H sl:lelter sfta:ll Bet aBut II:B eJ£15tiBg FeSi661ltial use era R.ilstdeaee Dtstaet No portion of 
the animal shelter use shall be located within twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property ID a 
Residence District used for residential purposes. 

BJ£t~ yares er et:Ber eJ£temal: meikttes fer t:Be keSfliBg ef II:BiMS sfta:ll Bet ee f18rmtttee 'HBless 
t:Be eatife yare ts leeatee a IBHHfll'Hffl: ef 1;\ve :&liBEH:ee (2QQ) ieet fFem aa eJ£tstmg restdeattal use er 
R1!Sleeaee Dl5trlet 

The Board may liDpose add1t10nal requrrements as 1t deems necessary to protect adjacent or 
nearby propertles 

Chapter 8, Industrial D1stncts 

1. 

801 

801 7 

Amend§ 801 as shown below: 

USES AS A MATIER OF RIGHT (C-M) 

The followmg additional uses shall be permitted as a matter of nght m a C-M DIStnct, subject to 
the standards of external effects m § 804 

(a) An an1IDal shelter shall be permitted as a matter of nght subJect to the followmg 
standards 

(1) The an1IDal shelter shall utlliZe mdustry standard sound-absorbmg matenals, 
such as acousttcal floor and ce1lmg panels, acoustical concrete and masonry, and 
acoustlcallandscapmg, 

(u) AnliDal shelters shall place all an1IDal waste m closed waste disposal contamers 
and shall utJliZe a quabfied waste disposal company to collect and dispose of all 
anliDal waste at least weekly Odor shall be controlled by means of an arr 
filtration system or an eqwvalently effective odor control system, 

(lll) :t\mmal sl:lelteFS sl:I:IHI set &But II:B eJ£1Stmg FeSttieattiH use era R.ilstdeaee Dtstaet; 
No portion of an animal shelter use shall be loc;tted within twenty-five feet 
(25ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for residential purposes; 
and 

(1v) Outdoor runs and external yards for the exerciSe of anliDals shall be permitted, 
subject to the followmg requrrements 

(A) No anliDals shall be permitted m outdoor runs or external yards 
between the hours of 8 00 p m and 8 00 am , 
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2. 

80221 

80222 

80223 

80224 

80225 

(B) External yards and outdoor runs shall be enclosed Wlth fencmg or walls 
for the safe confinement of the arumals and the absorptlon of notse 
Fencmg and/or walls shall be a mmtmum of etght (8) feet m hetght and 
constructed of sohd or opaque matenals Wlth maxnnal notse- absorbmg 
charactensttcs, 

(C) No more than three (3) antmals shall be permitted Wlthm any extenor 
yard or outdoor nm at a tlme, and 

(D) No part shall be located Wlthm two hundred (200) feet of an eXIStmg 
residenttal use or Residence Distnct 

Amend§ 802 as shown below: 

An ammal boardmg use may be permitted as a special exceptlon tf approved by the Board of 
Zonmg Adjustment under§ 3104, subject to the reqwrements ofthts sectlon 

The ammal boardmg use shall be located and destgned to create no condttlon objeetlonable to 
adjacent propemes resulting from antmal notse, odor, or waste, including residential units 
located in the same building as the use 

The ammal boardmg use shall not abut a Residence Dtstnct No portlon of the arumal shelter use 
shall be located Wlthm twenty-five feet (25 ft ) of a Residence DtStnct used for restdenttal 
purposes 

External yards or other extenor facihtles for the keepmg of antmals shall not be permttted 

A pet groommg estabhshment may be permitted as a spectal exceptlon tf approved by the Board 
of Zonmg Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of thts subsectlon 

(a) The pet groommg estabhshment shall be located and designed to create no objectiOnable 
conditlon to adjacent propemes resulnng from antmal noise, odor, or waste, 

(b) All ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste disposal contamers and shall utilize a 
quahfied waste diSposal company to collect and dispose of all aruma! waste at least 
weekly Odor shall be controlled by means of an m filtratlon system or an eqwvalently 
effecnve odor contr<;>l system, ' 

(c) The pet gFeeRHBg esm'etishmeat shall aet a'eut liB eustmg :FeStdemial use eF a Resteeaee 
Dtsmet No portion of the pet grooming establishment use shall be located within 
twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for residential 
purposes. 

(d) External yards or other external factlttles for the keepmg of antmals shall not be 
permttted, 

(e) The sale of pet supphes Is permitted as an accessory use, and 

(f) The Board may tmpose additlonal requtrements as It deems necessary to protect adjacent 
or nearby propertles 
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80226 

802.27 

A pet shop may be penmtted as a speC18.l exceptJ.Qn If approved by the Board of Zonmg 
Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of thts subsectJ.on 

(a) The pet shop shall be located and designed to create no objectiOnable conditJ.on to 
adjacent propertJ.es resultJ.ng from antmal noise, odor, or waste, 

(b) The J')et sliep shall set aeut 8:B E!*:lstmg resuieattalase era R:esuleaee Dtstaet No portion 
of the pet shop use shall be located within twenty-five feet (25ft.) of a property in a 
Residence District used for residential purposes; 

(c) External yards or other external factlitJ.es for the keepmg of antmals shall not be 
penmtted, and 

(d) The Board may t.mpose additJ.onal reqwrements as It deems necessary to protect adjacent 
or nearby propertJ.es 

A vetermary boardmg hospital may be permttted as a special exception If approved by the Board 
of Zomng Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqwrements of thts subsection 

(a) A vetermary boardmg hospital may board any anunal permttted to be lawfully sold m the 
Distnct of Columbia, pursuant to DC Offi.ctal Code §8-1808 (h)(l), except domesticated 
dogs, 

(b) No more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the vetermary boardmg 
hospital may be devoted to the boardmg of ammals, 

(c) The vetermary boardmg hospital shall be located and designed to create no objectJ.onable 
condttJ.ons to adjacent propertJ.es resultmg from anunal n01se, odor, or waste, 

(d) The vetefJBary B9Riftg BeSf'ltal sfta11 &et aBltt 8:B &JUStmg resuiestialBSe 9f' 8 R:eS!Se&ee 
Gl8tF1et No portion of the veterig.ary boarding hospital use shall be located within 
twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence Distnct used for residential 
purposes; 

(e) External yards or other external facthtJ.es for the keepmg of antmals shall not be 
penmtted, 

(f) Pet groommg, the sale of pet supphes, and mcidental boardmg of antmals as necessary 
for convalescence, are penmtted as accessory uses, and 

(h) The Board may tmpose addttJ.onal reqwrements as It deems necessary to protect adJacent 
or nearby propertJ.es 

Proposed amendments to the Zonmg RegulatJ.ons of the Distnct of Columbta are authonzed PUI'SlUPlt to the Zomng 
Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat 797, DC Official Code§ 6-641 01 et seq) 

The pubhc hearmg on thts case wtll be conducted as a rulemakmg m accordance wtth the proVISions of§ 3021 
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How t() participate as a witness. 

Interested persons or representatives of orgamzations may be heard at the pubhc heanng The Com.mtSston also 
requests that all Witnesses prepare therr testunony m wntmg, subnnt the wntten testunony pnor to giving statements, 
and hnnt oral presentatlons to summanes of the most unportant pomts. The apphcable tune linnts for oral testunony 
are descnbed below Wntten statements, m heu of personal appearances or oral presentation, may be subnntted for 
mcluston m the record. 

Time limits. 

All mdlVlduals, orgamzatJ.ons, or assocmtJ.ons WlShmg to testify m this case are encouraged to mform the Office of 
Zomng of therr mtent to testify pnor to the heanng date Tins can be done by mail sent to the address stated below, e­
mail (donna.hanousek@dc gov), or by calling (202) 727-0789 

The followmg maxunum tune hnnts for oral testunony shall be adhered to and no tune may be ceded 

1 
2 

Orgamzations 
lndlVlduals 

5 mmutes each 
3 mmutes each 

Pursuant to § 30203, the Com.mtSsion may mcrease or decrease the tune allowed above, m winch case, the pres1dmg 
officer shall ensure reasonable balance m the allocation of tune between proponents and opponents 

Wntten statements, m heu of personal appearances or oral presentations, may be submitted for mcluston m the record. 
Wntten statements may also be SDbnutted by nwi to 441 41b Street, N W, Swte 200-S, Washmgton, DC 20001, bye­
mail to zcsubm.tSSlons@dc gov, or by fax to (202) 727-6072 Please mclude the case number on your subDllSslOn. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACT THE OFFICE OF ZONJNG AT (202) 727-6311. 

ANTHONY J. HOOD, MARCIE I. COHEN, ROBERT E. MILLER PETER G. MAY, AND MICHAEL G. 
TURNBULL -- ZONJNG COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, BY SARA A. 
BARDIN, DIRECTOR, AND BY SHARON SCHELLIN, SECRETARY TO THE ZONING COMMISSION. 
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