
The Downtown 
Cluster of Congregations 

1313 New York Avenue, N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20005 • (202) 347-7015 • Fax (202) 347-4630 

Zoning Commission for the 
Distrlct of Columbia 

441 4111 Street, NW 200 Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

6~ptembe1 24, 2010 

Re: Zoning Commission Case No. 10-18 
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I am writing in support of the text amendment pt{'posed in ?orting Commission Case No. 10-18. It is 
my undc:rstandiug that this text amendment w:ill expand the types of Ie.;;taurant uses permitted as preferred uses 
for the ground fi(ior of developments in Square 375. This expansion wiil allow .fast casual restaurants as well as 
coffee shops •. d~iis and ice cream shops to occupy the grolllld floor space of the new development of the First 
Cor.~'Tegational United Church of Christ at lOth and G Streets, NW, as well as any future redevelopment of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library. 

As the Executive Director of the Dov..nto\\n Cluster of Congregations, I am quite concerned about 
expanding job opportunities - it is important that retail and other uses occupy ground flpor fron~e. This 
proposed amendment will expand the range of restaurant uses that can ne located in new deYelopments in this 
square, which will bring more job opportWlities and likel)' enliven the ndghb(.)rhood significantjy .. 

I am very ehcouraged that in this depressed, recessionary time~ the redevelopment of the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ site in Square. 375 ··in its original location- is moving forwfl.rd. It is a 
noteworthy achievement that a religious congregation has opted to st?.y in the heart of downtown, helping to 
meet spiritual and community needs. 

In short, I strongly support the proposed text amendment as it will facilitate jobs. community serving 
uses, and enhanced activity for the neighborhood. I appreciate your consideration of my commen '. 
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