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Du.poat Circle Ad.visol:y Nelgbborhood Commissio.a 2B c:::= 
<:::= 

May28,2010 

MT. Al6uay J. Dofood, Qraiuaau 
ZOning Commission 
Office of Zoning 
~49 4~ S!JcetNW:o ~lll/219 Sorllh 
Washington, DC 2000 I 
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My name is Ramon Estrada and liBm the Commissioner for SMD 2809 bordering 14111 and U Streets on the 
SotJ(bwat oomcr. llmve served as ils Commiflsion~ f(lf four terms, or eight :ye;m, and f have served as 
Chainnau of the Dupont Cirete ANC furtmtierms. My SMD is affectectby ""3' change$ in the A~ Overlay 
Djstrict regulations including tbe proposed teXt amendment Moreovcrp I attended tbe Logan Circle Arts Overlay 
Roview Committee RJeetings during the Summer of2009. 

I am writing this letter to you ~JJ~d d:be Zoniug Commissjon to discuss and comment on Case No. 1 (1-07, TIU(t 
Amendment to AUow Additional Flexibility fbr Eating and Drinking Establishments Within the ARTS Overtay 
Distrid'. 

First, contnuy to some reports in Ute media and Setdown Report fi'om OP, ANC 28 did 'NOT support the 
~datitms in tbe Logan Circle Arts 0vcrmy Committee Report. _We t.-nduased the review afthc 
reguJatiotlS by the aroup amt its dfolts to revisit tbe purpose aod goals of the arts distriCt. I have attilched oiU 
leUm of September t3, 2009 wbich lists ounnotion. Dori_ngtbe diseussion at OQT ANC meeting we objected to a 
number ofrecommmdations, inclnding the percentage outlined for eating and drintdng csiJJbJisbments. Now~ 
have a speclfic propasal :&om OP to ~ider nW!iag the peteeatage :from 25% to SO%. 

Second, our Zoning and Historic Preservation Committee considered "dle proposed te24 ameJl(lment at a special 
meeJin8 heJd on May 9 and made a~ t.o the fuJI ANC at its meeting on Mq 12. 20J 0. The motion 
that was adopted by a vom of6-2, with eight of nine Commissioners ~g. is reproduced here for your 
review: 

W'hema the goals for the Uptmm A.rV Overlay District inchtde the promolion uf arts •es and z 0 
etlCOTll'tl8emenl of tire development and preservation of orts-re.lated bualnes8es and Ol'gaJJizotion..Y, o ~ 

~E - ~ . 
Wheretll the OP stqffhas f1IOde "proposal to the ZC to increase tJte mmzber t1/ eating tmd drinkin~ 8 () 
establishments to a 11Ul1dmum of SO% without .vtudyU,g ~htJ impact 011 ana-related activitiea and 8 0 
~a ret~.U'ld~Jkolflllnber for etltilfg ond drinking es/4b/.ishment.~ <-' 0 .--J 

z-c 2 
'JVIrereaY the Logan Circle Arts Overlay CQIIunil.l'--e report recotnnr.ended that the dfljinition of ar/8 i&e ~ ~ 
modified to remmre bars l.llld realmll'tmts, w 
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~ new rukienPal•tkvelo,pllllinl.v In thtlllh and U nsighborhood are increoatng the reaidential 
density, the ZC neeth to e8ttlbfuh and enforce a lfmflto ]I1TJteCt the amrfrom over concentration of 
-emmg and drinking estalill.•hments and the attendanJ. n.uiaance.• that impact re.dde"ts such as late night 
nai.,e, rots, imd b1QC/cage.f of their alley,,, 

Thervore, he it resolved that ANC2B urges the OP to withdraw its proposal and l'fJcommends that the ZC 
l'etrll'n the fJ"'P(JJaJ to_OP and thtlt tire ZC direclthe OP stojfto MvJy the impoct:r on arts-telated 
businesses. as orlginofly C()11.t:ei1Jed and modified in thu regulations guvemfng the .Am Overltr}' DtstJ>ict. 
and to rejonnulate the pi'Qposal. 

The Zoning Committee did not w.mt to support the block by block method because We felt that we could not 
din!ct development in tbis manner effectively. Business owners and entrepreneu,s would like to IOQate their 
operations without this kin~ of steering. fftbe Logan Circle ANC wants more eating and drinking establishments 
in their part of the Arts District, then perhaps we cnn designate their blocks south of 14tb and S for future eating 
and drinking estahl.i.sJuneuts. eveu tbougb they have expQrienced several .recent closings .such as c.aii. S.aJsa and 
Mar de Plata. We have observed that there just isn.'t enough lbot ~to support these new businesses and that 
is wily so many of the new eating and drinking cst&.bJishments have decided to locate near 14th and U wberc there 
is foot tratrrc. 

Our Zoning Committee is :fiJle with keepins the 30% cap on eating and drinkin8 cstabJJshmeuts throughoutlhe 
Arts District, but Jet's not change lt~ For t.bose of us wbo have Uved in the J41h and U neighborhood for 
many years, we have been p¢icntty waiting for the percentage of eadng and drinldng establishments to reach 
2S%. We were looking forward to enforcement of the regulation by the Zoning Administrator, as we have 95 
eating ud drinking e.-.blishments, .aU within walkiug dUit.ance. How maay more do we need? Our residential 
blocks have been i:mpaded by parking issues, rat infestation, late night noise and traffic that cOmes with so many 
eating and drinking establishments. 

We want mtlt'e diversity and ba.1am:c in our neighborhood busi~ mctuding a variety of retail and service 
operations to serve uur increased residential cl.,nsit.)', as well as more arts-related organizations, activities and 
bUsine$SeS. We we~Gome twa new bu~nesses-Room and Board Furnishings at the «'met of J4d1 and T and 
Gcmpt:own Valet at 'lhe comer of 131b a:nd U Streets--as examples of what we are looking to attraet to our 
neighborhood t~a it continues to deNeJop and thrive. 

RespectftJIJy submitted, 

Ramon .EstradJb MBA 
Commissioner A'NC 2809 
Zoning and Historic Preservation Committee 
Chairman Bmeritus, A NC 28 
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*** -
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Dupont1Cirde Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B 

September 13,2009 

Ms. Harriet Tregoning 
Director, DC Office of Planning 
Frank D. Reeves Municipal Center 
2000 14th Street. NW 4th Floor 
Washington, DC 20009 

Re: DC Zoning Review: Uptown Arts Overlay ("ARTS") District 

Dear Ms. Tregoning: 

At Its regular meeting on September 9, 2009, the Dupont Circle Advisory 
N"fghborhood Commission rANC 28" or aeommissfon") considered the above­
referenced matter. With nine of the nine Commissioners present, a quorum at a 
duly-noticed public meeting. the Commission approved the following motion by a 
unanimous ~~ {~·!'}: 

ANC 28 supports and encourages the report of the Logan Circle ANC Committee 
"'" ..._, • '='*"'"" Art$ nv.:-rr~:~~y A"t1 h"!'~~ it m('.N.-~ tr,!'Wqrt:.f, however we have 
questions and concems about several specific recommendations. 

I wfll be the C'""mmi$.slon'$ repM1;AntE'tiv~ on ttlls ~~,. ~nr.t ("..?Jn ~ reR(".h~ ~t 
{202) 833-4440 or by,e-mail at milse.silversteln@duoontci[Cieanc.nm. 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

Si_nce~ly, 

Mfke Sil~!'!!~ 
Chairman 

":'":': ~.~~~ 1 .":'·.:~. ~~-'2~~~~. ~".:'':.~ ~! !".:'~~~= l'.~!'.!'!trnent 
Anthony Hood, Chairman, DC Zoning Commission 
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