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ZONING COMMISSION OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Z.C. ORDER NO. 10-06A 

Z.C. Case No.10-06A 
D.C. Water and Sewer Authority 

(Modification of Approved Plans for Water Tower) 
December 8, 2014 

SUMMARY ORDER 

The Distnct of Columbia Water and Sewer Authonty ( "Applicant") submitted an application to 
the Zomng Commission for the Distnct of Columbia ("Commissmn") for the review and 
approval of a modification to the design of the water tower to be constructed by it pursuant to 
Zomng Commission (''Z.C.") Order No 10-06, dated May 10, 2010 

That approval was made pursuant to 11 DCMR § 2523.1, whtch authonzes the constructiOn of a 
water tower owned and operated by the Applicant on unzoned property owned by the Distnct of 
Columbia and located on the East Campus of Saint Elizabeths Hospital (11 DCMR § 2523 1 ) 
Because the proposed tower exceeds 90 feet m height, review and approval by the Commission 
was reqwred. (11 DCMR § 2523 2.) Subsections 2523.4 and 2523.5 permit the CommiSsion to 
approve the tower without a heanng Fmally, § 2523.8 provides that a request to modify an 
approved design shall be subject to the same review cntena and approval process as set forth m 
§ 2523. 

Z.C Order No. 10-06 approved the design of a 2,000,000-gallon and approxtmately 175-foot 
htgh water tower with certam aesthetic design elements, mcludmg an external screen for the 
water tower structure and landscapmg Subsequent to that approval, the Commissmn of Fme 
Arts reviewed the project and expressed concerns over the architectural screening. The design 
presented to the Histone Preservation Review Board ("HPRB") did not include the architectural 
screenmg. Therefore, HPRB' s recommendation that the bwldmg permit be cleared was 
predicated upon the absence of screening. The National Capital Planmng CommiSSion 
("NCPC") also approved the design without the screemng and recommended that the tower be 
patnted light m color with no lettenng. 

The Applicant, therefore, requested that the Commission approve the removal of the extenor 
aesthetic design elements of the water tower and allow It flexibility to patnt the water tower with 
a hght color and modify the design to provide any Illumination or lighting required for 
mitigation, safety, or secunty purposes 

The CommiSSion provtded proper and timely notice of the public meeting on thts application by 
mail to Advisory Neighborhood Commission ("ANC") 8C, whtch serves the junsdiction m 
whtch the East Campus of Satnt Ehzabeths Hospital Is located. ANC 8C, m a report dated June 
18, 2014, whtch was submitted mto the record, mdlcated support for the application. 

The DC. Office of Planning ("OP"), m a report dated November 26, 2014, found that the request 
was consistent with § 2523 of the Zonmg Regulations. OP recommended that the Commission 
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approve the apphcatmn and mochfy Conchtton No 1 of Z C Order No 10-06 to remove 
references to the screenmg and to permtt the flextbthty requested 

Based upon the record, and havmg constdered and gtven great wetght to the reports of OP and 
ANC 8C, ,the Commtsston concludes that the Apphcant has met the burden of satisfymg the 
applicable standards under 11 DCMR § 2523 

Because thts order wtll not be adverse to any party, and pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3100 5, the 
Commtsston has determtned to wruve the requrrement of 11 DCMR § 3125 3 that findings of fact 
and conclustons of law accompany thts Order. 

It ts, therefore, ORDERED that the request for rnodtficatmn of the approved plans be 
GRANTED, provtded that the condttions of approval set forth m Z C Order No 10-06 shall 
contmue to apply, except that Condition No 1ts mollified to read as follows 

1 The water tower shall be consistent wtth the baste water tower destgn mcluded m the 
Applicant's Exhtbtt 3 filing, provtded, that the Applicant shall have the flextbtlity to pamt 
the water tower wtth a hght color and modify the design to provtde any tllummation or 
hghtmg requrred for mtttgation, safety or secunty purposes 

On December 8, 2014, upon the motion of Commtsstoner Mtller, as seconded by Vtce 
Chatrperson Cohen, the Zomng Commission ADOPTED thts Order at tts pubhc meetmg by a 
vote of 5-0-0 (Anthony J. Hood, Marcte I. Cohen, Robert E. Miller, Peter G. May, and Michael 
G Turnbull to atlopt) 

In accordance wtth the provtstons of 11 DCMR § 3028.9, thts Order shall become final and 
effecttve upon publication m the DC Register, that ts on July 31, 2015 


