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Re: Text Amendment- Definition of Building Height: Case No. 02-35 

Members of the Zoflii.lg-Commission: 

On behalf of The John Akridge Companies, this letter is to comDient on the 
proposed text set forth in the Notice ofProposed Rulemaking published in the D.C. 
Register on July 4, 2()03. The John Akridge Compa.rti.es are the prospective 
purchaser of the air rights parcel over the Union Statiop. rail yards from the 
General Services Administration. On their behalf, Holland & Knight appeared at 
the public hearip.g on March 17, 2003, to encourage language suggested by the 
Office of Planning that would provide for a definition of natural grade pemritting 
measurement from an establlshed existing grade prior to construction on the 
particular site. 

The proposed rulemaking text confirms the ability of The John Akridge 
Companies to mea_sure from the bed of the upper trac~ at elevation of 
approximately 55' at mid-property since such elevation is the ~disturbed existing 
grade as defined iil the new definition. of natural grade of the proposed amendment. 
This point of measurement eomports with the discussions and ruling that we had 

iflli COfllllfRmlR.obert Kelly, then Zoning Administrator, and discussions that we have had 
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with the Office of Planning. A copy of the Zoning Administrator's ruling is 
attached. 

Please enter this letter in the official record of these proceedings. 

WSQ:Isn 
Attachment 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 

Br. tt/};~~· 
Whayne S. uin I 

cc: Denzil Noble; Acting Zoning Administrator 
Andrew Altman, Director, Office ofPlanning 
Ellen :McCarthy, Deputy Director, Office of Planning 
Joseph Svatos, The John Akridge,. Companies 
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