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RECEIVED 
'~ C OFFICE OF ZONING 

Gol>ernment of tbe J)istritt of Columlffa · -
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISS~R 22 ftf1 9:·35 

P.O. Box 40846 . 
P1llisades Station 

Wasbington, D.C. 20016 

March 19. 2010 
By Facsimile 

Mr. Anthony Hood, 
Chairman, DC Zoning Commission 
Suite 200/.2105 
441 4111 Street NW 
Wasllington DC 2000\. 

RE: George Wasbingtcm Univerttity's Mount Vernon Ca~pus Plan 

Dear Chairman Hood: 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3~D hcl_d its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 
Wednesday. March 3, 2010 nt Sibley Hospital's Ernst Auditorium. Proper notice of this meeling 
was given in the Northwest Current. on the Palis_ades list serve nttd through the ANC3D website. 
A qllorum (5) was pt·csent at all times. One of the items on the ngenda was the Gcot-ge 
Washington University's Mount Vernon Campus Plan. ANC3D had co.nsidercd the GW Campus 
Plan during a~ least three of its previous meetings. as well. · 

ANCJD voted unanimously (5~0) to approve the GW Campus Plan with certain condition~. OW 
bas agreed to aHjlofthe ANC's conditions except one. the student population cap. und bas 
included the agreed conditions in its final Plan proposal that it submitted to the l.oning 
Commission. The single condition on which GW and ANC3D disagree is the student cap. GW 
is proposins that il be allowed to increase the daily St\ldenl cap on the Mount Vernon campus by 
15% and to increase the FTE by 1 0%. 

cap; 
ANC3D's condition of approval ofthe Campu.~; Plan has the following limitations on tile 

There shall be an im~rease i_n tbc: daily student eount llf 10% and in the FTE count of 
5%. Thcseo iner~wcs would be the same ns 1\ daily head count of 1,650, and a dail~ 
FTE count of I ,050 students. At the end of 5 years from tbe date or the Zoning 
Commission Order, the University can return to the eomJ'tn~nity, ANC3D and the 
Zoning Commission to s~k au increase hi the student caps by an additional5%. 
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ANCJD !eels strongly that the lower cups on which it has conditioned its approval are 
reasonable for several reasons. Until now, the GW Mount Vernon Campus has housed le~::~ than 
500 students. This fall (2010) that number wilJ jump to 700 students living on campus with the 
completion of the new Pelham Hall dormitory. which was approved under the prior campus plan. 
In adqition, the proposed renovation lo Ames Hall. which is planned under the proposed campus 
plan to take place in the very neat· lenn, will add another 1.000 classroom seats on Lhe campus. 
In other words, a dramatic increase in activity on the Mount V cmon Campus- so111~ from the 
previous campus plan- is expected to occur in the next 18 months. As the ZoniJ)g Commission 
knows. the Mount Vernon Campus is located in the middle of a residential area that is zoned 
R-1-A and R-1-B. We feel that limiting the !t"tudent caps to wh~t ANC3D ha.o; conditioned its 
approval upon will allow the oeighborhood to asses the impact of this increased activity on a 
gradual basis. the ANCJD condition also aflows the university to return to the community. the 
ANC and the Zoning Commission in five years to petition for the balance of the increallc they are 
requesting. so it is fail· ami reasonable \o both sides. 

The other conditions to which., we understand, GW agrees ore the following: 

I. The "W'' Street entrance will be closed to vehicular traffic except in emergency 
situations and on move-in and move-oul days. 

2. The "W" Street pnrking lot wm be eliminated. and this area will be improved tmd 
enhanced through a new landscapi_ng plan for··~("' Street and Foxhall Road. . 

3. A 10 ft. wall wilJ be built on 1he north side of th.e athletic field to t\Lrthcr reduce noise 
impacts. Also. no lighting will be added for the athletic field. and no amplified sound will be 
permitted a1\er 7 p.m. except in 1he event of a tic game or for 12 special events a year. 

4. The 2010 OW Mt. Vernon Campus Plnn shall be approved under current zoning 
regulations that address Colleges and Un1versities (Title J 1, Section 210) and any further 
proce..'k<~ing of the campus plan shall be su~jcct to Section 21 0 to the cxlcn\ possible and shall 
meet with the approval of the ANC and ~h~ C{lmmunity befure proceeding to the Zoning 
Commission. 

5. OW will continue to run its shuttle bus program. but will not inct·ease the size ofthe 
bu~es ~sed beyond the size currently used (26 seats). as dewrmined by ~eat count 

6. OW "~11 in~all timers on the tennis court lights within one year of the date GW filed 
its proposed Campus Plan with the Zoning Cumrrtission 

7. GW will respect and implc~'lent any and all agrcemenl"' made witb neighborhood 
groups regardless of whether they fall within the scope of the 20 l 0 Campus Plan. 

ANC3D commends Geot·ge Washington University lbr developing u campus plan in full 
cooperation with their campus neighbors tlml should be compatible with the R-1-A and R-1-B 
~one districts which abut the OW Mt. Vernon Campus. There have been a st.'Ties of planning 
meetings with the neighborh.olld. nnd it appears tha\ every et1br\ has been made by GW to 
accommodate I he needs of such groups. 

Nonetheless, J\NC3D \trges lhe Zoning Commission to implement the George 
Washington Mt. VctilQI12010 Campus Plan with all of the Cllnditions the ANC30 has attached 
to its appt-oval, csp~X:ia_lly the reduced student cnp to be fair to I he surl'Ounding neighborhood. 
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And, ANC3D requests t_hnc Lhe Zoning Commission gj'fe its determination the gi·eat weight to 
which it is entitled in your decision. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, . 

1 t:""C ' I ; \ '1 u,;·l._tfl~iJ.; C- C.J.--
Eliza~ B. Sand7.u i 

Chair, ANCJD 

Cc: Alicia O'Neil. ,·ia email 
David Avitabile, via email 
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Facsimile to: 

To: Anthony Hood, Chair 
D.C. Zoning Commission 

DEWEY & LEBOEUF LLP 

t<ECEIVED 
D.C. OFFICE Of ZONING 

ZOIO MAR 22 Ali 8: 35 

From: Elizabetb B. Sandza, ~~CJD Chair 

Date: March 19, lOJ0-03-19 

Fttx Number: 202-727-6072 
Phone Number: :ZO:Z-727-631 I 

elm number: 399050 - 000771 

f~_,~ k~M~ 
~~~~~.z~~ 
~~~~ t- ~~ 
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