Zoning Commission Case No. 08-30 (1-29-09)
TESTIMONY of Ron McBee for ANC6D

Commissioners and staff, good evening, I am Ron McBee, Advisory Neighborhood
Commissioner for ANC 6D03. My single-member district borders this project. This
evening I represent both my SMD and the Advisory Neighiborhood Commission (ANC
6D) on which I serve. Our ANC has a quoram of four.. Onlammylzﬂ’ihemomn
passed 6-0, wxﬁxoneabstam% to support the application, contingent upon ANC
reaching, on before Jan ,aﬁnaimmmmmybmeﬁtsagmem;mdfuﬁher
pmwdedmyleﬁeroprpmtmchldesmmvaumabommehmg!nofﬂwembemshmmt
A motion for Ron McBee to represent ANC6D before the Zoning Commission was voted
6-0 with onc meniber not voting. On January 27% 2 motion to accept the community

benefits agreement was passed 5-0 with two absenting.

We support the application this evening being put forth by West Half 1, LLC; West Half
2, LLC; and West Half 3, LLC.

First, many of us had problems with specific design issu¢s. Primary was the metal screen
embemsimentonﬂmcomomedHaESueetsSEﬂmtemdsmlm&etmdhasa
flag pole on top of it to make the total height 160 feet. 'In cur dialogue with Akridge,
they have reduced the mass of the embellishment and the height is below the light
stanchions at the National Stadium. Secmdlyﬂieloadmgdocksmduuckn'afﬁc
presented issues. Akridge has agreed to support 4-30 foot loading docks and the
applmantagmes“mkmndmlenglhofmmksm%fmmgdmydehvmes, ete; due
to the width of Van Street SE (50 feet).” Thudly,moreover,mrmamconcemedabnut
traffic flow around this project - spec:ﬁcaﬂythemtersectwnofVmSu'eetmdMSueets
md&ekafﬁcegeuposedmuesmmsmmembmmmﬂybemofm
juxtaposition to the major intersection of M Street and South Capitol. Discission was
hadonhmwngngtuunnsonlyontoMStreetSWﬁ'omVanSu'eetSEasweHasﬁnﬁﬁng
left turns into Van Street SE from M Street SE for traffic heading West on M Street.
Smcenomofushasn:amgmu'aﬂicanalyslgwelooktoﬂxeDCDepatmmof
Transportation and this Commission to efisure the smooth flow of traffic around the

project once completed.

We thercfore support the current project application that has been put forward to the
Zoning Commission. The applicant has entered into a Community Benefits Agreement
with ANC6D and the Near SE/SW Community Benefits Coordinating Council. The g
applicant ag'eesthat;thﬂwgemeZomngCommmswntomchdeﬂusAgrementasa %”5
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condition of approval in the Zoning Commission Order in Case No. 08-30.”

OF-30

The Agreement includes such important items for our residents as employment for our
6D residents where the applicant will recruit construction workers froim ANC6D; provide
an overall 5% “first source” employmﬂgoalforquahﬁedm:denrs tie-breaking
preferences for LSDBE companies headquartered in ANC6D andqualrﬁedworkcrs
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living in 6D; and after construction this employment initiative w:ll apply to retail sales,
administrative, management, community-relations, landscaping, Jamtonal, and othefs.

The Applicant will participate in good. faith in the Near SE/SW' .Community Benefits
Coordinating Council’s Workforce Development Center Steering Committee to develop
jobs and qualificd residents for Jobs/cmplaymm

The Applicant will comply with District “First Source” fequirements

The Applicant will seck Platintim LEED certification and will establish a recycling
pmgramforpostcensumerwamto mciuderesxdcnnal, nfﬁce, andretaﬂusm

AddmOmﬂychpphcmtwﬂlmchdeplmnngsmpsmﬂzegmmdlevclofﬂwpmgect
along Half Street SE.

Residential parking will be provided as stated at .75 perandw:ﬂumdergmundpaxhng
provided as well for retail and commercial needs.

The Applicant, in regard to potential closings of Half Street, Van Street, and/or N Street
will, hasagreedtoadmeANCﬁDammnnumafthree(S)busmess days priof to the
submission to the Emergency Management Agency (EMA).

The Applicant has stated it is a good community partner and will act as such. It or its
dwgnee(s)wﬂlendaavurtopm\ndesuppnrtmlmprovemequahtyofhfeformmemsm
facilities such as the Hope VI “Capper Senior™ DCHAfacimy Additionally the
Applicant and/or its desxgncc(s) will seek to support the civic, public school, and cultural
elements of thenearSE/SWoomnnmﬁy(MC&D area).

The Applicant will provide an Annual Report each year to ANC6D regarding satisfaction
of the benefits covered by our Community Benefits Agreement.

Because of this Connnmnty—Beneﬁts Agreemem-mvolvmg serious commitments to our
community—we consider this pro;ect potentially very important addmon 1o the cu}mral \
life of our neighborhood. This is why we support this Apphcanfscmntapphcananto
the Zoning Commission. We urge you to include our Community Benefits Agreement in
any approval of this application.

Thank you.



