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Future Land Use Map 
Purpose 
This map will be part of the Comprehensive Plan of the District of Columbia once adopted. 
Its color-coded categories express public policy on future land uses across the city. 
Preparation of this map is required by DC Law to "represent the land use policies set forth 
in the proposed Land Use Element", using "standardized colors for planning maps." 

Status of this Map 
This map was enacted as part of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006 (D.C. 
Law 16-299, effective March 8, 2007) 
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High Density Commercial 
Defines the central employment district of the city and other major office employment centers on the downtown 
perimeter. Characterized by office and mixed office/retail buildings greater than eight stories in height, although 
many lower scale buildings (including historic buildings) are interspersed. 

Production, Distribution, and Repair 
This category defines areas characterized by manufacturing, warehousing, wholesale and distribution centers, 
transportation services, food services, printers and publishers, tourism support services, and commercial, municipal, 
and utility activities which may require substantial buffering from noise-, air pollution- and tight-sensitive uses such 
as housing. This category is also used to denote railroad rights-of-way, switching and maintenance yards, bus 
garages, and similar uses related to the movement of freight, such as truck terminals. 

Public and Institutional Land Use Categories 

Federal 
Includes land and facilities owned, occupied and used by the federal government, excluding parks and open space. 
Uses include military bases, federal government buildings, the International Chancery Center, federal hospitals, 
and similar federal government activities. The "Federal" category generally denotes ownership rather than use. 
Land with this designation is generally not subject to zoning. 

Local Publi.c Facilities 
Includes land and facilities occupied and used by the District of Columbia government or other local government 
agencies (such as WMATA), excluding parks and open space. Uses include public schools including charter 
schools, public hospitals, government office complexes, and similar local government activities. Because of the 
scale of this map, local public facilities smaller than one acr~ncluding some of the District's libraries, police and 
fire stations, and similar uses--may not be shown. 

Institutional 
Includes land and facilities occupied and used by colleges and universities, large private schools, hospitals, 
religious organizations, and similar institutions. Because of the scale of this map, smaller institutional uses such 
as churches are generally not shown unless they are located on sites that are several acres in size . 
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