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Amber Marshall
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Jennifer Steingasser

Deputy Director

Developnient Review and Historic Preservation
DC Office of Planning

801 North Capitol Street, NE Ste 4000
Washington DC 20002

Re:  Zoning Commission Case 08-09, 16™ Street Heights
Overlay

Dear Ms. Steingasser:

My name is Amber Marshall and I am a resident of Silver Spring that works in the
district (555 12th Street, NW). 1 am writing to oppose the proposal to expand the
16™ Street Heights Overlay.

I work regularly as a tutor with members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints Washington DC 3rd Ward. The tutoring program currently meets once
a week to offer free educational assistance to youth and adults. All of those
involved in the program work on a voluntary basis. I believe there are
approximately 35 students and tutors that regularly attend the weekly tutoring
night. The program encourages young people to be more actively engaged in their
education as well as provides adult literacy and education programs. However,
due to the very limited space at our current location it can be very challenging to
provide an atmosphere that promotes learning. Students are regularly put into the
few available classrooms 3 and 4 at a time with tutors that have to attempt to give
each student individual attention while trying to keep them focused on their work.
It can be extremely distracting and counter-productive. Many students and tutors
have to go outside or meet in hallways and stairwells in order to find a "quiet"
space to focus. This is just one example of the challenges these church members
face in their current rented location in the capital heights neighborhood. The new
location on 16th and Emerson NW would provide ample classroom space to
allow this program to better meet the needs of the students.

I understand that one of the main concems of those that are proposing to expand
the zoning overlay is the potential increase in traffic and parking. From my
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experience | can say that the majority, including myself, of those that attend the
weekly tutoring night rely on public transportation. Consequently, more than
enough private parking will be available to those that drive and the neighbors will
not be inconvenienced by an overflow of vehicles. I strongly believe that
construction of the new church building will not only provide the church
members with a better location to worship but-will also benefit the surounding
neighborhoods and community.

Sincerely,

(el

Amber Marshall
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Altemate telephone number at whn:h the sender can be reached
if there are difficulties with this fax:

If you experience difﬁculg receiving thrs fax transmlssion please contact the operator at 202.942.5837.

Please see the accompanying letter re case number ZC 08-09.
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Information intended only for the use of the addressee

named above. If the reader of this message Is not the intended récipient or the

employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, please note that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Anyone who receives this communication in error should notify us immediately by

telephone and retum the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Mail.




