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Washington, DC Office of Planning
801 North Capitol Street, NE Ste 4000
‘Washington DC 20002

Fax: 202-727-6072

Re: ?}C 0:8.':09_

WY 22 438 8002

To whom:it may concern,

85

1 am- writing to you in my capacity as a Jocal bishop in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Later-day Saints (LDS) with some perspective o the topic of your upcoming zoning
decision. Iam also writing from my perspective as an academic researvher in commmnity
_deveiopment and the va.lue of‘ mmmumty i*ar.mg, mhgmus t;rgamzatmns Thc essence cf

be aboon 10 ﬂ]& eormnunity 4 effer 'rhe 1992 opening 0[‘ my own 'Io;.al chapcl in
Maryland as a type for the good that can come 1o your community with the arrival of an

LDS chureh.

"Viy congregahon is compnscd of' cmzens in Rockville, Cxcxmamown and Gmlhersbuzg,

congr‘.ganon. at’ no charge, uses our chapcl to.celcbrate all nf its hlgh hohdays At no
charge, local girl scout organizations, not affiliated with our church, use the chapel for
weekly meetings and special family days. At no charge, music teachers hold student
recitals to accominodate student families and fricads. At no charge, we have inade
.arrangcmcnta with the Montgomcry County division of {he U S. Department of
‘Homeland Security to make our chapel available as 4 gathering placc. a corrunumcatrons
=a.nd commxa.nd.ccntcr and a tempomt} nrmgee housmg Fa ity Q

could go ona bu:, but the message is consistent. We are a conunumty-unemcd chu.rch
and demonstrate that on a regular basis by the way we open our buildings to the
community.

On a related note, let me also say:that we ity to be a community orienied people. Last
month our youth organization distributed, as they do every year, thousands of fliers in
supporiof a s.ommumly c.ause based fun run. We have also held m.our bmldmg a
number of fre¢ semindrs, open to- thc public, on-such topics as eniergency preparedness,
.safety and. qecunty, i‘a.mxl ory; food storage and fighting pornography. Every
Saturday morning, we hold E g’hsh claases open to the public, for nen-native linglish
speakoers, regardless of their religion. . In addition, we have opened up our building to
community projects to gather food and elothing for the needy, assemble Tsunami relicf

/f!hnm,

? COMMISSION
T of r\OfUmb'.

";KHfR! N{}%B

=



Fax Server 9/22/2008 11:57:48 AM PAGE 3/003 Fax Server

kits, collect shoes for Kids in Afghanistan and to make commendation blankets for
wounded service men at Walter Reed. And this list goes on as well.

I strongly belicve that having an LDS chapel in your midst will do nothing but enhance
the safety and stability of your wmmumty [ happen this week to be participating in a
seminar in the UK. atiended by communuy development professionals from every
continent. The message I am hearing is clear: deliberately managed, well-run religious
organizations can greafly augment government programs to enhance and protect
neighborhoods, and at a fraction of the cost of equivalent social programs. In'the 16
years that I have been a member of our local church in Gaithersburg, I have seen and
heard nothing but kudos and thanks from the broader community and expect that you will
have the same expericnce by allowing an LDS chapel to be opened in your community.

T am grateful for your time and consideration of this message. | am more than willing to
answer questions about the typical community use of our Gaithersburg facility and will
be available 10 do so after Sunday evening, September 21.

With kindest regard,

Bishop Scou C, Knell

Kentlands Ward

Washington DC Stake

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 1Jay Saints

Research Associate
Programme for Social Enterprise and Community Development
University of Cambridge

12513 Lioydminster Drive
North Potomac, MD 20878
h: (301 869 5411

w: (301) 398 5189

m: (301) 237 9202
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PRIVILEDGED AND CONFIDENTIAL information only for the use of the addressee(s) named above. If the reader of

this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of
this communication is strictly prohibited. Anyonc who roceives this communication in orror should notify

immadialaly by 1slaphons and telum 1he oniginal message 1o us &l tha addisss below via (he U.S. mail. Thaok you.

One Medlmmune Way - Gaithersburg, MD -20878 - 301-398-0000 - Fax: 301-398-9000
Medical Information Department: 800-949-3789



