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ANC 3C Resolution 2014-013 
Regarding Zoning Regulation Rewrite Elimination of the Diplomatic Overlay  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Regulation Rewrite (“ZRR”) would eliminate the Diplomatic Overlay 
which has directed where chanceries can locate and instead will permit chanceries in 
residential neighborhoods by special exception; and 
 
WHEREAS, the special exception process likely will result in more widespread location of 
chanceries in residential neighborhoods which currently have no chanceries and, 
 
WHEREAS, chanceries would introduce office or commercial use of a residential property in a 
residential neighborhood and would result in diminishing the residential character of the 
neighborhood; and  
 
WHEREAS, chanceries that serve a regional, if not larger, geographic area impose a significant 
burden of non-residential use on a residential neighborhood by increasing traffic, increasing 
demand for parking and increasing frequency of large events; and 
 
WHEREAS, chanceries are not comparable to the neighborhood-serving institutions that are 
allowed to exist in a residential neighborhood as either a matter of right, such as religious 
institutions and public schools, or other institutions, such as private schools or community 
groups, which are allowed to exist by special exception; and  
 
WHEREAS, the applicable provisions of the ZRR as currently proposed could be interpreted to 
mean that once a residential square has a religious use, educational use or other institutional 
use (which per ZRR will have an expanded meaning) approved by special exception, the 
remainder of the square could be further concentrated with additional non-residential use; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, there is apparently no up to date map of the squares which meet the current 
threshold of 33% square occupancy by institutional uses: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 3C urges the Zoning Commission to recognize that chanceries are 
office uses that are most appropriate in commercial zones that have good access to public 
transportation since chanceries are office uses that serve a large regional area; and 
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BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 3C does not support  
• allowing chanceries to locate, even by special exception, in low density residential 

zones where this type of use is in conflict with current permitted uses, including those 
by special exception; 

• allowing the existence of schools or religious institutions or community-based uses to 
form the foundation for the introduction of chanceries into residential neighborhoods. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that ANC3C supports the concept of increasing the percentage of 
institutional uses in a square to 50% as the base for considering adding a chancery to that 
square, if the Zoning Commission decides that chanceries should be allowed in some 
residential zones; but we are using the Office of Planning’s proposed definition of institution 
in this instance which does not include schools or religious institutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3C recommends that the Zoning Commission request a map 
of the diplomatic overlay to determine where chanceries are currently located and also a map 
showing where the new square criteria and broader permission would allow new chanceries to 
locate; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3C recommends that institutions that are allowed to exist 
in a residential neighborhood either by matter of right or by special exception should not 
count toward the proposed 50% threshold for square occupancy; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution will be submitted to the Zoning Board as an 
additional comment from ANC3C on the ZRR; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commissioner of ANC3C08, the Chair or their designee is 
authorized to represent the Commission on this matter.   
 
 
 
Attested by      

 
Carl Roller 
Chair, on April 21, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 

This resolution was approved by roll call vote of 7-0 on April 21, 2014 at a scheduled and noticed public 
meeting of ANC 3C at which a quorum (a minimum of 5 of 9 commissioners) was present. 


