
To the Zoning Commission: 

I was a member of the Zoning Review Task Force and am Zoning and Development Chair of the 

Woodley Park Community Association (though these are my own comments). 

1.  The proposed text on Neighborhood Mixed Use Zones perpetuates a glitch in existing 

Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District regulations.  According to former Zoning 

Administrator Crews, reading this glitch literally "would be to negate the purposes of the 

overlay district." 

For Woodley Park, both the current (§ 1307.4) and proposed (Subtitle H, § 600.6) rules make 

Connecticut Ave the only designated roadway in the Woodley Park NMUZ.  The rules then tie 

the eating and drinking establishment limitation to the "designated roadways" — the 25% 

linear street frontage limitation is "measured along the lots that face designated roadways in 

the particular district."  (§ 1302.5 and Subtitle H, § 1101.3(b)(1).) 

The problem is that the geographic NMUZ area also includes two blocks of Calvert St and one of 

24th St.  Of course, you can't measure Connecticut Ave street frontage for businesses that are 

on Calvert or 24th Streets. 

In 2006, Zoning Administrator Crews did a survey of Woodley Park businesses to determine 

compliance with the 25% limitation.  At the time he noted that you had to read the reference to 

designated roadways in § 1302.5 to mean the "designated use area."  Reading it any other way, 

he noted, "would be to negate the purposes of the overlay district."  That report is attached. 

The simple fix, I think is to change § 1101.3(b)(1) to read, "These uses shall occupy no more 

than twenty-five percent (25%) of the linear street frontage within a particular N zone, as 

measured along the lots that face designated roadways in the designated use area in the 

particular district." 

2.  The proposed Subtitle H also creates a problem that is not present in the existing rules.  

Today, the Woodley Park NCOD is a single zone, and the percentage use limitations apply to the 

zone as a whole.  The proposed rules, however, divide the area into two zones , NC-4 and NC-5, 

and would appear to impose separate 25% caps in each.  This would be unfortunate because, 

although the street frontage for whole NCOD is now 31% eating and drinking, NC-4 is 46% and 

NC-5 is 21%.  Separate limitations would allow more restaurants in NC-5, even though the 

whole NCOD is already over the 25% limit. 

This can be fixed by adding a new section 609.1: "For the purposes of Subtitle H § 1101.3, the 

designated use areas of NC-4 and NC-5 shall be treated as a single designated use area." 

 

John M. Goodman 

 

http://dcoz.dc.gov/ZRR/ZRR.shtm 
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