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INTRODUCTION

NEIGHBORS AGAINST DOWNZONING is an all-volunteer group of friends, neighbors and home 
owners in Washington, D.C. 

As our name indicates, we oppose efforts to downzone residential neighborhoods in our city, particularly 
the Lanier Heights neighborhood in Adams Morgan, where most of our petition supporters reside. 

Downzoning reduces the city’s potential for residential growth and takes existing property rights away 
from home owners. The negative economic impact of downzoning on individual home owners, residential 
neighborhoods and the entire city could be enormous, as discussed in THE COST OF DOWNZONING 
(pages 5 through 8, below).  

We urge the Zoning Commission to revise DC’s 1950s-era zoning regulations for today’s 21st century 
residents. We urge the Zoning Commission to resist proposals for residential downzoning. 

Better options for creating an accessory dwelling unit, reducing or eliminating parking minimums, 
allowing corner stores, and simplifying the zoning code will help make Washington, D.C., a better place 
to live for current and future residents.  

Retaining (or expanding) home owners’ development rights for multi-dwelling conversions provides 
the potential for neighborhood growth, more affordable housing options and may help long-time home 
owners and residents age in place.

This PDF submission bears the signatures of 31 D.C. residents (see page 4), mostly from the Lanier 
Heights neighborhood in Adams Morgan but also from other areas of the city. 
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