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they could move into an affordable apartment without a front yard to take care of, or even easily
rent out part of their home to help pay the bills, shocked them.

The reason why I tell this story, is because I don’t want any senior citizen in this city to
have to choose between their dreams and reality - a decision that will be facing my grandparents
as they grow older and lose the ability to drive. The story of my grandparents and other senior
citizens I represent shows me that this isn’t an issue that breaks down as one generation versus
the other. To me the zoning rewrite is about much more than the convenience of being able to
bike on a bike lane, walk down to a store, or easily park on a busy street. It’s about opening this
city and affording its opportunities to everyone. It’s about making sure that Alexander, a senior
citizen I present and others like him, live in walkable neighborhoods because of businesses like
corner stores. It’s about a young college student living in an accessary dwelling unit that makes it
possible to help pay tuition at American University.

Many people don't pay attention to the zoning rewrite, they don’t understand that the
zoning code represents the invisible framework of rules and regulations that don’t just govern
how tall a building is, they don’t even just govern the fundamental character of the city, they can
given people a chance to live out their dreams, whether it be retiring in this city or being able to
afford college in this city. I am here, because these zoning rewrites, after 5 years of discussion,
have reached a point where they respect the historical character of the city while paving the way

for this city to grow for the rest of 21st century.

Joe Wisniewski





