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1. 37.5% of DC residents use public transit to get to work. In the US, only 
NYC and Jersey City have higher rates of transit usage. In DC another 
20% walk, bike, or work at home. 

New York's subway system has over sx as many stations and almost 7X as 
much track as DC's Metrorail system. And it's open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 

2. With 2.6 times as many jobs as workers, DC has one of the largest daily 
influxes of commuters in the US. (Proportionally speaking, DC is first 
among US cities over 100,000. In absolute terms, we're second only to 
NYC.) Over 550,000 workers commute into DC each day. On a typical 
weekday, about 2/ 3 of the cars on DC streets are from out of state. 

3· We're also in the top 10 nationwide for highest priced parking. 
$270/month was the median rate downtown last year. 

4· In downtown DC hardly any land ( < 1%) is devoted exclusively to off­
street parking. By contrast, in other US cities, up to 30% of the land in 
the central business district is devoted to surface lots and above-ground 
parking structures. Our on-site parking requirements, working in 
conjunction with height limitations, have put DC's parking underground. 
The result is a more pedestrian-friendly and economically vibrant 
downtown. 

Compare the aerial photograph of DC here: 
http: If old urbanist. blogspot.com/2011/12/we-are-25-looking-at-street­
area.html (scroll down) 

With the aerial photos of other cities posted here: 
http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.php?t=191539 (scroll 
down) 
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5· Car ownership rates in DC today are the same as they were in 1990, and 
in 2000, despite demographic changes, the recession, and the advent of 
car-sharing, bike-sharing, and the Circulator buses. 

The combined effect of stable car ownership rates and population 
growth has been a to% increase in the number of cars and SUVs 
registered in DC from 2005 to 2012, according to DMV statistics. 

MWCOG(fPB's triennial vehicle survey shows an 8 .3% increase in 
cars & light trucks registered in DC from 2005-2011; DDOT's filing in 
the Babe's case shows another 1.8% increase from 2011 to 2012. Both 
DDOT and TPB are getting their data from the DMV. 

6. Even in Logan Circle, where less than 20% of all daily travel involves 
automobile usage, car-ownership averages .65 per household. Citywide, 
car-ownership per household averages .9, with home-owners averaging 
1.3 cars per household and renters averaging .6 cars per household. 

7· DC's current parking minimums are quite low. For most multifamily 
housing, one space is required for every 2-4 tmits, depending on zone. 
These minimums do not assume that every resident will own a car- they 
assume average car-ownership rates of between .25 and .5 cars per 
household in most apartment or condo buildings. 

8. Residential parking doesn't work like destination parking. With 
destination parking, the less people drive, the less they park. But with 
residential parking, decreasing driving actually increases parking 
demand. Cars spend more time parked at home when their owners 
travel to their destinations by other means. 

9 · Planners in New York City and Portland, Oregon conducted studies to 
determine whether limiting onsite parking in residential projects 
decreases car ownership. The data from both cities indicated it does not. 
Portland's study, which looked at transit-oriented new construction that 
included little or no onsite parking, found that 72% of the residents of 
such projects owned at least one car. Two-thirds parked on the street. 
That study's conclusion: "Though many of the responders bike, walk, 
take transit, and use carsharing services for many of their daily trips (to 
commute, run errands, etc.), they still need a place to park their car." 

htt}): f/www.portlandoregon.gov !bps/ article/420059 
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http: //www.nyc.gov /html/ dcp/pdf/transportation/residential parking. pdf 

10. DDOT estimates that 25% of the traffic congestion downtown is 
attributable to drivers searching for parking. 

11. Initially, Portland's elimination of parking requirements for 
neighborhoods near transit had little effect. From 2006-2012, few units 
were built and most had parking. But when the housing market 
rebounded, suddenly Portland found it had 1400 new apartments in the 
development pipeline with fewer than 150 new off-street spaces in total 
incorporated into these new projects, all of which were located in the 
same part of the city. 

Metropolitan Multifamily Housing Association, The Apartment Report, 
Spring 2012, p. 7 
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Table 1. Summary of Detailed Housing Characteristics: 1990 
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U.S. Ce nsus Bureau 

\\II J.t W 

FactFinder J' 

DP-4 Profile of Selected Housing Characteristics: 2000 

Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data 

NOTE: Data based on a sample except in P3, P4, H3, and H4. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, 
definitions, and count corrections see http://www.census.gov/prodlcen2000/doclsl3.pdf 

Subject Washington city, District of 
Columbia 

Number Percent 
Total housing units 274,845 100.0 

UNITS IN STRUCTURE 

1-unit. detached 36,331 13.2 

1-unit. atlached 72,668 26.4 

2 units 8,304 3.0 
3 or4 units 21,944 8.0 

5 to 9 units 21 ,735 7.9 
10 to 19 units 28,429 10.3 

20 or more units 84,947 30.9 

Mobile home 203 0.1 

Boat, RV, van, etc. 284 0.1 
YEAR STRUCTURE BUll T 

1999 to March 2000 1,160 0.4 

1995 to 1998 2,649 1.0 

1990 to 1994 3,437 1.3 

1980 lo 1989 13,695 5.0 

1970 lo 1979 23,859 8.7 

1960 lo 1969 42.,122 15.3 

1940 lo 1959 92,867 33.8 

1939 or earfier 95,056 34.6 

ROOMS 

1 room 28,107 10.2 

2 rooms 32,828 11.9 

3 rooms 53,362 19.4 

4 rooms 42,165 15.3 

5 rooms 31,706 11 .5 

6 rooms 30,642 11.1 

7 rooms 20.395 7.4 

Brooms 16,270 5.9 

9 or more rooms 19,370 7.0 

Median (rooms) 4.0 (X) 
Occupied Housing Units 248,338 100.0 

YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTO UNIT 

1999 to March 2000 56,904 22.9 

1995to 1998 74,124 29.8 

1990 to 1994 32,579 13.1 

1980 to 1989 33,146 13.3 

1970 lo 1979 23,233 9.4 

1969 or earlier 28,352 11.4 

VEHICLES AVAILABlE 

None 91,699 36.9 

1 108,151 43.5 

2 38,395 15.5 

3 or more 10,093 4.1 

of 3 11/19/2013 
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These lndicf t'OfS we"' d«rlvrd from data producrd by the U.S. Census Bu,.,ou and moy differ from data producrd by other on titles. ~e notM on next page. 
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Household Demographics 

NY/RI Ave NE 43% 56% 19% 13% 33% 6% 

Friendship Heights 43% 38% 28% 15% 12% 7% 

E &W Falls Church 27% 28% 35% 27% 2% 15% 

Beauregard Corridor 78% 57% 24% 12% 11% 4% 

National Harbor 21% 32% 28% 18% 7% 21% 

Dulles North 19% 24% 44% 33% 1% 27% 

St. Charles/Waldorf 12% 28% 34% 26% 4% 27% 

Regional Average 23% 28% 43% 37% 4% 21% 
12 
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Notable Features: 
85o/o - Live in an apartment or condo 
57°/o - "Cell Phone Only" households 
Median Household Income = $75,000 
More Bicycles than Vehicles per HH 
(Av # of Vehicles = 0.65/HH 
Av #of Bikes = .82/HH) 

56°/o of All Daily Trips by Walking v . 
Regional Average of 9% 

6°/o Daily Trips by Bike v. 1 0 times 
Regional Average of 0.6°/o 

10% Bike to Work compared to ·a Regional 
average 1%. 
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