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Commissioners, my name is Allen Seeber. I have lived at 39th and Military in Chevy 
Chase for almost 40 years. I have a substantial investment in property ~d social 
relationships in this city. When I was young, I rented a carriage house behind the 
Phillips. But when I married, I chose to live in Chevy Chase to raise a family. I 
"bought" into the neighborhood's character- its low density, transportation options, 
schools, etc. Now I seem obligated to defend those assumptions to some who do not 
have at risk the kind ~d level of investment I have committed. I h@.ve no argument with 
yearnings for comer stores, uninhibited strolls, even carlessness. But I must take issue 
with OP's imposition of"urbanist" ideology via the ZRR without attention to evidence or 
consequence. Age difference is not the issue here. It is common sense. Do no harm. 

OP says car ownership is sliding. But the Council of Governments affirms that 
car ownership has been increasing every year in DC for the last decade. OP relies upon 
wishful thinking and nostrmns to contend that ''millenials~'-are pouring into DC and are 
loath to drive, increa$ing carles$ness: The American Public Transport Associ~tion finds 
not only that this cohort prefers wi-:fi on buses entoute to work, but also that millenia! car 
ownership is 150 percent ofDC's citywide av~e. As multi-modal as th~y may be, 
these residents need a place to store their cars- if not undergroun~ then on·the street. 

OP says developers should decide whether~ build .~kin$ ~es, ass~ that 
related cost saVings Will·enhahce housing-affordability} But5'a)narket~iSj~•trurt;· 
developers' profit spreads Will· be• enhanced; riot affordability. ~:(}]?- 'Siiys~Wietit 
minimums: generate tinused'pad.dng spaees, .citing -City:x;me!~~l ~l~bi:}i~1gnts. But 
those ;two:sites·· are umque{proVi.D.g notmng; OP hilS ·aaJiiitfed';fu'.Wf.itmg'dt: d$i i~entify no 
other addresses for parking ovetproduction -'its evidenccfls""aneca~3~ 

Qp·,is ~to ~xperimePot wiUi Our· nej,gb:IX>ilfoO<lfbtJt. ftiif.i~t~;-~ 
parking.spaces 'cannot be inserted :oodet-com'mereia.l bullciiligs~0n~oUilt1~i:Mmimffin.roff­
street parking requirementS have· served.·the· District whlli 1tileiiit?one.Rinj'space 
should be·reqUired)oJ. evirj th;ee;mlilii.:{tiitiiJy·~miJs> D(D:is!~at~ittce<t~tfi 
above-ground parking facilities. Cars not stored underground will compete 'for parking 
spaces onineighborhood·:Strt,ets~, .. It'-s'a-zero-sum1g$Ile~,L'fhere-is'ifd.!m~cetO?Suppoit 
OP ~:~t item drive i,iwaycars withou{nelgli6orliood1Wifif;.r~uee« stati~~IY 
valid research in New·York'Cit}"ooritradicis.OP'·s-Vie\v1 

The·commumty· bears the.btuntofregulatory"arid· developer ermnran.a~sSionst·· 
regarding parkirig. ·Off-street :J>arkiD.g tninimunis ·represent tlUr'ouri& ;O(f;reventio~ .·We 
have no p()und of cure. · 
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