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The Citizens Association of GeorgetOJ!n. 
(~CAG") submits these supplemental comments on beha}f 
ot its more than 1,200 members who reside in t~ 
historic d1st~ict of Georgetown. ~ 

We have been ple·ased that the Offi.ce of 
zoni~g has chosen Georgetown as a primary test area 
to see ho·w l ts .proposals would actually wor.k in the 
real world. While initially CAG had di.scussed with 
Ol? the establishment ·of an·. overlay to give greater 
protection from !t!Ore intense development in 
Georg'etown, w~.. accepted postponement .of· such action 
because ·of 0~' s promise that the n.ew zoning 
amendments would accomplish what we sought. 

W~ recently met with Travis Parker and some 
of his staff to ~eview llJBPS that t·hey had prepared, 
with a .great .iJlvestment of sta.ff time, to ·demonstrat·e 
how the facts on.the ground in Georgetown meshed ·With 
OP zoning proposals. 

The meeting, however, resulted in shared 
concern.s that the propC?sed zoning changes fo.r 
moderate I low density ne:lghb~rhoods di_dn' t accompli~h 
·wP,at we ih · Georgetown ~9ught apd Of underst·oo.d. I~ 
fact, we· believe the proposed. changes could affect 
the historic integrity of George.town, th·e only 
National. Hi.sto:rici Landmar~ ·neighborhood ~n ·the 
D.:i.:stri~ct, . worthy of the nighest level of protection 
the nation. affords~ T.hus we take this opport~ni ty to. 
offer additional comments on the proposed zoning 
changes. 
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During our meeting with Ol?, we were m~de aware that 
the process fo~ coming up with customized zones could take years 
to came up with customized zones for Georgetown and for all the 
other neighborhoods that ~~ want to have them. In the inte~im, 
Georgetown - · and the other zones - would be governed . by the 
general. regulations, which strongly favor increased density ·and 
mixed uses in residential. ne~ghborhoods. CAG opposes the 
provisions in the proposed general .base-plan that would permit 
an increase in lot· occupancy limits1

; construction on substandard 
lots11, and more commercial and institutional uses in residential 
Georgetown, 111 among others - all as a matter of .;~gh.t without 
any hearing or .review process. We haci sought an overlay to 
prevent ju.st such uses, Taken as a whole, the proposed changes 
would pe~it the historic character of Georgetown to be 
fundamentally changed, perhaps in time 'destroyed. 

The Ol? contE!ntion that a customized zo~e for 
Georgetown could address the deficiencies in the .general base­
plan for Georgetown ignores· two important points~ First, the.re 
will. be a significant d•lay .between adoption. of the gen~ral 
base-plan. and ·the· creation of any' customized zone reg~lati~ns 
for.Georqetown during which development would' only be· sUbject ~o 
the zoninq regulations in the general·b~se-plan. Second; it is 
not at all clear tnat the customized zone for· Georgetown w·o~ld' 
be able. to revoke some of the matter.-of-right development 
provi·sions in the base-plan. It is aiso uncle.ar whether the 
procedural hearing protections for citizens' interests that will 
be 3;ezi\oved by the general plan can be ·reinst·ated in a customized 
zona. 

Applying such a g.eneral set qf regulations to 
Georgetown would .also be·· in dire'ct conflict with D.C. and 
Federal Law, specifically the· Historic Landmark and Historic 
District Prote.ction Act (D~C. Code § 6'-ll.Ol, et seq.) and the 
Old Georgetown Act, . (D .. C. Code .§ 6-1201'7. The D.C. Statute 
provide.s . that "the protection, enhancement, and perpetuat~on .of 
propert~es of historical·, cultural,. and· est.hetic m~rit are .in 
"¢he .intere,sts '·of. the .heal,th,, 'p~osperity and welfare. o'f' the 
~.eople of the D.1s.tri~t of . Columbia,~ - un~er the Old Georgetown 
Act, Ge'orgetown is . d·e~igna~ed,. a.· .fede~al ·landmark .~istr1ct·. in 
which all changes in existing structures and any new s·tructures 
must ·be reviewed ·by. the Commission of Fine· J\rts, with :t;he !idVice 
o.f ·the Old.'· Gl!iilorgetown Board.. The ·interrelationship an~ 
hi~rarchy of · zoning r~.gulations and · preservation standards 
{whether Feder.al or local) has not been · cla:rified~ and· the 
potent~al · for underinining cri ticai preservation . standards by 
pe~itting·over-dense, .oversized, and.under~;eviewed dev~lopment 
is clear. This would be particularly destructive to. Georgetown 
and its National'Historic Lan~ark status. 
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OP bas agreed, when meeting with CAG, that Georgetown 
has alr.eady attained the levels of density and mixed .use that 
the general plan is att~pting to permit e;lsewhere. If tpe 
pr~posed zoning regulations are put into effect here w~thout the 
proteCtion .of a customized zone for Georgetown that preserves 
its historic. character, we believe the historic i~tegrity of 
Georget.own could be diminished or lost.. The' cos~ to the City of 
such . a change in Georgetown· could be ve'fy large. . People f·ind 
Gec;>rgetown a desirable·· p_lace :to live ·ai?-d visfi: as· tourists 
preci$eJ,.y. because· it is a well-preserved historic distrl,.ct. If 
the general .·plan of increased density and. matte.r;-. of r-ig,ht 
ccmanercial and insti tutionat uses in . residential neighborhoo_d..s 
is·· sub$t~tuted . for historic preservation as. ·an· object;:i:ve in 
Georgetown, the tax revenue ·that Georgetown now creates for the 
District could be sharply diminished. 

We look forward to· working wi.th OP to create zoning 
th:at . includes 'the. protections necessary to m.ai'ntain Georgetown Is 
u:nique histo;ric · chara'cterist.ics~ w~ .hav~t told.· e>P .that 'the 
current ,plan ·t.o develop · new · qe.neral z:egulati.ons. p~rmitting 
incr~ased ·density;: · iri-fill. C:ievelop~ent, :and· c9mme.rcial . and 
institutiona.·l uses as 

0 a mat'ter' of 0 i,igpt 
0 

in 0 ~esident,ial 
neighborhoods;' 0 remov'irig existing' protections' and. 0 denying 

0 

the 
desired qverlay is a ··r.ecipe £6:z::. degra~ation of ·the <ri;laiit·Y .. of 
li:£e in Georgetown,· and other historic districts in the· District 
of Columbia. 

We_ asJt tne zc to advise the Office of Planning to 
exempt ~~o~getown and all historic dist~icts from a~y new 
general zoning regulations until cus·~omized zones - or overlays 
- have been c_reated that protect thei.r hi'storic character. 

Respect·fuJ.ly submit·ted, 

Jennifer Altemus, Pre~ident 
Oen'is~ ·c$ninghafll, Immedi.ate Fas·t 

President 
Richard Hinds·,. Legal Advisor 

' Zoi$.g Commfsskm for t:b ~Ct of Columbia, Notice of Public He~ Case No •. os-o6-s. 
· Recoirimmdation#6. p. 7. 

6 Zoning CQmmiiaion for~ DiStrict of Columbia. Notice of Public Hearinl!. Case No. 08.i06-R _ 
_ R.ecoD;Illl_enclation.#9, p .. s~ ilO, p. 9. 
111 Zoniu& Comuiis~on fqtthe·Dfstrlct of Columbia, Notice of:Pablic Hearing. Case No. 08..06~, 

Reccmuitendatl.on #tt,".p. 9. 
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