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The American Planning .ASsoCiation is pleased to offer its support to the District of Columbia 
ZOning Commission and the Department of Planning as it considers clumps to the city's zoning 
regulations, whjch would elimlnate minimum vehicle parkiDg reqUirements and add requirements 
for bicycle parking, among other rel&Jed provisions. 

We believe that the eliniination of such parking minimums help communities~ more 
sustainable, walkable, and bicyCJ.&-friendly p1aces. 

As a Alonder and steering committee member of the Natlolial Complete Streets Coalition- a broad 
coJlection of advocates and transportation professiona1s who work to enact complete streets 
policies across the countty- APA recognizes ~t street networks should be designed 8Dd operated 
to enable safe aa:em for all users. PedestrillllS, bicydists, motorists, and bus riders of all ages and 
abili.tiPs are able to safely move along and across a campi$! street. 

ConseqQ.en:tly, creating transit-oriented communities and mmplete street networks means that 
planning ud transportation agencies must change their orientation mward buDding primarily for 
cam. The elimination of:n$bl1um par~ requirements allows developeu; the opportwiityto 
create adeaces and retail spacES that stress sustainable designs; JnBXimize space intended for 
people, not autOmobiles; ad encoarage existing and future transit systems and bike mrridors. 

Additionally, a recentAPA PlanneD Press book; The High Costq{Ftee PQ:rldn.g, by Donald Shoup, 
underscores how parking requitements have mntributed to auto depen~ rapid urban sprawl, 
extravagant energy • and a bast of other problemS. Planners often mandate parking to alleviate 
conpslion, bgt end up distortiDg transportation choices, debasiilg urban design, damaging the 
emnomy. and degrading the environment. 

Based on our research, we believe that the elimination of minimum parking requiiements will 
bolster the District of Columbia's ongoing econoJDic development iniQatives, while expanding the 
city's commitment to being a transit.;, bicyclist-, and pedestrian-friendly community. 
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