
Quantifying the Impact of Car Sharing 

Reduces Vehicle Miles Traveled. Reduces Carbon Emissions 

- After joining, North A'merican Zipcar members drove an average of 2,500 miles fewer than 
when they owned their own vehicle. 1 

- Each Zipcar' member consumes approximately 1 00 gallons of gasoline less than when they 
owned their own vehicle, resulting in significant oil conservation. 1 

- Considering fuel savings,. in 2008 North American car sharing members will prevent more 
than 215,000 tons of carbon emissions. 1 

Increases Use of Mass Transit 

- Members of Zipcar and car sharing programs report a 46% increase in public transit trips, a 
10% increase in bicycling trips and a 26% increase in walking'trips.2 

- 46% of Zipcar members surveyed agreed or strongly agreed that they use public transit 
more often since joining the service. 3 

Relieves Congestion. Reduces Need for Parking 

Each Zipcar takes more than 15 personally owned vehicles off the road. An independent 
study confirms this finding, calculating that 14.9 private cars are taken off the road for each 
car-sharing vehicle. 4 

· 

Recent surveys indicate that more than 65% of members would have kept their vehicle, or 
would have purchased a primary or secondary vehicle, if Zipcar did not exist. To date, 
Zipcar estimates it has taken more than 90,000 vehicles off the road. 1 

- Since each Zipcar takes approximately 15 cars off the road, less land and financial 
resources are needed to provide parking infrastructure. 

M.LT. provides students and faculty access to more than 20 Zipca_r vehicles; 
because Qf Zipcar and other transportation demand management initiatives the 
school reports savings of more than $9, million, adding over one million square feet 
of new office space without a single new parking space. 5 

- North American car sharing programs average 24 members to every vehicle, reducinp the 
overall nuiTJber of cars on the road and decreasing the need for more parking spots. 

Saves Money ;;;;:· 

·- An Independent study of North American car sharing programs finds that an average of 
20% of members give up their vehictes, while 41% postpone or avoid the purchase of a 
vehicle altogether. These behavior patterns result in significant savings for car sh;:~ring 
members. 4 

· 

- On averag~ each Zipca~ saves more th~n $5,000 per year compared to the cost of owning 
and operating a vehicle 1_!1 an urban environment. 
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