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OUTREACH AND CONSULTATION 

The Proposed Design Has Been Reviewed By: 

o D.C. Office of Planning 
o Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6D 
o D.C. Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development 
o National Capital Planning Commission 
o U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
o D.C. State Historic Preservation Officer 
o U.S. Navy 
o D.C. Water and Sewer Authority 
o JBG/Federal Center LLC 
o D.C. Preservation League 
o Committee of 1 00 on the Federal City 
o Capitol Hill Restoration Society 
o Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
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0 Reservation 13 Site 
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0 US Capitol and llbtary of Congress 
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0 Marine Barracks BEQ 
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$ Lincoln Park 
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e Folger Square 

$ Garfield Park 

4D Randell Park 

0 Canal Park 

• Navy Art Gallery 

• Navy Ubrary 

4t Navy Museum 

• Display Ship USS Barry 

DC Parks and Recreation 

National Park Service 

....... Significant Corridor 

....... Rlverwalk 
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IMAGES OF PAST JCDA WORK 

ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVIEW I PUBLIC HEARI NG SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

JCDA DE;SIGN PHILOSPHV 

James Carpenter Design Associates expands the 
artistic and technical potential of light and ma­
terials as they effect archftecturcll space. JCDA's 
work envisions and translates the aeslhetic and 
Imaginative potential of light to transform an 
Individuals' experience of place. The studio's work 
draws from architecture, engineering, materials 
science, landscape architecture, and sculpture, 
extending the bound<Jries of each. With his studio 
and In collaboration with archltecu and engineers 
from around the world, James Carpenrer creates 
architectural works that Integrate a thorough 
understanding of new fabncatlon technologies to 
address contemporary environmental and energy 
considerations. 1 he studio reveals new ways for 
light, modulated through unique materials, to 
enrich the visual experience of architectural space. 
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Approximate Site 
Area. See Below 

Alignment of Visual 
Marker with Tree­
lined Pedestrian walk 

Approximate Loca­
tion of Visual Marker 

ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVIEW I PUBLIC HEARING SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

PARK DESIGN AND PlANNING CONTEXT 

The Southeast Federal Center site offers a unique 
opportunity to reconnect the urban fabric of 
southeast Washington to the Anacoslia River 
and the larger watershed that defines the na­
tion's capital. Central to this connection is the 
Visual Marker, which serves as a subtly shimmer­
ing figure within the park in the day time and an 
Illuminated presence at night, drawing people 
through the city context down to the reclaimed 
edge of the river. Within the proposed Waterfront 
Park. the Visual Marker's location further aligns 
with a tree lined pedestrian walk that connects 
the upper level of the park to the activity of the 
board walk. At night, the top portion of the Visual 
Marker is internally illuminated. recalling some of 
the historic light house and channel markers and 
further delineating the edge of the park and city 
fabric from the Potomac River basin. The Visual 
Marker will also function as a symbolic center for 
the District's southeast quadrant, serving as a focal 
point and link between the east and west sides of 
the Anacostia River. 
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Approximate Loca­
tion of Visual Marker 

ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVIEW I PUBLIC HEARING SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

PARK DESIGN AND PLANNING CONTEXT, Con­
tinued 

The Visual marker Is consistent w ith NCPC's 
"Memorials and Museums• Master Plan, and will 
establish a figural element at one of the Master 
Plan's 100 recommended sites. Key to the Master 
Plan is the concept that future landmarks should 
reinforce the ·waterfront crescent" created by 
the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers around the 
District's monumental core. One such waterfront 
site-Site 37-is located within the Southeast 
Federal Center at the approximate location of the 
Visual Marker. Site 37 is broadly described as a 
waterfront site east of 2nd Street SE and generally 
on axis with New Jersey Avenue. The Master Plan 
notes that Site 37 "provides excellent interpretive 
potential for commemorative features of medium 
to large size; and goes on to state that the "his­
toric character of the Navy Yard and the dramatic 
waterfront vistas that are found within the SEFC 
create an excellent setting" for such a marker. 
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ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVIEW I PUBLIC HEARING SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

PARK DESIGN AND PLANNING CONTEXT, 
Continued 

The VIsual marker's location and design Intent cap­
tures the priorities for Site 37. The Visual Marker 
serves as as a dramatic, elegant sculptural feature 
that reflects the location's historic origins as a ship· 
yard and industrial site, and its location along a 
north-south axis with the lumber Yard and Pattern 
and Joiners' Shop reinforces the historic perpen· 
dicularil)' of the Naval Gun Factory's buildings to 
the Anacoslia Waterfront More broadly, the Visual 
marker's location s«!rves as a visual and symbolic 
connection aetoss the Anacostla River. The site is 
across the Anacostla River from one ofthe Master 
Plan's so· called ·prime• sites for a memorial in Pop­
lar Point. The VIsual marker will serve as a coun­
terpoint to that site, and will serve to reinforce the 
connection between the west and east sides of 
the Anacostia River. The VIsual marker's location 
on the water, just east of the New Jersey Avenue 
axis, will also serve to reinforce the extension of 
this l'Enfant street across the River. 
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Site Context 
1 Diagram 
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View from Poplar Point, with Approximate Scale of Visual Marker Indicated 
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Site ConteXl ...._ 
Diagram 

View from 1·295 Bridge, with Approximate Height of VIsual Marker Indicated 
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COLLAGE IMAGES OF VISUAL MARKER ON BOARDWALK 

ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVIEW I PUBLIC HEARING SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

CONCEPT 

The visual marker is made up of a series of stain­
less steel panels composed of vertically oriented 
prismatic profiles. The varied faces of these solid 
prisms reflect the sun as It moves through sky. 
creating a series of textured surfaces that dynami­
cally change as the clouds and light shift rela· 
tive to the occupants of the p11Ck. The triangular 
profiles change angle and the spacing vary as 
your eye moves up the visual marker, becoming 
increasingly open towards the top and to allow for 
blending with the sky dome beyond. Similarly, the 
triangular form of the ova rail visual marker further 
reflectS the varied park landscape, and occupants 
will perceive different reflections of the natural en· 
vironment when viewing the visual marker from 
different vantage points. At the base, a reflective 
stainless steel panels sits behind the prismatic 
profiles, creating a subtle reflection of the people 
and the plants and trees moving around the visual 
marker. 

At night, an internal series of lightS illuminate a 
filigree of suspended reflectors. highl,ghting the 
upper part of the v1sual marker and connecting 
the boardwalk and park wilh the surrounding 
fabnc of the city on both S•des of the Anacostia 
River. Several h1dden compact fixtures further 
illuminate the internal panel at the base, creating 
a more subtle glow within the visual marker and 
re-directing some of th•s light onro the faces and 
figures of people passing along the boardwalk. 
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r+---lnternal suspended reflector 
re-directs light down 
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~agram of lighting Concept 

~.._--:--- Slender Structural Columns 
at (3) Corners 

-:---:-'"'-'--'---'--- Structural Support within 
Base 

SITE SECTION ALONG 4TH STREET 

I I 
MSlllEET 

ZONING COMMISSION DESIGN REVI EW I PUBLIC HEARING SUBMISSION (REVISED) 

CONCEPT, continued 

The visual marker is structured with (3) sets of 
s.lender comlnuous columns at each comer. and 
a series of thin high strength rods that attach at 
sever <'II pornts along the visual marker's internal 
venlcal laces and anchor these upper planes to 
(3) solid ver Ileal plates below the light fixtures at 
the base. The exposed vertical faces are a senes 
of vertical triangular profiles machine welded to 
horizontal bars that attach to each vertical set of 
columns, creating a ngld frame anchored by the 
rods, and capable of resisting the forces imposed 
on the structure. TI1e (31 venical plates at the base 
are attached to corresponding base plates, which 
are bolted to threaded rods placed in the existing 
structure. 

Approximate size of the Light Visual marker art 
Work: S' equllaternl triangle, 60•tall 

111111 
nun 

Diagrams of light re·direction, Triangular Profiles 
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Diagrams of Light re-direction, Triangular Profiles 
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Stainless Steel Material Quality at NightTime 
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IMAGES OF SCALED MODEL, PHOTOGRAPHED AGAINST THE SKY 
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DEVELOPMENT 
AREA 

PROPOSED PARCfl "P"' 
397,320 SF OR 
9.12121 ACRES 
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PARCEL PLAN 
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Key Plan 

View 3 View 4 

View 6 View 7 
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EAST ELEVATION 

WEST ELEVATION 
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SOUTH ElEVATION 

NORTH ELEVATION 
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EXISTING BUILDING 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Washington Navy Yard (Washington Naval Gun Factory) -ca. 1983 photograph of Building 173. 
(Keyes Condon Florance Architects, et al., The Master Development Plan, Southeast Federal Center. Washington, D.C.. Washington, D.C.: General Services 
Administration, National Capital Region. February 1983, p. 28.) 
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