
2300 N Street NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1122 

Tel 202 663 8000 

Pillsbury 
Winthrop 
Shaw 
PittmanLLP 

Fax 202 663 8007 
www.p1llsburylaw com 

January 31, 2007 Kate Myers 
Phone 202 663 8049 

kate myers@plllsburylaw com 

Ms .. Carol Mitten, Chairperson 
Distnct of Columbia Zomng CommiSSion 
Office of Zomng 
441 4th Street, NW, Room 210 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

Re Howard University (the "Applicant") 
Approval to Amend Central Campus Plan and Special Exception Application 
for Further Processing, Zoning Commission Case No. 06-38 
Proposed Summary Order 

Dear Chairperson Mitten and Members of the CommiSSIOn 

Enclosed please find twenty cop1es of the Applicant's Proposed Summary Order 
for the above-captiOned apphcat1on Please feel free to contact me with any questiOns 

Enclosure 

400521955vl 

Best regards, 

x~~ 
Kate Myers 
Associate 

ZONING COMMISSJON 
Distnct of Columbia 
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Certificate of Service 

I hereby certtfy that a copy of the proposed Summary Order was dehvered or sent 
by 1st Class mall on January 31, 2007 to the addresses hsted below 

Maxme Brown-Roberts 
Office of Plannmg 
801 N Capttol Street, NE 
Sutte 4000 
Washmgton, DC 20002 

ANCIB 
PO Box 73710 
Washington, DC 20009 

ANC5C 
P.O Box 77761 
Washmgton, DC 20013 

Abdoulaye Bah 
Dtstnct Department of Transportation 
2000 14th Street, NW, 6th Floor 
W ashmgton, DC 20009 

400521903vl 



ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO. 06-38 
Z.C. Case No. 06-38 0 C Cf{<'- ~ 

(Howard University- Approval to Amend Central Campus Plan and Special 
Exception Application for Further Processing) Lffi7 J i\N J 1 P~i 12· 59 

January 18, 2007 

Application of President and Trustees of Howard Umversity, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 
3104.1 and m accordance with § 210 of the Zonmg RegulatiOns, the President and 
Trustees of Howard Umversity (heremafter "Howard") request to amend the Campus 
Plan approved m 1998 to permit the construction of a residential facllity for Its students 
to be known as the Men's Livmg and Learnmg Center ("LLC") Howard simultaneously 
requests special exception approval for the further processmg of the approved Campus 
Plan to permit the constructiOn of the LLC, which would be located on the mam campus 
between Crampton Auditonum, Childers Hall, and Greene Memonal Stadmm Fmally, 
Howard seeks a special exception pursuant to § 411 to allow three separate enclosures for 
Its penthouse and mechamcal equipment and for locating two of the rooftop structures 
withm the requrred setback from the extenor walls 

HEARING DATE: January 18, 2007 

DECISION DATE: January 18,2007 (Bench Decision) 

SUMMARY ORDER 

The zonmg relief requested m this case was self-certified, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 
31132 

The CommiSSion provided proper and timely notice of the public heanng on this 
application by publication m the DC Regzster, by mall to AdVIsory Neighborhood 
CommiSSions ("ANC") 1B and 5C, and to owners of property Within 200 feet of the site 
The campus of Howard Umversity IS located within the Junsdiction of ANC 1B and 5C 

As directed by 11 DCMR § 3035.4, the Commisston requtred the Apphcant to satisfy the 
burden of proVIng the elements of § 210 of the Zonmg Regulations, whtch are necessary 
to estabhsh the case for a special exceptton for a college or umverstty 

The design of the LLC does not make It feasible to locate the stair enclosure, elevator 
overrun and coolmg tower m one enclosure. In addition, the starr enclosure and elevator 
overrun wlll not be sufficiently set back from the roof edge As a result, Howard seeks 
spectal exception relief pursuant to Secttons 3104 1 and 411.11 from 11 DCMR Sections 
400 7 and 411.3 to allow three separate rooftop structures and to locate the stair enclosure 
and elevator overrun Withm the reqmred setback from the extenor walls. The screen 
Howard Is proposing around the penmeter of the roof will conceal the roof structures and 
ehmmate any aesthetic detnment the roof structures may have without a setback. 

As of Howard's 1998 Campus Plan, the overall floor area ratio ("FAR") for the campus Is 
well Withm the permitted boundanes under the Zomng RegulatiOns. Pursuant to 
paragraph 18 of BZA Order No. 16330, a maximum 2.75 FAR IS permitted for 
development of Howard's entire campus. After the demolition of the Center for 
HypertensiOn, Center for Stckle Cell Disease, Bethune Hall, the Physical Education 



Annex, and the new construction of the Lots Stokes Medtcal Ltbrary, the extstmg FAR of 
the Howard Campus ts 1 34 The construction of the LLC wtll add approximately 
117,465 square feet to the campus development, mcreasmg the FAR of the entire campus 
to 1.36, which remains well wtthm the maxtmum FAR. 

The D.C Office of Planmng, m a report dated January 12, 2007, which was submttted 
mto the record, concluded that the apphcation ts m conformance wtth the provtstons of 
§ 210 and recommended approval of the apphcation as submttted The District 
Department of Transportation, in a report dated January 8, 2007, stated that 1t had no 
obJectton to the proposal. ANC 1B submitted a letter m support of the apphcation dated 
October 10, 2006 ANC 5C submttted a letter m support of the apphcat10n dated 
November 29, 2006 Additional letters of support were submttted mto the record, 
mcludmg one from Bloommgdale C1vtc Association, Inc., dated October 16, 2006, and 
another from the Pleasant Plams C1v1c Assoc1at10n dated October 5, 2006. 

Based upon the record before the Commtsston, the Commtsston concludes that the 
Apphcant has met the burden of proof pursuant to 11 DCMR § 210 and that the requested 
rehef can be granted as bemg m harmony with the general purpose and mtent of the 
Zonmg Regulations and Map. The Comm1ss1on further concludes that grantmg the 
requested rehef wtll not tend to adversely affect the use of ne1ghbonng property m 
accordance wtth the Zonmg Regulations and Map. The Commission notes and gtves 
great wetght to, the recommendation of the Office of Plannmg that the apphcat10n 
satisfies the requirements of § 210 the Commtss10n notes, and gtves great wetght to, the 
recommendation of ANC 1B and ANC 5C to support the Umverstty's efforts to locate 
restdential fac1ht1es for 1ts students on campus. 

It IS, therefore, ORDERED that the further processmg application be GRANTED. It IS 
further ORDERED that the amendment to the 1998 Campus Plan be GRANTED subject 
to the condttions prevtously delmeated m Zomng Commtsston Order No 16330. 

Pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3100.5, the Commtsston has determmed to watve the 
requrrement of 11 DCMR § 3125 3 that findmgs of fact and conclusions of law 
accompany the Order of the CommiSSIOn The wa1ver Will not preJudtce the nghts of any 
party and ts appropnate m this case 

VOTE: 4-0-1 (Carol J. Mttten, Anthony J. Hood, John G. Parsons, and Mtchael Turnbull 
to approve; Gregory N. Jeffnes, havmg not partlctpated, not votmg). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. ZONING COMMISSION 
Each concurring member approved the issuance of this Order. 

ATTESTED BY: 
JERRIL YR. KRESS, FAIA 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ZONING 

FINALDATEOFORDER: ____________________ _ 


