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* * * Distnct of Columbia Government 
Advrsory Neighborhood Commission 6A·02 
815 F Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

July 23, 2007 

Ms Sharon S Schellin 
Secretary of the Zoning Comnuss10n 
Office of Zonmg 
One Judiciary Square 
441 41

h Street NW, SU1te 210S 
W ashrngton, DC 20001 

Re: ZC Case #06-23 

Ms Schelhn o< -o -"l 
::i: f'T1 

Please forward this letter of support fo1 the Office ofPicUUung's Supplemental Report for~ ~0 

amendmen~ to change eating estabhshment defimnons to the members of the Zomng · ~ ::_: 
CommissiOn w C5 

I would ask that the Zoning Comnris~mn conszder unplementmg all tlurreen changes proposed zn 
the attached report Most notably, please consider (1) the inclusion of movie theaters, (2) rmsmg 
the matter of right threshold for a prepared food shop from 12 to 18 seats and (3) the rev1sed 
defimtion of the cookmg. 

In close, all of the proposed correctt.ons should be adopted to clarify the 1mt1_al proposed text 
amendment Accordmgly, I am asking for your adopnon of the items contained in the Office of 
Plannmg' s Supplemental Report 

Respectfully, 

~"i~ 
Joseph Fengler, ANC 6A-02 

Cc Councilmember Tommy Wells 

ZONING COMMISSION 
District of Columbia 

CASE NO. (jf._c; ~.:2-3 
EXHIBIT NO. 3<6' 

For more mtorrnatton regarding our Commtsston, please visit our wsbs1te at www snc6a org 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
OFFICE OF PLANNING 

* * * 
Office of the D1rector 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Zonmg CommiSSion for the D1stricL of Columbta 

FROM: Harnet Tregonmg 
Director 

DATE: May 23, 2007 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Report for Text Amendments to change eatmg 
establishment definitions, m1t1ated by ANC 6A. 

At 1ts public hearing on April19, 2007, the Zonmg Commission requested OP to tabulate 
all of the comments and concerns With the proposed text amendment and make changes 
as necessary. Usmg the written filmgs, OP hsted requested changes from the Restaurant 
Association of Metropolitan Washmgton (RAMW), ANC 3C (3C). ANC 6B (6B). 
Woodley Park Community Assocxatton (WP), and Lmdsley Withams (LW). 

While OP did its best to respond to each comment w1th new language m the text 
amendment. the issues addressed by this proposal are comphcated and defy straight­
forward solutions. One of the central issues that many groups have 1S the way to separate 
out small neighborhood food service uses that are not restaurants or fast food restaurants. 
The term "cooked" caused much consternation, so the term has been removed. The 
alternative solUtiOn, outlined below, accomplishe& the same goal of separatmg out 
neighborhood food uses while elliilinatmg the need to establish a umque defmltlon for 
"cookmg" 

OP continues to ~upport the general method latd out m its previous report Tius is an 
extremely comphcated ISsue wtthout a perfect solut10n. We beheve that the amendments 
made based on the comments below address the tssues ra.tsed by the parties as completely 
a:, pos!lible and lh.at the le.x.L amendment propo~ed w1ll provide a much clearer process 
than exists now 
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Eatmg Estabhshment Text Amendment 
ZC#06-23 
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Issue 
1. Definmon of Cookzng (WP, 3C. 
LW) 

2. Lack of exception for secondary 
use as fast food, mcludmg movie 
theatres (WP, 3C) 

OPresponse 
Through- consultat10n With OAG, the term 
"cooked" has been removed. Food in prepared 
food shops ts not heated except with a microwave 
or toaster All other estabhshments would fall mto 
the restaurant or fast food estabhshment 
categones 

In the proposed language there lS an exemptlon for 
restaurants and grocery stores who have carry-out 
food as a secondary use. ThlS exception should be 
extended to other uses with secondary food service 
llk:e movie theaters and JS reflected m the attached 
text. 

3. Charactenst1cs that satzsfy Th1s lS a legttmmte concern that has been 
elements (b) and (c) of fast food addressed by rewording the proposed language. 
establishment need to be more 
clearly non-determmatlve (WP, 3C) 

4. Raise limit of matter-of-right OP IS open to either number. The attached 
Prepared Food Shop from 12 to 18 language has been changed to 18 seats 
(6B) 

5. Prepared food shop should ThiS change has been added to the attached text. 
replace "deltcatessens, carry-outs, 
and similar eatmg or drmlang 
e.uubliJ·hmentJ'" in the limltatzons of 
Section I 302 5 (WP, 3C, L W) 

6. Amendment 39(d)(z) should Th1s change has been made. 
change 721.3(s) rather than 
721.3(t) (3C, LW) 

7 Amend language m § 1807(jjf) to 
change fast food to fast food 
establishment ( L W) 

the text states that one preferred use 1s "restaurant, 
not mcludmg drive-in and fast food." Rather than 
include the word "estabhshment" tt would be 
clearer to s1mply remove the modtfymg phrase and 
have the preferred use as simply ''restaurant." 
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Eatmg Estabhshm.ent Text Amendment 
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8. Prov~de a separate category and 
definition for cafeteria ( 68) 

The reason for dtfferentlating between restaurants 
and fast food establishments has been the different 
Impacts that those uses have on the surrounding 
community. The cafetena models in existence 
today have Impacts that relate more, espec1ally m 
terms of number of people ~erved, Lo fw,t food than 
to restaurants and do not differ enough from fast 
food uses m 1m pacts to JUStify a separate category. 
OP beheves that cafeterias m C-2-A zones should 
have the same rev1ew as other uses with simllar 
1m pacts. 

9 Amend cntena for fast food A new subsection under 733 has been added to 
establishment special exception in allow modification of certnin requ1rements under 
the C-2-A zone (6B) Section 733 by Spec1al Exception See 3(e). 

10. Change the term "plates" to Th1s change has been made. 
"tableware" (RAMW) 

11. Provtde amnesty for exzstmg 
Certificates of Occupancy that do 
not fall mto correct categones. 
(RAMW; l~W) 

The Zoning Aclmmistrator has indicated that many 
busmesses with mcorrect Certificates of 
Occupdllcy would nol be allowed to operate as a 
matter-of-right 1f they had been lSsued correctly. 
Tlus puts any 1mpacts of such busmesses on the 
surroundmg community without proper pubhc 
comment. He recommends co:ntmumg to requtte 
relief for mcorrect C of Os when a change of 
ownership or alteration requires them to be 
updated He would support allowmg ex1stu1g uses 
that would otherw1se need a var1ance to proceed as 
a SJ>ectal exception 

12. Remove Drive-m 
zdentified use (L W). 

as an This change has been made. 

13. Various grammatical and Many of these changes have been made m the text. 
technical changes (LW). 


