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Ms. Sharon S. Schellin 
Secretary to the Zomng Commtsston 
V 1a email to. dcoz@dc gov 
And by hand to· 441 4th Street, NW, Smte 210 

Dear Ms. Schellin, 

April 19, 2007 

Re Case No 06-23 

Stanton Park Netghborhood Assoctatlon (SPNA) 1s a ctvtc assoctatton that works 
for 1mprovement of the Stanton Park netghborhood by representing the mterests of the 
community m the area bounded by East Cap1tol Street, 1Oth Street NE, H Street NE, and 
2nd Street NE 

SPNA fully supports the need to amend the Eatmg Establishment Defimttons and 
supports the stated mtentton to mclude cntena Within the defimtton of "fast food 
establishment" that can be readily determined as part of the Zonmg Admmtstrator' s 
buildmg permit review process However, the language that has been proposed contains 
vagueness that wtll cause problems stmtlar to the current defimtion. For example, the 
proposed defimtions state that a fast food establishment ts a placed where food is 
"cooked". Does thts definitlon mclude food that is microwaved or stmply rewarmed? 
SPNA can foresee BZA cases that hinge on how thts word ts interpreted. In addttion, 
many of the phystcal characteristics that were proposed by ANC 6A have been 
eliminated in the proposed definitions SPNA would hke to see these elements of ANC 
6A's proposed defimtlon mcorporated mto the final defirut10n 

In additlon, SPNA recommends the followmg 

Elimmation of the self certification provtston of § 199 1 (b) that permtts an 
establishment, in whtch customers pay for food before it is consumed and the 
permit plans show a servtce counter wtthout seattng, to avoid the fast food 
classtficatlon by claimmg tts carry out business is subordinate to the pnncipal 
business of a restaurant or grocery. 

Elimmation of the Prepared Food Shop defmitton Both Prepared Food Shops 
and Fast Food Establishments are similar in terms of the extemahtles they impose 
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on the commuruty m terms of high customer turnover that generates more foot 
and vehicular traffic and more trash. The distinction needs to be made between 
these lands of establishments and traditional restaurants that do not impose those 
externalities. Fast Food Establishments should be defined as servmg "prepared" 
food rather than "cooked" food 

In terms of implementation ofSPNA's recommendation, SPNA defers to ANC 
6A for recommendations concerning specific language and appreciates their taking the 
lead in this area SPNA also commends the Commission for addressmg this issue and 
recognizing the need to revise the existing regulations 

cc· Joe Fengler, Chair, ANC 6A 
Karen Wirt, Chrur, ANC 6C 
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SPNA land Use Committee 


