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CommittJ)e Member COUNCILMEMBER MARION BARRY 
Former Mayor 
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(202) 724-8045 (vo1ce) 
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Pubhc Works and the Envrroment 

July 6. 2006 

Ms Carol J Mitten 
Chairman 
Dtstnct of Columbta Zomng Cotnmtsston 
4414th Stree~ N.W 
Smte 210 South 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Mttten 

r-...> 
WMATA Board of Drrect~ 

I am wntmg to strongly urge the members of the Zonmg Commtsston to act m the financtal and 
pohttcal mterest of thts ctty by supportmg the zonmg rehef requested by Western Development 
through its principal Herb Mtller The current financmg challenge we face as a city is that the 
total anticipated cost for parking ts in excess of$74,000,000 and the only avmlable fundmg ts 
hmtted to $21,000,000. We have few options unless we go mto partnership wtth a pnvate 
developer 

I am however unalterably opposed any plans, which would provtde for the construction of two 
unsightly exposed parkmg garages in front of our stadium. Despite a disadvantageous lease 
agreement with MaJor League Baseball, our publicly financed stadiUm should still command the 
prerogatives of ownership The overall look and feel of the stte IS essential to current and future 
development and revenue for the city. Addttlonally, the construction of surface only parking lots 
would deprive the ctty of milliOns m anticipated revenue due to the absence of any residential or 
retail development potential Completely underground lots whtle an appealmg option, are at thts 
pomt umeahsttc and excessively expensive 

I am of the belief that the ctty should be reqmred to develop a financmg plan through the pnvate 
sector, to close the gap m financmg pnor to the start of construction and subject to the approval 
of the Council There extst no other feastble options at thts late hour to meet our obJectives 
while complymg wtth the contractual parking commitments to MaJor League Baseball. 
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Page 2, Barry 

This is a crucial deciSion in tludustory ofland use In our city:and we cannot afford to drop the 
ball. Fmlure to approve the WesterrrE>evetopment propo~al w1il depnve our city of much needed 
tax revenue and badly needed resources for a commumty benefits fund and therefore, for the 
sake of all D C residents, I 11rge you to support It 

Smcerely, 

Cc· CommisSioner Anthony Hood 
CommiSSioner Gregory N J effenes 
CommiSSioner Kevm Hildebrand 
Commissioner John Parsons 


