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August 28, 2006 

Ms. C$o1 J. M~ Chairpun.on 
District of Columbia Zoning CommiSSJon 
Office of7.onina& 
441-4th Street, N W. 
Washing10n, DC 20001 

Re: Opposition to OWU's 8/25/06 Request to Reorder 9/14 W Public Hearings 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

In response to two August 4, 2006 Zoning Commission Notices of Public Hearing, on August 
J 6th, the West End Citizens Assomation (WF.CA) sub.mjtted two lcncrs to the Office of Zoning 
Director. One ruqueswd ... Party .. statwc for l'..oning Commission Case Nos. 06-11 and 06-12 
relating to the George Washington University (GwtJ). The other expressed the WECA's intent 
to testify on Case No. 06-19, Text Amendment - College and University Regulations. 'l'he 
Commissionts Notice for Case No. 06·19 stated, "TinS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL 
ADVISORY NMIOIIBORHOOD COMMISSIONS ... The case will be heard imnlediat.ely prior 
to the hearing on ZC Cases 06-11 and 06-12" (emphases addc::d) •• 

This lett.=r expresses the WECA 's opposition to GWU's August 25111 ..-equest (at the bottom of p. 
2 of Maureen Dwyer's "Supplemental Filing" letter to you on these 3 cases) \0 reorder the 
Commission's Septcmbe:r 141h two public hearings. F'ust, since the T"'Kt Amendment (Case No. 
06-19) is of interest city-wide. reordering it to after four (4) days ofpubli~ &estimony on OWUts 
land use applications (Case Nos. 06-11 & 06-12) would be unfair to interested persons 
throughout the City and inappropriate. Also, d\e WECA believes that any reordering should be 
indicated in a supplemental Notice pubHshed in the .QC ~. providing the minimum 40 
days of public notice, PS required by 11 DCMR §3014.1(a). Second. the WTIC:A tinnly believes 
that the Commission should not hear owut B land use applications (Nos. 06-11 & 06-12) until a 
Text Amendment is finalized. 

Please find attached a 1-page document entitled "Quotes Related to Sequencing of Text 
Amendment Case Before OWU Cases." It begins by citing the WECA's llebruary 12th letter 
stating. "the WBCA believes that OWU's Not:icc of Intent for ap omnibus PUD and Map 
Amendment is not consistent with the zoning regulations... Next is a detailed WECA e.-mall to 
\he Office of Planning (OP) D.iroclor as-"'input for OP,s report to ZC for its setdown 
consideration ofGWU's rcecnt filinp." Uofortu113tely, OP did not capture the main WECA 
point in its April 10111 setdownreport. The WECA statecb "OWU's 2116 .fllin.gs make m~tiple 
menticms of the need for OP to draft a Text Amendment to t.be rules goveming campus plans. 
'llle WECA believes that this need is rucogmtion that, under the current zomng rules, GWU 
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cannot proceed w/o a change to them . . the WHCA believes that. until a Text Amendment is 
published for public comment. the Zoning Commission holds a hearing on the proposed text. & 
then the Text Amendment is published as a final rule, the CommiSSJon cannot ..• hold a public 
hearing (emphasis added)." The Pla:t.a Condominium's March 27th letter elaborates, "The P1a7.a 
believes &hal any public hearings ••• by the .r'..oning Commission are premature stncc changes in 
the Citfs zoning regulations for campus plans and PUDs arc ncccslrt8ty rznt." 

On August l611r. the Foggy Bottom and West lind Advisory Neighborhood Commis~ion (ANC· 
2A) passed a resolution that the Text Amendment cue should be heani and finalized first. i.e., 
before the Commission hears OWU's land~ applicati~. The law m:fuires the Comminion to 
give "great weight" to ANC-2A. 

The WECA intends to present testimony during the Text Amendment Case No. 06-19 that wiJJ 
Waborate on what changes in rules should be made (and published in fmal) before the 
Commission hears GWU's land usc cases. 

lf any additional infonnation is needed, Barbara Kahlow c:an. be reaehed during the day on (202) 
965-1083. 

Attachment 

cc Maureen Dwyer, C'..ounsel for GWU 
Vmcent Micone, Chair~ ANC-2A 
Travis Parker. OP 
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Sincerely, 

P~i,CA~ 
V'"J~hn C. Batham 

President 
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Quotes Related to Sequencing ofTexr Amendment Case Before GWU Cases 

2/I 2/06 WBCA lettw to QZ l>irector Jmilx Kres.c; 
~e WBCA believes that etwu~!l Notice of Intent for an omnibus PUD and Map 
Amcmdment is not consistent with the 7.oning regulations. . .. 

In addition to the key sequencing \"cart before the horse"- fili:ag a Notlce of Intellt for a 
PlJO and Map Amendment ... , the WI~CA questions whether ... '' 

2121106 WBCA e-mail to OP Director FJlcn McCarthy 
Frvm; Barbara Kahlow [mallto:bttrbera.kahlow@verlzon.netJ 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2006 5:33 PM 
To~ 'Eiten.Mc:Carthy@dc.gov' 
Cc: 'vnrn3@earthUnk.ner; "M Thomas - ANC2A02'; 'Sara MaddUX' 
SUbject: Input for OP's report to ZC for Its setdown consfderatfon of GWU's recent filings 

'Ellen- On behalt of thGI West 'End C.lt.l:rwns Aasoc..&.At1on (WF.cA), 1 atn 
forwarding to you as Director of OP a 2/12/06 lottar from tho WECA to 
0~ asking o~ to ~eturn GWU's 2/6 Notice of Intent & its l/16 tilinqs 
!Special Exception application, Camp~~ Pl~n application, ' lst ~tag& 
PUD & Zoning Hap Amendment applicationi w/o further processing. CWU's 
2/16 £llingH make multiple mentions of the need for OP to draft a Text 
Amendment to the ~cs qovcrninq c~us p!ano. The WECA bcliovco thAt 
this need is recognition that, under the current 7-oning rules, ~~u 
cannot proceed w/o a chanqe to th~. as the WECA's 2/12 letter so 
indicilTI'IS. A.<; .a c:un"'ttquHnue, the WF.C'A believes that, until a Text 
Amandment is pub.ll.sheGI tor pUblic commtmt, th~ Zou~uq Cumm.LSS.Luu hulels 
a hearing on the proposed ~M~t., & then the Text Amendment iB publ1shed 
as a tina! rule, the COlm'Cii..!loion c.o.nnor t;ul.duwn 1 he Clil.Btt, hQld 6 puull c; 
h .. >~r 1ng, Mtc. l•11o'tu"e Include a discussion of: the WECJ\'s ana!ysis in 
01" l:J report to the Commission prior to its setdown consideration. n 

3/2'UDQ The Plaza Jetter to OZ Director Jerrily Kre&c; 
nThe Pla7.a believes that any public hearings or further consideration by the Zoning 
Commission are premature since changes in the C1ty's zoning regulations for campus 
plans and PUDs are necessary first." 

4/10/06 OP Setdown Report (p. 20) 
'•Text Amendment 
The second change that is necussary to accomplish the proposed [GWU] plan is a change 
to the exjsting language ofSeotion210.3 of the zoning n.-gulatiOJIS ...• 1hctc arc 
currently no other university properties in the city with R->D or R~S·E zoning wtth the 
exception of two existing donns on the Hownrd University compus zoned R-5-E." 

814/06 IX; &~sister L:oning CgmmissiQn Notice of Public Hearjna on text Amendment­
College & Univmity Ru!Jlations (53 DCR 6349) 
"mtS CASE IS OF INtEREST TO ALL ADVlSORY NI:!JGHBORHOOD 
COMMISSIONS •.. 
The case will be heard immediately prior to the hearing on ZC Cases 06-11 and 06-12"" 
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