
HECENED 

ST PAU[S PARISH 
THE REVEREND ANDREW L SLOANE R[CTOR 

September 18, 2006 

Carol Mitten, Chairman 
Zonmg Commission 
441 Fourth St, N W., Smte 200 South 
W aslungton, D C. 20001 

Re· GW Campus Plan Cases No 06-11,06-12, and 06-19 

Dear Ms. Mitten, 

ZONING OOMMIUION 
Oletrlet of Columbia 

CASE NO._...:fJ;..;:lr_--.:..,( 1r---
EXHIBIT NO._...!.t(_V ___ _ 

I wnte to gtve my support to the above-referenced plan for Ge_prge W ashmgton 
University's campus 

Ftrst, I must lay some claim to Square 54 My own pansh of St Paul's was 
situated on a part of this parcel of land from its foundmg m 1867 until its compulsory 
purchase by the government in-1945 to build the former George Washington Umvers1ty 
Hospital. This case of emment domain was v1gorously fought by my predecessor, Father 
McCallum, and hts panshtoners, at that tllile And as 1s always true m such cases, fair 
market compensatiOn 1s never actually real1zed and 1t proved to be a very traumatic 
penod m my pansh's history The pansh chose to continue its IDISSton and mmistry m 
the Foggy Bottom ne1ghborhood and now IS located at 2430 K St OIJ. the south side ofK 
Street -- a far less satisfactory location than we ongmally had on 24th Street 

Havmg said that, I do wnte to commend the proposals before you Not only am I 
the Rector of thts pansh, but the Rectory 1s at 957- 25th Street and so I reside m the 
htstonc Foggy Bottom neighborhood As such, I am acutely aware of the difficulties that 
exist between residents such as myself and the University Chief among these, and one 
that has been very much a part of my hfe m the past 9 years, IS the unruly behav10r of 
undergraduates who rent homes in this residential neighborhood With their supposition 
that we must Simply adjust our living to that of a campus This causes not only 
msufferable hvmg condttions, especially late at rught for the residents, but also further 
mcreases the tens10n between the Umverstty and the commumty I believe that the 
Uruversity has responded well to our concerns and complaints and I especially 
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commend Mtchael Aiken, D1rector of the Office ofDistnct ofColumb1a and Foggy 
Bottom/West End Affarrs at GWU for hls dihgent work in this 

The plan seems to address the housmg problems that extst and offers some 
solutions to that elsewhere on the campus away from the famtly res1dennal hlstonc 
dtstnct 

I espec1ally would like to commend the mixed-use commerc1al redevelopment of 
Square 54 The shortage of neighborhood-servmg retail opportumttes has been a 
drawback in this part of Washington and the "town center" approach to the ground floor 
development of Square 54 1s to be greeted, I tfnnk, wtth enthus1asm The recent ecstatic 
recept1on of"Trader Joe's" on 25th Street between Pennsylvama and M Street ts a case in 
point and another grocery store would be too good to be true! 

I also beheve that the University has tned consistently over the last two years to 
reach out to 1ts netghbors m Foggy Bottom for our mput regardmg the future of Square 
54 and the contmued development of the Uruverstty Indeed, I have been a part of that 
process and agam I commend Mtchael Aiken and hls colleagues for therr diligence and 
enthusiasm m thls, and for incorporating our tdeas and concerns into the plan 

I also note the fact that GWU, m coordmation wtth the Office of Planning and 
Histone Preservation, has conducted an m-depth campus architectural and historic 
preservation study I know that the Uruvers1ty's ongtnal development plan was 
significantly mod1fi.ed to preserve tmportant campus resources 

If I can be of further assistance m thts, please do not hesttate to be m touch wtth 
me at the address below 

Sincerely, 

The Reverend Sloane, D D. 
Rector 
St Paul's Pansh 

cc· Mr Mtchael Atken, Dtrector 
Office ofDistnct of Columb1a and Foggy Bottom/West End Affarrs 
1922 F Street, N W, Swte 301 
Washington, DC. 20052 


