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Dear Ms M1tten and Zomng Comm1ss1on Members 

EXHIBIT No. 3'fl 

My husband and I wnte m support of the George Washmgton Umvers1ty Proposed Campus 
Plan Th1s letter lists the pnmary reasons we both believe th1s plan 1s m the best mterests of our 
h1stonc neighborhood (Foggy Bottom}, the c1ty, and the University But first, let me say that we 
are c1ty dwellers We love this neighborhood because 1t 1s a c1ty -as opposed to a suburban­
like- neighborhood And wh1le we have not always agreed With our neighbor the Umvers1ty, we 
feel that Foggy Bottom 1s a more dynamic c1ty neighborhood because the Umvers1ty IS 1n our 
m1dst 

We believe the plan aiJows the Umversrty to become a better ne1ghbor whtle addmg stgmficantly 
to our c1ty As bnefly as possible, here are our reasons for saymg so 

1 We have actiVely part1c1pated 1n as many of the open, facilitated meetmgs as possible 
dunng the development of the plan and we have seen our recommendations, concerns 
and enthusiasms reflected 1n the Umvers1ty's plan We applaud the use of an 
mdependent facilitator and the mvolvement of the Umvers1ty's and the City's planners m 
meamngful dialogue We believe the process was honest, valid and has demonstrated 
results 

2 "Grow Up, Not Out" IS the nght answer to the neighborhood's concern that George 
Washtngton Umvers1ty IS sp11lmg O!JtSide 1ts boundanes As much as we love the 
Umvers1ty, we also love the h1gh-nses like our own, the 1nst1tut1ons such as the Kennedy 
Center, the qu1rky mews and the old row houses We want th1s netghborhood preserved 
m tts architectural nchness and dtverstty "Grow Up, Not Out" contatns the student 
exuberance wtthin the campus boundanes, helps create a world class tnst1tut1on m the 
c1ty we love, and preserves the dtvers1ty of our netghborhood 

3 The htstonc preservatton plan encompassed m the campus plan ts crrttcal to our support 
We strongly support the creat1on of a UniVersity htstonc dtstnct and the des1gnat1on of 
h1stonc structures We also applaud the Umverstty's partnership with the School Without 
Walls, both phys1cal and academic We know the Umverstty to be a good netghbor 
across the c1ty through our other volunteer and work efforts 
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4 George Washrngton Umversrty has demonstrated rts comm1tment by makmg the 
prom1sed changes m hous1ng for th1s school year that grew out of the planmng forums 
We agree that the Umversrty may not have always heard Foggy Bottom concerns, but 
they have demonstrated good faith m heanng them now and ab1dmg by the 
commrtments they have made 

5 We are also fans of the University's proposal for Square 54, prov1ded that there~~ a 
s1gmficant commitment to moderate 1ncome housrng w1th1n 1ts residential core When we 
ftrst moved to thts nerghborhood rn 1993, we were surpnsed by the lack of reta1l and 
restaurant serv1ces The Umvers1ty has 1m proved that wrth small retarl and eat1ng 
optrons Wlthm dorms and other campus buJidrngs But we need a shopprng area that 
can support the very s1gnrficant number of new resrdences between us and the West 
End We have ra1sed w1th the Umversrty the hope that Improvements to the Foggy 
Bottom metro statron, the fourth bus1est m the systerr, can be part of Sguare 54 These 
should begm wrth a canopy, and if poss1ble Include a tunnel under 23rd Street As an 
asrde, we both work wrth nonprofit 1nst1tut1ons Earned revenue rs essentral to financ1al 
stabrhty and secunty for any nonprofrt today 

6 We have been qurte vocal tn meetmgs wrth the Umversrty about the need to preserve 
and expand green space, the tree canopy, and effectrve Bay-fnendly pavements and 
plantmgs We have spoken to Umvers1ty officials and planners at the public forums 
about these elements of the Streetscape Plan Overall Foggy Bottom and the West End 
have lost rmportant green canopy and space as the planned umt developments tear out 
the trees and replace them wrth small bench-type planttngs that prov1de one tenth the 
cover Please rnsure strong requirements for thrs element of the overall plan 

As residents tn a small and beautiful urban neighborhood, we want that neighborhood protected 
For the reasons above, we believe the Umvers1ty's proposed campus plan does so But as 
residents of a great crty, the D1strrct of Columbia, we want to see the c1ty contrnue to thrrve 
Hrgher educat1on rs a prrmary employer 1n thrs crty and one we are qu1te happy to clarm, haVJng 
lived earlier 1n areas more characterrzed by d1stnbutron, office that d1ed at 5 p m , and light 
mdustrral uses George Washmgton Umvers1ty has rncreased rts natrona! stature many fold over 
the past 20 years We hope rt does become a world-class umverstty, for the sake of our crty 
We are wrlhng to live as that Umversrty's ne1ghbor, provrded that the Unrversrty adheres to the 
proposed plan Jt has the rrght balance to achieve both goals The comm1tment to an 
mdependent audit of enrollment by the Umvers1ty demonstrates that approprrate enforcement 
mechamsms extst and we hope they wrll be bu1lt 1nto the plan. 

We thank you for allowmg us to provrde our thoughts m thts letter and hope that the Zomng 
CommiSSion w11J approve the proposed campus plan for G orge Washrngton Umvers1ty 

~./dtLJ!) 81~.........,..,~ 
B1ll Schechter 
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