
September 13,2006 

Carol Mitten, Chalrm.a.n 
Zorung ComnusSlon 
441 4th Street Nw, SUlte 200 South 
Wasl:ungton DC 20001 

Dear Chau:man Mitten 

RECEIVED 

DC OPFICE OF ZON!NG 

I wnte to you today as an employee of a West End bus:~ness, a DlStoct of Columb1a resl.dent, and a George Wasl:ungton 
Umverstty alumnus I want to express my support for the 2006 George Washtngton Umverstty Campus Plan, 1ts 
aggresstve strategy for development wtthtn the boundanes of the campus, and the umverstty's vasdy tmproved record of 
acluevement over the past few years of growtng wtthout further encroacl:ung on 1ts netghbors 

When I arnved m Foggy Bottom m 1999, untverSlty expanston was dtrected to the north and to the west. The untverstty 
had recendy purchased what would become the Hall on Vttgl1lla Avenue and would soon purchase the blllkhng now 
know as the Aston Local restdents feared that the umverstty was on a march to Georgetown However, Slnce that tune 
(and largely m response to the concerns of the local commumty), GWU has centrahzed development wtthtn th.e 
umverstty's extsttng borders and taken great stodes to refocus campus hfe towards the southern edge of the campus 
The new Elliot School of Internauonal Affau:s BUlldtng (1957 E Street NW) 1s a shtrung example of how the untverstty 
has added classroom space and undergraduate housmg to an area of the campus dormnated by government office 
bUlldtng and not restdenual hoUSlng Recent addtuons of a Busmess School bUlldtng, the Medl.a and Pubhc Affau:s 
bUlldtng, and the Ivory Tower dorm further demonstrate how GWU can meet 1ts needs for growth wtth mtelhgent 
development wtthtn tts own borders 

Campus Plan condtuons comnuttmg the umverstty to removmg all undergraduate students from the Hall on Vugtn~.a 
Avenue, the Aston, Ctty Hall, and Columb1a Plaza further demonstrate GWU's commttment to thls smart growth 
strategy Th1S will stgmficandy alter the landscape of the student population m the West End and Foggy Bottom, and 
represents the umverSlty's good falth effort to find housmg solutions wtthtn lts boundanes I beheve that those who 
argue that GWU carmot grow responstbly wtthm tts boundanes have not looked at the progress they have made over the 
last few years nor fully constdered the untverstty's plans for the future 

The untverslty has been cnuozed for embarlang on a strategy that denves mcome from rental properties m and around 
the campus However, th1s strategy 1S a creative response to the problem of a comparatively small endowment that 
burdens many former commuter schools. GWU's continued success m as a world-class mstltutlon depends on thls 
strategy unul such t1me as the alumm base can meet those needs Also, detractors fat! to note that those properties 
would more than hkely have ended up m the hands of other developers and other maJOr corporation If development ts 
gomg to occur anyway, who better to denve profits from the development of these areas than a pubhc-spmted, local 
umverstty? 

I don't have to tell you the tmportance of havmg world-class educauonal facthues m the Dtstoct of Columb1a I can say 
from expenence that undergraduate educational mstltutlons hke GWU bnng new restdents and new hfe to the Dtstnct 
As a reSldent who has adopted thts oty as my hOl_lle, I can say my posttlve expenence at GWU had a dramauc effect on 
my deClSton to conunue restdtng here. L!keWlSe, for the oty to retam restdents hke myself lt will need top tler post­
graduate educatlon programs and quahty Jobs - both mdtsputable outcomes of the umverSlty's growth I strongly urge 
you to adopt George Washtngton UntverSlty's Campus Plan and help bUlld the successful, vtbrant, dynamtc DlStnct of 
Columb1a, Foggy Bottom, and West End that we would all hke to see m the future. 

~ 
KentSpnngfield 
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