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September 10,2006 

Carol Mrtten, Cha1rman 
Zonm~ Comm1ss1on 
441 4 Street NW, Suite 200 South 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE GW Campus Plan Cases #06-11, #06-12 and #06-19 

Dear Ms M1tten 

Th1s letter IS 1n support of the George Washrngton Umvers1ty (GWU) Campus Plan as 
referenced above As a permanent resident of Foggy Bottom, who owns property 1n Potomac 
Plaza, I would like to see the neighborhood develop as a more rnclus1ve community with additional 
reta1l servrces 

As I understand the purpose of the Campus Plan, Square 54 wrll allow for a m1xed-use 
commerc1al redevelopment Thrs mtxed use Will bnng us together as ne1ghbors when us1ng these 
serv1ces provided 1n the proposed bUilding Just as the newly opened Trader Joe's, rn the former 
Columbia Woman's Hospital, has enlivened and ennched the neighborhood the proposed 
serv1ces for Square 54 Will add to that mix of amenities 

the proposed Campus Plan also prom1ses to mcreasc:t the number of students housed on 
campus, Improve landscapmg and surroundmg streetscape and generally enhance the campus 
enVIronment I believe all of these add to the quality of hfe 1n Foggy Bottom As the reality 
unfolds, the ne1ghbors deserve to be updated and to be Involved m changes as they have 1n the 
past 

Dunng my career, I fived on s1x different campuses as part of the academ1c community It was 
never obVIous to me that the campus was a detnment to the community but Indeed ennched 
everyone Now I am not an academic but a property owner on a block next to a dorm1tory In fact, 
I lived here several months before realiZing that thts bUilding was a dormitory Because the 
campus bnngs acbVJty to the Foggy Bottom Metro block, I am never afraid to walk home late m the 
evenmg While students have been gu1lty of no1se levels and other mfnngements, GWU has 
made every effort m these past few years to create ways to address these disturbances 

It d1sturbs me that The Foggy Bottom Assoc1at1on and the ANC seem to be negative toward 
almost any change 1n our neighborhood My wonderment IS 1f we d1d not have the advantage of a 
large Unrversrty- what and who would be developmg the neighborhood? Former controversy has 
made GWU accountable for plannrng and I bel~eve It IS now time to truly work together to bnng 
additional benefits to the nerghborhood 
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