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District of Columbia 
Comprehensive Pia 

ture Land Use Map 
Purpose 
This map will be part of the Comprehensive Plan of the District of Columbia once adopted. 
Its color-coded categories express public policy on future land uses across the city. 
Preparation of this map is required by DC Law to "represent the land use policies set forth 
in the proposed Land Use Element" , using "standardized colors for planning maps." 

Status of this Map 
This map was enacted as part of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006 (D.C. 
Law 16-299, effective March 8, 2007) 





LEGEND 
Residential Land Use Categories 

Low Density Residential 
Defines the Disbict's single famiiy netgtlbomoods. SmiJe 1ami:y deladled and semi~elacht"d housing units WIth 
front, back. and side yards are the pradomlnanl uses. 

Moderate Density Residential 
Defines the District', row house nelghborhoocjs iJ5 weli as .ts low-tile garden apartment complexes Also applIes 
10 area.5 characteriZed by a mix of single ' amiy home.s, 2-4 unit buildings, row houses, and low-rise apartment 
buildings. In some okjer inner cily oeighOOrtlooda w ith tilts designation there: may a'so be existing multi-story 
apartments. 

Medium Density Residential 
Defines neighbolhoods 01 areas where mjd-rtse (4-1 s.toties) apartment bulldl"Glsr8 the predominant use. 
POCkets rllow and moderate d&nS~y housing rnay e)ljst WIthin lhese areas. This designation also may apply 10 
ta ller rel5K1enlia l btJldings surrounckld by large areas of pennaflent open spaCct. 

High Density Residential 
Deftnes neighborhoods and oonidofs where h igh-rise (8 slOfies Of morel apartment bui!dlngs are the predominant 
U5e. Pockets d leu dense hOUSing may e:lCist witran Ihase areas. 

Commercial Land Use Categories 

Low Density Commercial 

• 

Defines shopping and H1'Vice areas thal are g~nerally low In scale and characllH. Retail. offICe. and service 
buslflesses afe the predominant uses. Areas range 'rom small business duo.tricts that draw pnmarjy from the 
surrounding neighborhoods to larger business districts u:ies lha! draw frem a broadef market aroo. Their convnan 
feature is that they are co~$ei1 prlmarlly of one- to Ihr!le-{ltory COlllmel"Dal buildings 

Moderate Density Commercial 
Define.s -liihop.ping and S8N1Ce are8S ltlat ere .scmewflat more Jnfen!Se In scale and CI'larect&r than the loW-density 
oornnercial Mea.'!!. Retail . office, and seNIce businesses are the predomnanl uses. Areas range from small 
bus",oss dIStricts 1/'\31 draw primari:y from the sUlTO<Jnding neighboffloods to larger tluSin.e:!j:5 district uses tNti 
draw from a broader market Mea. Bui dings are large-r anOlor taner than If'1ose In low den~lty commercial areas 
but generally f!o not 8);ceed Nve storie5 In M{ghl. 

Medium Density Commercial 
Defines shopping and slN'Vice areas Ina' are SoM"l@W't'l al mara inlense in scale and c/lovacter U'lan the moderate­
density commerda/lJfe as. Retail , office . and ! l!IrYD! busire5MI$ are the predominant uses. Areas gemtrtllly draw 
from a citywrde market itfea. Buildings el1!l gM&ra!Jy larger andfor laller than those in mOderate aeilsity commercial 
areas bul general,">, do not 9:':00ed e ight stori~s In hlEl~1 

High Density Commercial 
Defioas the central empklymenl d istrld of the city a .... d othe, malOl' otflGe employment cenlers an the downtown 
pEtflmeter . Characterized by offica and mi);sd offlCe/relall bUildlogs greater than eight stories In height. althou.gh 
many lower :scale buikimSS (including hisforic boHdings) are interspersed. 

Production, Distribution, and Repair 
This category deflo&s areas chanldenzed by manufactoonll. warehouslO{), whae:sale sod distribuhon centers, 
transportation seNices, food serv1ces. printers and publ/sl'lBrS. loutism support &efVk;es . and commercial . mUOIcipal, 
ancs utility activ10es whict1 may require subStanllal buff9r1ng from ['K)i$e--, sir ~IUlion- and J~I- S6flSl'n .... e uses sUCh 
as hol.Ising . This category is also used to dano'e rail road rlghls~f-way. swilcfllog. and maintenance yards, bus 
garages. and similar uses related 10 the movemefll of rrelght. !=ouch as truck terminals. 

Public and Institutional Land Use Categories 

Federal 

• 
• 

Includes land and fac~ities oWTlIed. occupied and used bylhtl federal government. e);c1udlog parks and open space 
Uses include military bases. fed~1 tJJvernmenl bunoings. the Inl« national Chancery Center , federal hospllals. 
and SImilar federal governmen t adivi(ies. 11\8 "Federal - C3IHgOry ~ner;;Mty denotes ownership rat~r (han use 
Land with this designation is generally nol sutlled to zonmg. 

Local Public Facilities 
InclUClc:s land and fac'lli{ies occupl'ed and used by the District of CoIumb\a govemment or oth.er Ioc:al government 
agencies (.such as WMA TA), exchJding parir.s and open splice. Uses indude publk: iChools irx::fudJn.g charter 
schoos. public hO$pitals . 9Qf8fnmenl. office comptexe!> , ard 51mb local gO'Jarnmenl activities . Because of the 
liCaie of thl$ map. local pub(ic 1aollCfes .smalJf!.r Ulan Of'le ac.re--lnch..ding some cI the Ol'slTJd 's IIt.'aries . po~ce alYj 
fir e slBtions. and similar u585-may not be shown. 

Institutional 
Indudes land and facllilles oa:upied and used by co!leges and 'Univel'Silles. large pl'wate sGhoOls , hOspitals. 
religious organizations, and sjmi~ar insliluUons. BetCall$e of 1he scale of this map ... mollSr!!r Instih~k1f\81 uses such 
as dwrcnes are generally not shown unless they am Joca(ed on sites thai Bfe selJa'sl scres. In lilza. 

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Includes the federal and Dislrid pari( systems, including Ihe National! Parks . the cirCles and squares of Ihe I.. "Enfant 
city and Disllid neighborhoods, the NWklnaf U al4. seningB tor $;gniffcant commemoralivo works. certain federal 
buildings such as Ihe White House and the US Capitol grolSlds and museums, and OI:drid-operaled parks and 
associated reaealion centers. It also includes permanefil open space uses such as cerTIQ.tenes, open space 
associaled wflh uhlilies such as Ihe Dalecarlia al1(l McMillan Rese."Voirs. and open space along h~hways such C:lS 

Suitland ParkYtray. This category inch~es B mbe of paSSf'Ye open space (for re'Source conserva.t:ion ilild habitat 
protection) and actl1J8 open space <for recrealion). 

Mixed Land Use 

Areas where the miJCiog of two or more land u:!lBS is en:oura9&d era shown using .striped patterns. The colors of 
the stripes correspond 10 the sp&clfic land U!i9S The general de~ and intensity of development w ithin a Mi);ed 
Use area Is detennin«l by the specifk: mbI: of U5&S. If lhe (feSlfod outcome is 10 empha;!'ize one use over the olher 
(fo, example, grouod f'Ioc:Ir retail With Uvee sllXies of housing above), lhe map may rndll:ale the dominant U!5t! by 
showing k al a slightly higher denSIty (in lhis case . "MOderate Oe~fty Residtmhall Low Density Commercial~ . The 
Comprehensive Plan Nae Elqmenls may also provide addilJOftCli dEilait on lhe 5pecif~ mi); 0' uses envisooed. 

Water Bodies 

[Ul Metro Stations 

Metro Lines 




