
BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 

Z.C. CASE NO. 06-llL 

JUNE 23, 2014 

TESTIMONY OF WINDON RINGER SUBMITTED 
ON BEHALF OF ST. MARY'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

My name ts Wmdon Rmger, Semor Warden, ofSt Mary's 

Eptscopal Church (St Mary's) St Mary's address ts 728 23rd Street, 

North West m Foggy Bottom St Mary's mterconnected Rectory, Partsh 

Hall, Offices, Guild Rooms, Archway, Sacnsty and Sanctuary buddmgs 

form the Church and are separated by only three (3) feet from Hillel's 

present structure 

I am retired from Xerox CorporatiOn where I held the posttton of 

Vtce Prestdent of Global Accounts, North Amenca Busmess Operattons 

Currently, I am the Managmg Dtrector of Resources Unhmtted Trammg 

and Consultmg Group, a provtder of strategtc and management servtces to 

commercial and government chents throughout the Umted States and the 

world The company ts located m McLean, VA A copy of my biOgraphy 

ts attached to thts testimony as Exhtbtt A 

As the Semor Warden ofSt Mary's Church, my responstbthttes 

are defined by the laws of the church that are called "canons" These 

responstbthttes are 

Provtdmg leadership to the Vestry, whtch ts the govemmg body 

of St Mary's Church, 

2 Provtdmg leadershtp m stewardship over St Mary's pansh 

finances and butldmgs, and 
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3 Choosmg mdlVlduals to fill various positions of the parish 

leadership, representatiOn and service to the St Mary's Church 

famtly 

Today, you will hear from members of the St Mary's 

Commumty who have been selected to convey the legitimate bases for 

St Mary's concerns with the Impendmg demoht10n, excavatiOn and 

constructwn of a new structure St Mary's agrees with the Office of 

Planmng and ANC 2A, that havmg a strong Constructwn Management 

Agreement between St Mary's and all necessary parties IS a necessary 

pre-condition to the Zonmg CommiSSion approvmg Hillel's plans 

Therefore, St Mary's seeks a strong Construction Management 

Agreement as a condition, but not the only condition of any approval that 

the Zonmg Commission may provide to Htllel m this proceedmg because 

our bmldmgs are rrreplaceable and our pnor expenences gmde our high 

degree of concern 

Dr Richard Enghsh will provide testimony on the Impact of the 

George Washmgton Umversity's Wellness Center constructiOn-a severe 

and hurtful Impact that caused St Mary's Congregation to be separated 

from Its Sanctuary for over three (3) years 

Father Darwm Pnce, our former Rector at the time of 

negotiations With GWU's constructiOn of the Dormitory and Wellness 

Center will discuss our concerns With and actual utility of the North Gate 

on the Rectory Lot Father Pnce wtll discuss some of the maJor Issues 

that dimmished his quahty of hfe whtle hvmg m the Rectory dunng pnor 

construction-mcludmg the difficulty of havmg dumpsters cleaned and 

cleared m a timely manner and the necessity of the North Gate while the 
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GWU dormitory was under constructiOn In addttton, Father Pnce wtll 

testify on the negotiatiOns with GWU whtch lead to the underpmnmg of 

the Parish Hall-the oldest structure on St Mary's property, dunng 

GWU's construction of the dormitory on H Street, which presently abuts 

both the Western Wall of the Hillel center and the West Gate at the back 

of our Rectory Lot 

Father Pnce will be JOmed by Father Mamon, our present mtenm 

Rector, to discuss the Importance of clean air, hght and peace and quiet to 

the development of the spmtual stamma needed to lead our congregation 

by future Rectors who choose to hve m our Rectory and raise a family 

there 

Fmally, John Matteo, our structural engmeer, will advise the 

Zonmg Commtsston on the Importance of proper structural engmeenng 

mformat10n-mformatton we do not now have, for the development of 

both a strong Construction Management Agreement and a strong plan to 

protect St Mary's buildmgs from vibratiOn, water and setthng m addition 

to other tmpacts from the demoht10n, excavatiOn and construction 

proposed by Htllel 

My wntten testimony covers stx pomts 

I The Architectural Stgmficance of St Mary's Buildmgs 

and the longstandmg cultural and htstoncal stgmficance 

ofSt Mary's butldmgs and CongregatiOn as provtdmg 

servtce to the Foggy Bottom Commumty, 

II Stgmficance of the Rectory to the hfe of St Mary's 

CongregatiOn, 

III Concerns with Increased Lot Occupancy, 
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IV Proximity of Hillel's Proposed Entrance to the Rectory 

Residence, 

V Concerns with Loss of the North Gate, and 

VI Hillel's proposed proJections onto the pubhc space of 

23rd and H Street 

I. THE ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ST. MARY'S BUILDINGS 

Exhibit D provides a birds-eye view of Square 42 where St 

Mary's and Hillel's present buildmgs are located, and Exhibit E provides 

several pictures of St Mary's property These exhibits are designed to 

provide the Zonmg CommissiOn With a visual understandmg of the 

proximity ofSt Mary's bmldmgs relative to Hillel's property 

1) Architectural Sigmficance 

St Mary's IS significant under two cntena, history and 

architecture As will be discussed below, St Mary's Parish was 

formed by a group of Afncan-Amencan Episcopalians as the first 

Afncan- Amen can Episcopal Church m the District of Columbia 

Exhibit B to my wntten comments mcludes some hterature providmg 

further details about St Mary's For example, James Renwick the 

renowned architect of the Smithsoman Castle and other treasures 

designed St Mary's Sanctuary, Sacnsty, Archway and Rector's Study I 

A Tiffany stamed glass wmdow adorn the Church given m honor of 

Abraham Lmcoln's Secretary of War, Edward Stanton, for his 

mvolvement m helpmg the church to acqmre Its ongmal Chapel 

Recogmzed as significant by the Distnct's local government and 

I James Renwick, an internatiOnally acclaimed Amen can architect of the 19th Century 
also designed the origmal Corcoran Gallery of Art, and St Patnck's Cathedral and 
Grace Church m New York City 
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the Federal Government, portiOns ofSt Mary's were hsted over forty 

years ago, by the D C Jomt Committee on Histone Landmarks 

"contnbutmg significantly to the cultural hentage and visual beauty of 

the city" In 1973 portions ofSt Mary's were hsted on the NatiOnal 

Register ofH1stonc Places by the US Department oflntenor 

Extenor features of Renwick's design of St Mary's as a 

V1ctonan-styled church mclude the low, simple hoes of the fa9ade, 

accented by the picturesque tower with Its well-proportiOned entrance of 

molded bnck and freely designed terra cotta panels Renwick's design 

with few exceptiOns has not been altered smce Its completion Exhibit 

C to my wntten comments provides several current color pictures of St 

Mary's present streetscape and bmldmgs Lookmg from North to South 

on 23rd Street for example, Renwick's design IS part of a visually 

pleasmg and umform contmuous streetscape of red masonry from the 

Rectory to the Sanctuary, and Hillel's present structures do not Impede 

on that harmomous streetscape 

The mtenor architectural features of the church mclude an 

arched timbered cedmg and an altar of elaborately carved wood that 

Renwick designed himself Three nchly colored stamed-glass wmdows, 

made by Lorm m Chartres, France fill the wall above the altar and are 

Irreplaceable masterpieces They mcrease m value each year These 

memonal wmdows help us know and venerate two persons closely 

related to the ongmal founders' hentage, St Simon a Cyreman, who bore 

the cross upon which Jesus was crucified, as the mob led Jesus away to 

Calvary, and St Cypnan, an Afncan of noble birth, Bishop of Carthage 
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and a martyr, and the thtrd person, St Tryhhena, a convert of St Paul 

who was appomted by htm as a deaconess 

The Cypnan stamed-glass wmdow located at the htgh altar ts 

dedtcated to Abraham Lmcoln who had dted two years before the 

foundmg of the church The selectiOn of the St Cypnan wmdow as the 

memonal to Lmcoln call attentiOn to a stmtlanty m the patterns of the 

pubhc hves of both St Cypnan and Abraham Lmcoln that they were 

both martyrs to a cause 

When the Umon Army began the closure ofWashmgton's forts 

and hospitals after the ClVll War ended m 1865, Afncan-Amencan 

panshtoners from the Church of the Eptphany m the Dtstnct of Columbia 

dectded to estabhsh thetr own church Eptphany's Rector, the Reverend 

Charles Hall, secured the group's first butldmg, whiCh was a chapel 

attached to the Kalorama Hospttal The black panshwners accepted the 

chapel, dismantled and rebmlt 1t m the ctty 

St Mary's Eptscopal Church began as St Barnabas Mtssion 

The opemng service ofSt Barnabas Mtsston was held on June 9, 1867 

In September 1867, the name ofthe Church was changed to St Mary's 

Miss ton 

St Mary's ts an Important htstonc landmark m Washmgton's 

htstory bemg the first Eptscopal Church orgamzed specifically for 

Afrtcan-Amencans Its contmumg mtsston for 14 7 years has been to 

serve the restdents ofFoggy Bottom and the Washmgton DC 

Commumty 

It ts a stgmficant archttecturallandmark for the Dtstrtct of 

Columbta It ts a spec tal part of Its htstory As stewards, thts physical 

6 



plant ts our most prectous gtft from past generatiOns--we are duty bound 

to preserve and protect tt for future generations 

2) Historical Significance of the Life of Our Congregation 

In pomt of fact, St Mary's servtce reaches beyond the 

geographic boundanes of the Dtstnct of Columbta Alexander 

Crummell, our first Rector had to go to England to recetve hts rehgtous 

trammg and bmlt St Mary's mto a center of commumty hfe before 

leavmg to serve St Luke's and then Panshes m Ltbena WE B DuBOis 

dedtcated a full chapter to Father Crummell m hts semmal work "The 

Souls of Black Folk" St Mary's congregates' hfe mcludes provtdmg 

rehgtous outreach to many members of our congregation wherever they 

may be m addttton to provtdmg a safe space for the 

Anglican!Eptscopalian students of George Washmgton Umverstty to 

exerctse thetr fatth 

St Mary's remams mtact, as a congregatiOn and as a phystcal 

structure m the Foggy Bottom Commumty Unhke other churches whose 

congregatiOns have changed, or vamshed, the congregation at St Mary's 

mcludes parishiOners whose ancestors were foundmg members For tts 

servtces, whtch are open to the pubhc, and particularly for tts spectal 

servtces, St Mary's ts known for havmg toptcal and natiOnally renowned 

speakers gtve vtsttmg lectures and performers, such as Jessye Norman, 

the renowned opera smger, who was a member of our chmr while a 

student at Howard Umverstty 

Today, St Mary's mcludes a dtverse group representmg many 

ages, races and nattonahttes It has been and wtll contmue to be an 

tmportant part of Foggy Bottom St Mary's has a umque htstoncal 



significance to the Distnct of Columbia, the Eptscopal Church and the 

Foggy Bottom Commumty as detailed m Exhibit C 

3) Service to the Community 

St Mary's has a long and contmumg history ofmvolvement m 

the City ofWashmgton and Foggy Bottom Members ofthe 

congregation, whose affiliatiOn with St Mary's span the generations, 

give Witness to the histone commumty service of the pansh It took on 

many of the social services needed m the commumty Over 100 years 

ago, St Mary's provided education m Its mdustnal school, and was 

linked with the Washmgton FashiOn Industry for many years smce St 

Mary's ran a sewmg school to economically empower tts pansh10ners 

and the Afncan-Amencan residents of the Foggy Bottom and 

Georgetown commumties 

Stmilarly, thtrty years ago, St Mary's provtded affordable 

housmg for semors under the leadershtp of Father James E Wilbur when 

St Mary's Court opened with over 100 beds for low-mcome semor and 

disabled District residents 3 As Father Price will detatl m his testimony, 

durmg his residence, St Mary's and Hillel had a cordtal qmd pro quo 

relationship which supported the faith based mtssiOns of both 

congregatiOns 

Today, St Mary's opens Its doors to a dtverse mix of commumty 

and mterfaith groups beyond the Episcopal and Presbytenan faiths St, 

3 St Mary's Church was responsible for acqumng the US Department ofHousmg 

and Urban Development grant which established St Mary's Court -low mcome 

housmg for the elderly 
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Mary's bUildmgs serve as a meetmg place for many mterest groups 

mcludmg Alcohohc Anonymous, Debtors Anonymous, Overeaters 

Anonymous, LGBT Groups, Folk Dancers, and the George Washmgton 

Umversity Canterbury Club On July 9, 2014, St Mary's will host the 

charrette for the pubhc comment on the plans to renew the Naval 

Observatory property by the General Services Admimstratton 

St Mary's contmues m the tradition of educatmg and carmg for 

the social and spmtual needs of all ofthe Foggy Bottom Commumty 

For example, St Mary's IS also home to the largest Korean Amenca 

Presbytenan Church IS Washmgton, DC Outreach programs mclude 

Martha Table and other Commumty Groups St Mary's has always been 

more than a place of worship Our focus IS to uphold our mission as to 

who we are- We are a spmtual parish, focused on teachmg God's word 

by followmg Chnst's model and domg Chrtstian work m the commumty 

II. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECTORY TO THE LIFE OF ST. MARY'S 

CONGREGATION 

St Mary's Rectory IS located at 730 23rd Street, NW At 

present, along the northern edge ofSt Mary's property, there IS a very 

narrow, three foot passageway between the Rectory land acquired m 

1913, and the Southern Wall of the present Hillel Structure bUilt m the 

mid-1980s The back yard of the Rectory mcludes bnck walls with 

Iron gates m each wall Exhibit E In the Episcopal Church, the Rectory 

IS often attached to the other church butldmgs, as IS the Rectory at St 

Mary's and serves as the home of the Pnest, our spmtual leader and his 

family As both Father Pnce and Father Mamon will provide 
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testimony, the quahty of hfe provided by the Church Rectory IS a 

crucial selhng pomt when a Church such as St Mary's seeks to call a 

new Rector The environment of the Rectory Is vital to the abihty of 

the Pnest-m-Residence to not only provide leadership to our 

commumty, but also to provide bonds offnendships with our 

neighbors withm the local commumty, as Father Pnce will testify It IS 

JUSt as Important as any other part ofthe church A Rector that hves m 

our Rectory wtll compose sermons, counsel St Mary's Congregants 

and others seekmg spmtual directiOn m both the Rectory and Church 

Offices Air, hght and qmet are crucial consideratiOns when a Rector 

seeks to construct messages, and undertake the types of contemplation 

necessary for hts miSSion 

Our Rectory IS attached to the Church Offices, Pansh Hall, the 

Rector's Study and the Sanctuary, such that a Rector m Residence need 

never leave the buiidmg to get to the Church 

The structure and surroundmg gardens and mtenor back yard 

around Rectory are equally as Important Currently, the Rectory IS bemg 

leased to a Department of State Executive This Executive has planted a 

garden and frequently uses the back yard of the Rectory as one of the 

amemties offered for his pnvate use Our plans are to renovate the 

Rectory pnor to the selectiOn of a new Pnest to make It more attractive m 

our Pnest search process 

ST. MARY'S CONCERNS 

Ill. LOT OCCUPANCY AND REAR YARD 

Hillel requests variances before the Zonmg Commission of the 

District of Columbia to go from 75% to 100% Lot Occupancy and to 
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have no Rear Yard versus the required 19 5 foot rear yard St Mary's IS 

concerned that the mcrease m Lot Occupancy and the absence of a Rear 

Yard could Impact the assessment and value ofSt Mary's property 

While Hillel Is seekmg for approval for 100% occupancy and no rear 

yard, It appears to be for the sole purpose of fundmg for Hillel 

constructiOn vs that of providmg Hillel with sigmficantly more useable 

space than It IS usmg now 

At present, Hillel's butldmg mcludes a basement which IS 

partially submerged, and several above ground floors St Mary's 

understands that Hillel mtends to mcrease the useable space m the new 

bmldmg and provide a signtficant portion of the new space to GWU for 

the purpose of generatmg mcome by providmg space that IS not 

mconsistent with Hillel's miSSIOn Hillel's present proposal filed on June 

9th, 2014, would "block m" St Mary's Rectory and dimmishes the value 

ofSt Mary's Rectory Hillel's proposal has not demonstrated that the 

three (3) feet ofSt Mary's property IS sufficient or useable under Its 

proposed plan forSt Mary's Rectory residents to use to get to the back 

yard without gomg through the property-St Mary's Rectory was not 

designed as an attached Row home, and Hillel should not be permitted to 

convert It to such a structure by erectmg a penmeter wall the length of 

St Mary's Northern property edge 

Dunng constructiOn, It IS not clear where the dumpsters and 

debns mamtenance procedures will protect the Rectory and St Mary's 

bmldmgs from construction related accumulatiOns of trash, dust and 

other nmsances such as dust that affects St Mary's air filters and 

machmery and wmdows Hillel's request to bmld a new facihty at 
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100% of land capac tty and wtthout the reqmred rear yard ts not 

acceptable to St Mary's and should not be approved by the Zomng 

Commtsston Butldmg to 100% lot occupancy and wtthout a rear yard 

does not address the demoht10n excavation and the vibratiOnal concerns 

of harmfultmpact to St Mary's structures when 100% of the present lot 

ts excavated 

It ts our recommendatiOn that Htllel Center, If It bmlds on the 

current stte, adhere to matter-of-nght constructiOn m the Dtstnct of 

Columbia's Butldmg Codes and Zonmg Ordmances It ts St Mary's 

destre, given our tenure m this commumty, that our netghbor be held to 

reduce the foot prmt of the proposed bmldmg or be reqmred to find 

another place to construct a new facthty that would meet thetr stated 

exclusive needs of their students and programs 4 

IV. ST. MARY'S SEEKS A ZONING COMMISSION DIRECTIVE TO HILLEL TO 

MOVE THE ENTRANCE OF THEIR PROPOSED FACILITY AWAY FROM 

THE PRESENT PROXIMITY TO THE FRONT OF THE ST. MARY'S 

RECTORY. 

St Mary's seeks the Zonmg Commtss10n's dtrectlve to Htllel to 

move the entrance of the center away from St Mary's Rectory for all the 

reasons stated above regardmg the tmpact of commgs and gomgs to and 

from the Hillel center dunng Its operatmg hours will negatively Impact 

on the quahty of hfe of the rest dents of the Rectory 

V. CONCERNS WITH LOSS OF THE NORTH GATE 

4 St Mary's notes that as of June 23, 2014 there are several facades only locatwns yet to be 
butlt on George Washmgton Umverstty's Campus whtch could provide Hillel wtth an 
alternative locatiOn m the Foggy Bottom Commumty 

12 



St Mary's was granted an easement durmg the constructiOn of 

the George Washmgton Umversity Dormitory to the North West of Its 

property Two (2) bnck walls with gates were erected by the Umversity 

and keys were given to St Mary's Pnest at the time, Father Darwm 

Pnce The two (2) gates were placed on the West and North lot hnes of 

the Rectory as the result of negotiatiOns between George Washmgton 

Umversity and Father Darwm Pnce who hved m the Rectory at the 

time The North gate has been used sometimes by necessity as a method 

of mgress and egress across Hillel's parkmg lot on H Street 

Father Pnce, as a resident of the Rectory, was responsible for 

mterfacmg with GWU dunng the constructiOn as the result of the Zonmg 

CommissiOn's Order The negative Impact upon St Mary's Rectory as a 

housmg chotce for Its present tenant and future Rectors by losmg access 

through the North Gate cannot be overstated First, St Mary's IS highly 

concerned about the abihty of fire apparatus to efficiently and effectively 

address a fire m the Rectory through the convoluted passageway between 

the GWU dormitory and the West Gate The North Gate IS closer to the 

back of St Mary's Rectory bmldmg 

Losmg the North Gate would land-lock St Mary's Rectory such 

that physical access to the Rectory grounds would be limited to the West 

Gate Whereas, the North Gate IS directly and without visual 

Impediment accesstble to the Rectory back yard, the West Gate IS htdden 

from vtew by the Parish Hall, the Dormitory and ts only accessible by 

means of crossmg GWU's property The West Gate IS not necessarily an 

adequate replacement for the North Gate because the West Gate IS 

subject to GWU provtdmg access, may not be accesstble to fire trucks 
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and other emergency vehicles seekmg to help the rest dents of our 

Rectory 

The North Gate provides a third entrance to the Rectory Grounds 

On several occasions, the West Gate at the back of the Rectory property 

has been blocked by cars and vehicles m both the pubhc alley and the 

GWU Dormitory property 

St Mary's has concerns for the health and safety of the present 

residents of the Rectory and the future Rectors If the North Gate IS 

permanently blocked St Mary's IS unclear why the closure and 

blockmg ofthe North Gate IS a necessity for this proJect that outweighs 

the damage to the value ofSt Mary's Rectory as a place to hve and raise 

children St Mary's prefers for tts Rector to choose to hve on the 

grounds ofSt Mary's Church Both Father Pnce and Father Mamon Will 

testify to the Importance of the Rectory as an Important amemty based 

upon thetr many years of service to many congregatiOns wtthm the 

Episcopal Church 

In summary, loss of the North Gate as a means of access and 

egress would dimimsh the assessed value of our property and have a 

negative effect on St Mary's ability to attract and retam a spmtualleader 

or a renter for the Rectory and create safety concerns for any Pnest and 

his family wtth only access and egress to the Rectory by the West Gate 

through the pubhc alley and the street entrance on 23rd Street 

VI. ST. MARY'S SUPPORTS THE OBJECTION MADE BY DDOT TO HILLEL'S 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSED OVERHANGS INTO PUBLIC SPACE. 
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St Mary's supports the Distnct Department of TransportatiOn's 

obJections to the overhangs proposed m Hillel's June 9th submiSSion, 

opmmg that they violate current Distnct Code St Mary's mamtams that 

the proposed overhangs create a monolithic fayade that dimimshes the 

beauty of St Mary's streetscape and may be mconsistent with the 

comprehensive plan and the Distnct's proJectiOn regulations mto pubhc 

space 6 St Mary's position IS that the Hillel Center's request to protrude 

mto pubhc space IS a problematic feature of the proJect due to their 

excessive width St Mary's has been m Square 42 for many more years 

than the previous Hillel butldmg and many people walkmg by have 

remarked on the beauty ofSt Mary's streetscape The CongregatiOn's 

Sexton spends many long hours keepmg the streetscape pleasant for 

passersby and the many commumty groups that use our facilities m 

addition to the congregatiOn 

CONCLUSION 

It IS clear to St Mary's leadership that the three (3) feet of St 

Mary's property separatmg St Mary's structures from the Hillel structure 

are msufficient to protect all of St Mary's bmldmgs from vibratiOns and 

other Impacts of Hillel's proposal St Mary's seeks the Zonmg 

Commission's recogmtton of Its concerns and pnor expenences St 

Mary's butldmgs were bmlt long before the type of demoht10n and 

construction proposed by Hillel's plans were contemplated, and I, and 

the Vestry hope that the Zonmg Commission will protect the fragile, 

regal and sacred womb of our congregatiOn 

6 St Mary's has not had adequate time to both address this Issue fully and negotiate a strong 
Construction Management Agreement wtth Htllel 
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About Windon Ringer 

Windon Ringer ts the founder and Semor Partner of Resources Unhmtted Management 
Consultmg & Tratmng & Group, LLC, an organization offenng strategic and management 
servtces to commercial and government chents throughout the Umted States and the world 
Resources Unhmtted Management Consultmg & Trrumng Group offers strategic planmng 
facthtatton, trammg development, and asststance to managers and employees who are responsible 
and accountable for busmess and mdustry growth The company ts known for tts htghly 
collaborative approach m workmg wtth chents to resolve complex tssues that have huge tmpact 
on orgamzattons 

Wmdon works dtrectly wtth semor level executives and department managers and thetr teams He 
has destgned and dehvered trammg m the areas of leadership, sales development, mnovation, 
executive development, operational analysts, and negotiatiOn, strategic plannmg, time 
management, and marketmg He ts often called upon to work as a subject matter expert m the area 
sales, marketmg and strategy formulation 

Hts experience spans global mdustnal and consumer products busmesses, healthcare, as well as 
finance Clients mclude Bechtel, Uttlx, Mtcrosoft, Hewlett Packard, Medtamark Research and 
Intelligence (MRI), Bernaforn, Johnson & Johnson, McGraw-Htll and the Umted States Veteran 
Admmtstration 

He has held many progressively responstble management posttions whtch mclude Vtce Prestdent 
of Sales, Dtstnct Sales Manager, Major Accounts Sales Manager, Manager of Sales Operations, 
and Industry Marketing Manager Wmdon's responstbthties centered on butldmg working 
partnershtps between field sales, marketmg, operatiOns, headquarters and the chent Wmdon 
started hts sales career at International Busmess Machmes (IBM) calhng on large commerctal 
accounts m the Washmgton, DC area 

Wmdon ts a frequent lecturer and popular speaker He holds a Bachelor of Sctence degree m 
Busmess Admtmstratton from Umverstty of Tennessee and a Master's of Busmess 
Admmtstratton from The George W ashmgton Umverstty 

Throughout hts career, Wmdon has recetved numerous awards for sales achievement, sales 
management results and leadership Wmdon serves a Semmar Leader for the Amencan 
Management Association 

Wmdon Is mamed and hves m McLean, VA 
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About St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

In 1865, 28 black men and women took the ftrst steps toward estabhshmg an Episcopal church specifically for black people 
m Washmgton, DC The racial dtscnmmation of the era, even m most houses of worship, reqmred (m fact, 1f not m 
wntmg) separateness such as pews m remote comers for "people of color", white-before-black when receiVIng Holy 
Commuruon, segregated Sunday School classes for children, and only hmtted access to baptisms, marnages, or bunals m 
the church 

Shortly after the 1866 Washington Episcopal Clergy Convocation called "to orgamze congregatiOns m destitute 
localities and [to] encourage the butldmg of new churches," the Rev Dr Charles Hall, Rector of the Church of the 
Epiphany (on G Street, NW), and the Rev Dr John V Lewis, Rector of St John's Church & Lafayette Square, began 
collaborating to estabhsh a new church for black people Mrs Catherme Pearson, a panshloner at St John's, offered Dr 
Lewis a lot on 23nl Street m the predommantly black and sparsely settled area known as Foggy Bottom 

President Lmcoln's Secretary of War, Edwm M Stanton,1 was a member of Dr Hall's congregation on whom the rector 
frequently called m trymg times Dr Hall recalled that dunng one such VISit, "something led rum to mention [the] chapel 
attached to Kalorama Hospital, which was about to be taken down " Secretary Stanton saw to 1t that the chapel was 
taken apart, loaded on wagons, and rebmlt on the new (and current) 23rd Street site as the ftrst church bmldmg exclusively 
for Washington's black Episcopalians Frnt called St Barnabas Mtsston, this new church for black people held Its openmg 
serVIce on June 9, 1867, the Rev Drs Hall and Lewis shared the pulpit In September 1867, the church was renamed St 
Mary's Chapel for Colored People By 1874, less than a year after the amval of St Mary's ftrst full-time rector, the Rev 
Dr Alexander Crummell, St Mary's became capable of complete autonomy and thus mdependent of St John's 
superVIsory authonty However, only two years later, confusion over land titles led Rev Crummell and most of St Mary's 
panshtoners to re-assemble elsewhere m what became St Luke's pansh 

Nevertheless, Foggy Bottom residents, nearly all black but not all Episcopalians, mamtamed and slowly expanded St 
Mary's as therr church home By 1882, 128 grrls were enrolled m sewmg and cookmg classes at St Mary's Industnal 
School (Imtlally housed m the church but moved to a small bnck schoolhouse built behmd the church} and 150 children 
attended St Mary's Sunday School 

"All St Mary's needs [to attract additional black panshloners] IS a church which will command therr respect," said active 
panshloner Hon J C Bancroft DaVIs m May 1885 Judge DaVIs already knew he wanted the same architect forSt Mary's 
who had so unpresstvely expanded St John's m 1883 James Renwtck, Jr 2 Despite the restnct10ns of a small budget and 
his preference to place bmldmgs on the perrmeter of a stte, Renwick designed St Mary's current butldmgs accordmg to the 
most advanced pnnctples of Late VIctonan architecture 

Instde the church, Renwtck's focal pomts were the clearly articulated chancel framed by an arch of contrastmg bnck and 
the handsome trmber roof All of the chancel funnture was destgned by Renwtck and made m New York Ctty under his 
superVIsion Unlike for the extenor destgn, money was not a problem for the mtenor decoration The polychromatic 
stencdmg, bronze sanctuary rail, tile and marble floors, etc , once authonzed by Judge DaVIs, were paid for by the donors 

The stamed glass Windows were designed and executed accordmg to Judge Davis' specific Instructions by the ftrm 
Renwick considered the fmest m the world, Lonn of Chartres (France) and, m the case of the Stanton wmdow, by the 
Ttffany Studios Judge DaVIs chose ethnically related subjects (St Stmon's tawny Arab colonng was even accentuated at 
DaVIs' request) and Gothic motifs 

1 The stamed glass wmdow commemorating Secretary Stanton's contribution to St Mary's was donated by Mary 0 
Augusta The nch, deeply colored glass--specified m the ong~nal plan--ts a splendtd example of the artistry and 
craftsmanship of the Tiffany Studtos of New York The wmdow ts located on the north wall of the sanctuary, closest to the 
front of the church 

2 Renwtck ( 1818-1895), one of this country's most tmportant architects, also designed, znter alla, the castellated 
Smtthsoman Institution buddmg, the Corcoran Gallery of Art (now the Smithsoman's Renwick Gallery), and Grace Church 
and St Patrick's Cathedral m New York City http //en wtktpedta org/wtki!James Renwtck,Jr 
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