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Good evenmg Cha1rman Hood and members of the Comm1ss1on My name is Patnck~nnedy, and 

I am the chairperson of ANC 2A- wh1ch serves the Foggy Bottom and West End neighborhoods of Ward 

2. At our regularly-scheduled meetn'ig on June 18, 2014, our ANC voted unanimously to cond1t1onally 

support the application for vanances and spec1al exceptiOn relief before you Additionally, the ANC voted 

to conditionally raise no objection to The George Washmgton Un1vers1ty's request to amend the 2007 

Foggy Bottom Campus Plan m order to lease space w1thm the new bulldmg 

In takmg these act1ons, our Comm1ss1on voiced general approval for a project that we believe w1ll 

represent a substant1al1mprovement m urban des1gn over the bu1ldmg presently at the subject property 

We believe that Hillel's new structure, as proposed, w1ll better engage both 23rd and H Streets, N.W -

one of the most h1gh-v1Sib1llty locat1ons m our n~1ghborhood, located JUSt one block from the Foggy 

Bottom-GWU Metro stat1on 

Tens of thousands of commuters, v1s1tors, students, and res1dents pass th1s locat1on each day on 

foot, on a b1cycle, or m a veh1cle Although simply removmg the current structure would represent 

"addition by subtraction" m terms of 1mprovmg the aesthetiCS of the site, the Applicant IS to be 

commended for the1r efforts at des1gnmg an arch1tecturally-d1stmctJve replacement structure What's 

more, the elimination of a curb cut associated w1th the current bUilding on H Street- along w1th the 

dangerously-steep driveway to wh1ch it connects- should 1mprove the pedestnan experience on the 

south s1de of H Street ZOMNC COMMISSION 
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Perhaps most sahentJy, we understand and appreciate Hillel's des1re to construct a new bu1ldmg 

that w1ll allow them to better serve thetr congregation and the Jew1sh communrty at-large m Foggy 

Bottom and m the reg1on H1llel has played an invaluable role 1n furthermg the sp1ntuallives of tens of 

thousands of GW students and others over the course of its ex1stence in our area, and to the extent that 

constructmg a new buildmg would help them advance the1r m1ss1on, we are supportive 

W1th that havmg been sa1d, the mterests of Htllel must be balanced w1th those of the surroundmg 

netghborhood- and particularly those of St Mary's Ep1scopal Church- the abuttlng property owner to 

the south We beheve that there remam a few outstandmg 1ssues that require the work of all parties m 

order to achieve a satisfactory conclus1on, and thus ANC 2A has cond1t1oned 1ts support for H1llel's 

requested zonmg rehef on the resolut1on of these 1ssues 

We agree w1th the Off1ce of Plannmg m regards to the ftrst, and perhaps most Important, of these 

cond1t1ons· that the Applicant contmue to work w1th St. Mary's m order to achieve a construction 

management and good ne1ghbor agreement that w1ll address the leg1t1mate concerns of that mstttution 

with respect to the tmpact that construction and excavation acttvttles mtght have on thetr operattons, as 

well as the fragile, h1stonc church butldmgs adjacent to the project location. 

St Mary's ts a treasure m our commumty, one of the last remaming instituttons in Foggy Bottom 

that provtdes a hvmg ltnk to our neighborhood's Afncan-Amencan hentage. The Hillel project will 

represent the thtrd construction project on Square 42 m the last 20 years, and although the scope of 

construction mvolved wtth th1s project should be stgntftcantly less as compared to the other two projects, 

we are senstttve to the potenttaltmpacts that any amount of construction mtght have on St. Mary's 

congregation They have not asked for th1s construction project, and they w1ll not benefit materially from 
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1t, so we believe that 1t IS Important that the Applicant contmue to work with them m order to ach1eve an 

agreement Such an agreement should prov1de sufficient protection for the- structural mtegnty of the1r 

property, and should mm1m1ze the effect of construction activ1t1es on the Church's ab11ity to perform its 

fa1th-based m1ss1on 

Although we are d1sappomted that the two s1des were unable to come to an agreement pnor to 

th1s heanng, we believe that the negotat1ons have taken place m good fa1th Tne ANC convened a meetmg 

between the Applicant and the Church last Tuesday, and we will contmue to follow-up With both s1des 

and encourage progress whenever poss1ble We believe that the two part1es have made s1gn1f1cant 

progress on the path to an agreement, and we are opt1m1st1c that such an agreement can be reached in 

relatively short order. Nevertheless, our condition spec1fies that the two part1es reach agreement by July 

16, 2014- the date of our next regularly-scheduled ANC meeting- so that the ANC can re-evalute 1ts 

position based on the status of any ongomg negotat1ons 

Our second cond1t1on of approval, one that 1s admittedly a little more nebulous, 1s that the 

Applicant contmue to work w1th St Mary's in order to address any spec1f1c concerns that they m1ght have 

about appreciably negat1ve 1m pacts of the project on light and a1r quality Although the Applicant has 

proffered 1ts own shadow study to demonstrate what 1t says are the llm1ted Impacts of its development 

on St. Mary's, we ask that they contmue to work m good fa1th w1th the Church to address any major 

concerns that anse m th1s area 

W1th respect to our th1rd cond1t1on, we share some of the concerns expressed by the West End 

Clt1zens Assoc1at1on and the D1stnct Department of Transportation about the loadmg strategy associated 

w1th the proposed development Although zomng regulations do not requ1re the Applicant to prov1de off-
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street loadmg fac1llt1es (mdeed, we believe that such a requ1rement would be proh1b1t1ve to the feasab1llty 

of the project), we nonetheless remam concerned that the Applicant's current loading strategy amounts 

to "unload in a Metrobus zone and hope that the bus doesn't show up wh1le we're doing so " We see th1s 

strategy posing a particular challenge 1f the Applicant elects to contract w1th a th1rd-party vendor for 

more frequent dellvenes m the future 

Hillel needs flexibility in terms of 1ts ability to accommodate commerc1alloadmg m the future, so 

that 1t can serve kosher meals and accept dellvenes on a frequent and convement basis It should be able 

to have that flex1b1llty w1thout requ1nng 1ts delivery veh1cles to e1ther Interfere w1th Metrobus operations 

or double-park m a travel lane As such, we request as our cond1t1on that the Applicant contmue to work 

with ANC 2A, DDOT, the Washmgton Metropolitan Area Transit Authonty, and other agenc1es as 

necessary to Improve 1ts loadmg strategy. Based on conversations that I have had with the Applicant's 

counsel, 1t 1s my belief that we can arnve at a solution to th1s d1lemma wh1ch would be beneficial to all 

part1es 

The fmal cond1t1on of our support 1s that the Applicant be sensitive to the impacts of construction 

on the surroundmg commumty, w1th 1m pacts on St Mary's- as ment1oned earlier- bemg of foremost 

concern Res1dents of Foggy Bottom have expenenced greater construction impacts m the last several 

years than those of nearly any other neighborhood m the D1stnct of Columbia While we do not hold the 

Applicant responsible for that cumulative Impact, or seek to deny their nght to build, we do ask that they 

coordmate w1th GWU to the extent poss1ble- stagmg the1r construction act1vit1es in a way that mm1m1zes 

adverse impacts on veh1cular traff1c, res1dent1al parkmg, and pedestrian circulation We are conf1dent that 

they will work with the community to ach1eve th1s end 
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The ANC IS more ambivalent w1th respect to the other element of this zonmg case, GWU's request 

for an amendment to the 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan m order to permit Unv1ers1ty usage of this 

bUJidmg for "Campus Life and Academic/ Admm1strat1ve Uses "The ANC IS sens1t1ve to some of the 

concerns that have been ra1sed by the West E'nd C1t1zens Assoc1at1on w1th respect to the Implications of 

such a des1gnat1on on the overall Campus Plan We believe that amendments to the Campus Plan should 

not be taken lightly, and that the scope and area of Umvers1ty development efforts should not be 

s1gmf1cantly altered m order to grve the commumty confidence m the durability of commitments made m 

the Campus Plan process 

W1th that havmg been sa1d, we are sens1t1ve to H1llel's need to obtam financmg for construction-

and the fact that the University represents a natural partner for them m a leasmg arrangement to th1s 

end To the extent that Hillel's lease w1th GWU allows them to proceed wrth constructron on a more raprd 

timetable than they would otherwrse have been able to achreve, and based on H1llel's mt1mat1on that 

they w1ll occupy the whole of the bu1ldmg upon the exp1ratron of GWU's 20-year lease, the ANC 

condrt1onally ra1ses no objeCtion to the Campus Plan amendment necessary to effectuate such an 

arrangement 

The two conditions upon wh1ch th1s "non-objeCtion" 1s based are st1pulatrons that the Umvers1ty 

has already represented 1ts agreement to The f1rst such cond1t1on 1s that GWU use 1ts leased space w1thm 

the bUJidmg for "student life" functions that are 1n keepmg With the m1ss1on of H1llel as an orgamzat1on 

Spec1f1cally, it was the ANC's request that the Umvers1ty refram from usmg rts leased space w1thm the 

new buildmg for faculty or staff offrces, except those off1ces wh1ch relate drrectly to the student life 

funct1ons therern The ANC appreciates the Umvers1ty's wrlllngness to agree wrth thrs provrsron 
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The second cond1t1on of the ANC's non-obJeCtion 1s that the Unrvers1ty forego the development of 

"S1te 770" under the Campus Plan The Unrvers1ty was granted add1t1onal development nghts at th1s s1te, 

located near the rntersection of 21st and I Streets, N W, rn the 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan The 

amount of add1t1onal square footage that the Unrvers1ty would stand to gam from occupymg the Hillel 

bu1lding 1s roughly equivalent to the developable space that they were granted at 770, and thus by 

rehnqu1shrng development nghts there, the Unrvers1ty would not reahze an uncompensated gain m total 

campus FAR We beheve that th1s 1s an appropriate trade-off 

In conclus1on, Advtsory Neighborhood Comm1ss1on 2A expresses 1ts overall support for the project 

as reflected in the record, subject to conditions that we beheve that the Applicant can work through w1th 

one or more part1es m oppos1t1on The ANC will contrnue to engage w1th th1s process as an honest broker 

that seeks to protect the communrty's Interests, wh1le providrng Hillel with a feasible opportunrty to 

ach1eve the much-needed fac1hty upgrade that they have been plannrng for 

Thank you for your consideration of our v1ews, and I am happy to answer any questions that you 

m1ght have 

Srncerely, 

Patnck Kennedy 

Cha1r, ANC 2A 
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