
Anthony Hood, Chairperson 
DC Zonmg CommiSSion 
Office of Zomng 
4414th ST NW STE 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 
zcsubmisstons@dc gov 

lDJq JUN f 3 PH 2: 35 

RE: Z.C. Case No. 06-11L; Hillel at The George Washington University 
Letter of Oppositlon 

Dear Chairperson Hood and Members of the CommiSSion 

My Letter of Oppositlon IS regardmg Issues I see With the Applicatlon by the 
Applicant Hillel at The George Washmgton Umversity ("Hillel" or "Applicant'') 
regardmg their co-applicatlon With The George Washmgton Umversity 
("University'') for variance rehef of constructlon ("Project'') of a new facility at 
2300 H ST NW ("Property''). 

The folloWing sectlon IS regardmg Exhibit SD 
• In Sectton IV Page 3 Hillel states the Project Will be 17,155 square feet of 

gross floor area and that the majonty of the Project will be used by Hillel 
as a place of worship and related accessory uses The Umvers1ty's 
application to ANC2A for Mmor Modification of Campus Plan and here as 
Exhibit 1, Application for Campus Plan Amendment, Further Processmg 
states on Page 2- Paragraph 1 that the Umversity will be leasmg 9,150 
square feet of gross floor area from the Hillel This amounts to 53.33% 
usage of the new bmldmg, which is a maJonty usage of the Project Hillel's 
usage will be 46 67% for religiOus purposes and related accessory uses 

o Hillel's application for vanance rehef on many pages states that 
usage of the buddmg Will be 100%, and therefore, they require 
rehef due to bemg a rehg10us bmldmg If Hillel's Project was 
completely for Rehgtous use the actual Project would not need to 
use 100% of the lot space and could provtde the regulation 
reqmred 15 foot rear yard space 

o In Sect:J.on V Page 6 Hillel lists local Synagogues m the area, 
mcludmg Kesher Israel at 2801 N ST NW With a square foot size of 
2400 s.f which IS 52% of the size of Hillel's current square footage. 
Kesher Israelis also a corner lot, at the corner of N ST NW and 28th 
ST NW, and they are able to provtde a 15 foot rear yard space (see 
photographs Kesher Israel on Page 5) 

• In Section IV Page 2 that the facility serves more than 3,000 undergrad 
and 1,500 grad students This IS actually an estimate of all Jew~sh students 
on campus, pract1cmg and non-practtcmg JeWish students. In fact on a 
weekly basis Hillel serve no more than 50-100 "umque" students; If Hillel 
were to produce Its past Shabbat dmner sign up count on a weekly basisZONING COMMISSION 
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you would see the typical Shabbat sei'Vlce averaged 30-40 students Hillel 
serves most people dunng the High Hohdays where they typically rent 
Auditormm space from the Umversity and could build for their actual 
usage. 

o Kesher Israel has over 200 active members and IS able to operate 
m a butldmg 52% ofthe size of Hillel 

• In Section IV Page 4 as well, Hillel states they are not reqmred to have 
loadmg/unloadmg factlibes for a House of Worship under 30,000 square 
feet 

Absent thiS loadmgfunloadmg zone and hmited parkmg dunng daynme 
hours, mcludmg "Rush Hour No Parkmg" from 4pm- 6 30pm on 23rd ST 
NW and a "No Standmg, No Stopping- Bus Stop" m front of the butldmg, 
where wtll the Hillel park their food trucks? These trucks/vans normally 
dehver food for Shabbat sei'Vlces or for the Kitchen, which must provtde 
food for up to 140 students, It seems unhkely that absent a 
loadmg/unloadmg area that they will be able to legally park the dehvery 
vans m the area. Currently food IS dehvered by white vans that can be 
seen in the dnveway once a week for 30 mmutes to an hour Further 
Hillel has hosted events where the white vans have been parked m the 
dnveway for several hours (See Notes Exhibit 12B) 

• In Sectton V page 13 Hillel states they do not reqmre parking, however, on 
a typical day dunng the week Hillel has 3-6 umque vehicles m Its 
dnveway that change throughout the day Currently the Umversity has 
constructton proJects that have removed parking for residents and 
vtsitors at the followmg 

o 24th St NW Between H and I St - Both sides of the street 
o 24th St NW Between New Hampshire and K St- East Side 
o H St NW Between 23rd and 22nd St- Both Sides of the street 
o 22nd St NW Between Hand I St- Both s1des of the Street 
o H St NW Middle Block Between 22nd and 21st St- North Side of the 

street 
o 21st St NW Between H and G St - East side of the street 

With continued Umverstty construction Hillel Is now asking for addttlonal 
cars to be parked on the street and for dehvery trucks to take up space on 
the street 

The followtng sectton Is regardmg Exhibit 7 
• The Hillel's apphcatton states that over ttme Hillel will seek to use the 

third and fourth floor, and accordmg to Exhibit 7, the Umversity plans to 
lease and use 53.33% of the bmldmg for a period of20 years The current 
buildmg has been occupied smce 1989 and lasted for 25 years while Hillel 
has not been able to make full use of the entire bmldmg They are now 
proposmg a partnership wtth the Umversity for 20 years oflease (see 
Exhibit 7 Paragraph 1), however stabng m their application (Exhibit 50 
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SectiOn IV Page 3 Paragraph 2) that they intend to lease the space for the 
near term, m contrast With the Umversity's campus plan amendment. 

The folloWing section IS regardmg Exhibit 12B 
• Hillel states that they plan on haVIng delivery trucks deliver at the Bus 

Stop location on H ST NW m a marked "No Standmg or Parking Metro Bus 
Stop" spot (see Photographs Bus Stop Page 5) 

o Hillel states they will ask for delivenes to be dunng off-peak hours 
of 9 30 AM - 3 00 PM, however on Page 3 they state at least 2 of 
the deliveries will be durmg Rush Hour penods of 7 00 AM to 
10:00 AM. They further state dunng Rush Hour Penods th,e buses 
come every 15 mmutes yet they plan on taking delivenes of 20 
mmutes and 25 imnutes daily durmg Rush Hour peak penods, 
either by blocking the bus stop or by double parking the truck and 
mhibitmg the flow of Southbound traffic from 2 lanes to 1lane for 
20 and agam for 25 mmutes daily 

o Further twice per week there Will be a milk delivery blocking one 
of those~ locations for 15 mmutes 

o They Will also take a 45 mmute propnetary dehvery once every 2 
weeks for 45 mmutes double parked or blocking the bus lane 

• It should be noted that parking m the Foggy Bottom area IS VERY hmited 
and 23rd St NW on the West Side (Southbound lanes) contam parked 
vehicles all day long unti14·00 PM Rush Hour The same can be said for H 
ST NW which has vehicles parked 24 hours a day throughout the day, the 
absence of a loadmg zone for the amount of time Hillel plans on haVIng 
vehicles Illegally parked creates a safety Issue for dnvers and pedestnans 

Regardmg the construction and the potential closure of the sidewalks on 23rd ST 
NW and H ST NW along With the Bus Stop Immediately m front of Hillel, I see no 
documentation m the Hillel's exhibits as to how the flow of foot traffic Will be 
affected and safely mitigated 

• 23rd St NW Is a very heavily foot trafficked as It Is a direct path to the 
Foggy Bottom Metro. 

o Current construction proJects on GW's campus have had covered 
walkways, but these walkways take several months mto 
construction before they are actually raised, hence the sidewalk 
between the Church and Foggy Bottom metro will be closed 

• This causes concerns on several levels 
1. Many elderly parishioners Will be forced to cross 

23rd Stat H St NW to walk all the way down toG St 
NW to then walk back up 23rd St NW to the church 

~. GW students routinely refuse to cross the street and 
therefore attempt to walk m the street Itself, while 
dunng most of the days cars will be parked in the 
nght lane, durmg Rush Hour students will cause a 
safety Issue for themselves and dnvers while all 3 
lanes are in use 

o Will the construction block H ST NW, causmg students from 
Amsterdam Hall to have to walk mto H St or Jaywalk across H ST 
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NW to get around the construcnon, tf the sidewalk on H ST ts to be 
closed, then Htllel should be workmg with the DDOT to create 
Zebra stripes m the mtddle of H ST NW for students to safely cross 

• Further tf thts effects the bus stop, wdl the bus stop be 
removed, wtlltt be moved further back on H ST removmg 
addttlonal parkmg? 

Lastly, gurmg the summer months the sun nses to the North of due East, a taller 
Htllel wtll block early morning sun from the Church and St Mary's Court 

Whde we can appreciate the loss of floor space depnvmg Hdlel of "near-term" 
revenue to fund construction of thts new faahty, the connnued growth of the 
Umversity and this proJect wtll ultmiately connnue as what appears by Hdlel's 
proposed numbers as "maJonty" Umverstty operated space versus a rehgtous 
operated space 

Thts Project appears to be misrepresented to the Zonmg Office as a necessary 
case to request a variance for Rehgtous needs However, upon closer analysts the 
need for thts vanance ts solely based on the Hillel's mabdity to proVIde adequate 
funds to construct a new bmldmg If Hillel were able to provtde the funds on Its 
own to enter mto constructlon, Hdlel's space needs are only 47% of the proposed 
Project and they could therefore stay wtthm current DC Zonmg Regulations 

Thts request for Vartance lays solely on the fact that the Htllel has partnered with 
the Umverstty to fund this Project and must proVIde the Umverstty adequate 
space m repayment for construction funds Htllel should constder usmg the funds 
1t has to renovate the current buddmg and seek variances for extending the 
rooftop to cover the dnveway area 

Please deny this request for Vanance or send 1t back for additiOnal changes to be 
made to bnng It more m lme wtth DC code as It ts based not on actual needs of a 
Religious mstltubon, but due to bemg a mixed-use facility 

Note: Photograph Exhibits on Page S 

Smcerely, 

Chnstopher Pennach1o 
532 20th ST NW #104 
Washmgton, DC 20006 

Cc Patnck Kennedy, ANC 2A (2A01@anc de gov) 
Graham Galka, ANC 2A (2AOS@anc de gov) 
Barbara Kahlow WECA (Barbara.kahlow@venzon net) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
Kesher Israel 
View from N ST NW: 
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