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Nathan W Gross 
Zomng and Land Use Spec1ahst 
Nathan_Gross@aporter com 
Not Engaged In the Practice of Law 

202 942 5956 
202 942 5999 Fax 

May26, 2006 
555 Twelfth Street, NW 
Washmgton, DC 20004-1206 

Carol J Mitten, Chair 
D.C. Zorung Comrmss10n 
441 4th Street, N W 
Suite 210 
Washmgton, D C 20001 

RE Post-Heanng Submission 
Zonmg CommiSSion Case No 06-09 

CWNO. OG -QO( 
; 

EXHIBrT tn;·~ &2· 

Howard Umversity- Intenm Parkmg Lot Use 

Dear Ms. Mitten and Members of the Commission 

At the public heanng on the above-referenced case, the Zonmg Commission asked the 
Applicant to submit mformat10n and answers to questiOns as discussed below 

1. Right Angle Driveway. The DC Department of Transportation ("DDOT") 
mdicated m Its report that a nght-angle turn mto the dnveway was preferred over the angled 
design After further exchange of mformatlon and a site VISit by Mr Lewis Booker, 
Transportation Planner at DDOT, Mr Booker mdicated m an email message that he had VISited 
the Site and found that the existing curb cut IS at a nght angle to Flonda A venue He forwarded a 
color photograph of the existmg, nght-angled dnveway, which Is attached herewith Sheet A 1.0 
of the plans IS attached Please note that the southern edge of the dnveway IS perpendicular to 
Flonda A venue and that automobiles entenng and exiting will do so at a nght angle This 
dnveway IS at the same location as the existmg curb cut, and no changes are planned for the size 
or angle of the ex1stmg curb The only modrfications relate to the apron and gate location. The 
entryway widens mside the sidewalk area to accommodate the width of the gate 

2. Sheet C-9 - Erosion and Sediment Control Notes. The Commission asked that 
the Applicant submit this sheet from the plans, which mcludes specifics on the plantmgs for the 
landscaped areas 

3. Advisory Neighborhood Commission ("ANC"), Cardozo-Shaw 
Neighborhood Association. The Commission requested additional consultations and meetings 
between Umversity representatives and ANC lB and other commumty representatives. 
Productive meetmgs were held on May 16 and May 18, 2006, as summanzed below 

Attendees from the Umversity were Margo Smith, Assistant VIce President for Auxiliary 
SerVIces, Clifford Smith, Drrector of the Parkmg and Shuttle Office, Bruce Costello, Spectal 
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Assistant to the President for Capital ProJects, and Maybelle Taylor Bennett, Director, Howard 
Commumty AssoCiation Commuruty representatives mcluded Justin Schor, Elham Shrrazt, 
some of the ANC Commissioners and Cheryl Cort, Shaw-Cardozo Neighborhood Association. 

MaJor topics mcluded a full reVIew of the Howard Umversity transportation management, with 
multiple components 

It encourages students not to use pnvate vehicles 

A Zip Car program was estabhshed m 2003, and a Flex Car program IS bemg examined as well, 
along with the possibihty of the Umverslty's support for msurance that wlll allow younger 
students to take advantage of these car rental programs 

Free Shuttle Services have been m place for 8 or 9 years-- between campuses, to off-campus 
dormitones, and to the Shaw-Howard Metro station 

The pnce of parkmg for the approximately 1,000 spaces avrulable for a student body of 10,000 
was doubled m 2005 to $240 for two semesters, so as to discourage faculty and staff from usmg 
pnvate vehicles The cost of parkmg for the approximate 2,000 spaces avallable for the non­
hospital faculty and staff was ratsed m 2004 to $400/yr for reserved parking and $300/yr. for 
unreserved parking 

Allowances for employees to work from home and Smart Cards are other Umversity-sponsored 
traffic management rmtlatlves 

The Umversity encourages shared parking wtth Its neighbors 

The Howard Umversity Hospital shares parking wtth the Flonda 
Avenue Baptist Church, Walker Memonal Baptist Church and the 13th Street Baptist Church. 
The Howard Umverstty Hospital shares parkmg with the 9 30 Club 
The Umversity shares parking with the Chuck and Billy's Night Club 

Mr Schor and Ms Shtrazt suggested a number of other thmgs that the 
Umverstty could do m the process of developmg a transportatiOn 
management plan These mcluded · 

• Conduct commuter surveys 
• Establish a formal tele-work program 
• Enroll employees m the Commuter Connections program 
• Market Commuter Connections more formally throughout campus. 
• Estabhsh van pools and car pools 
• Provide preferred parking for van pools and car pools 
• Install bike racks on campus to encourage btcychng. 
• Provtde guides for how to get to campus without the use of pnvate 
vehtcles 
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After extensive data-shanng With commumty representatives and use of transportation 
consultants, a draft transportation plan will be packaged and presented to all of the relevant 
Umversity officers An approved transportation management plan might be possible by early 
January 2007, dependmg on the receipt ofrequtstte approvals 

Florida A venue Interim Parking Lot 

The discussions With ANC CommiSSioners and Ms Cort resulted m the Umversity agreemg to 
conditions as follows regardmg the mtenm parking lot 

1 The Umversity agrees to use high qualtty fencmg and plant matenals to create an attractive 
site VIewed from the street, and a defined edge between property and the stdewalk The 
Umversity shall use landscapmg, structures and lightmg to Improve safety and use best practices 
m "crime prevention through enVIronmental design " The Umversity shall use the dnveway 
width that currently exists and follow the reqwrements established by the D C. Department of 
Transportation standards Any lighting or actiVIty associated With the mtenm use shall not 
disturb adJacent residents, with excessive nmse, traffic, spillover lightmg, or other possible 
disturbances 

2. The Umverstty seeks to use the site for parking over the next five years, especially as 1t will 
take at least two years before the campus plan update process 1s completed and a new use IS 
determmed for the site It IS unrealistic to assume that should there be a decision to develop the 
site, that the development could be Implemented Instantaneously followmg the makmg of a 
decision as to the site's new use 

3. The Umverslty commits to work With the commumty and area busmesses to develop a shared 
use for parking spaces not needed by the Umvers1ty. 

4 The Umverstty commits to pursue a course of action that will result m the development of a 
transportation management plan m the manner descnbed above 

5. Howard Umverstty w1ll proVIde appropnate pubhc notice to and consultatiOn With affected 
Advisory Netghborhood Commisstons, community groups and residents when planmng to 
demolish bulldmgs on any new properties It purchases The Howard Umverstty Commumty 
Association will be notified by the umt Within the Umvers1ty through which such actions are 
tmtiated, and the Commumty Assoctatton Will proVIde pnor notification and reVIew With the 
affected commumty and ANC 

6 The Umversity commtts to usmg Its best efforts to reduce the net area of surface parking lots It 
owns over the next five years 

Conclusion. This completes the Applicant's post heanng submission. We hope It 
responds fully to the Zomng Commission's concerns 
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Smcerely, 
ARNOLD & PORTER LLP 

~a..~~(f3) 
Cyntlna A Giordano 

~ lA) )j)J\JVD (rf) 
Nathan W Gross, AICP 

Attachments 

cc ANC lB 
Cardoza-Shaw Neighborhood AssociatiOn 
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