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Re ZC case 06-06 "Charter Schools Text Amendments• 
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We are wntmg to express our firm oppos!1;1on to a last mmute change to the charter school text amendment that 
allows schools With 16 or fewer students to locate as a •matter of nght" 1n res1denual neighborhoods As residents 
of Capitol H1ll for the last 15 years, active members of the Capltoll·hll Restoration Soaety (Dave has served on the 
board and 1s currently seMng on the zonmg committee) With graduate degrees 1n plannmg (we have a firm 
understandmg of urbaniSm, zoning, and h1stonc preservation), and as parents of young children (ages 2 and 6), 
we feel verv strongly !hat a charter school use of any siZe should _reaUire a spec~al exception 

At the 11 May 2006 Zonmg Commission heanng on the text amendment, Dave testified on behalf of the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society (CHRS) In support of the amendment as ongmally proposed (Without the subsequent change 
allOWing charter schools With 16 or fewer students to locate •matter of nght") As you know, CHRS 1s the oldest 
and largest CIVic assoc1at1on on Capitol Hill representing about a thousand members In proVJdmg the1r support, 
CHRS suggested more specific tests for charter school spec1al exceptions (s1m11ar to Section 223 2) 

Our major concern Is that the regulations as currently proposed, would allow a small charter school as a matter of 
nght m our Capitol H1ll neighborhood which consists mostly of R4 row houses on narrow lots Charter schools 
could Include not just early childhood and elementary schools, but also high schools, adult education, vocational 
schools, res1dentlal fac1ht1es, etc. Th1s encompasses a much broader range of Impacts than a child/elderly 
development center With 16 or fewer mdMduals that 1s currently allowed as a matter of nght 1n an R4 diStnct 
Thus, uses fallmg under the broader defin1t1on of charter schools could be located In any row house With no pubhc 
process that would giVe the community the nght to comment on the 1mpact that the school would have on their 
neighborhood In addition, the change places no restnctlons on the concentration of schools m any area The 
cumulatiVe affect of multiple schools m close proximity could overburden pubhc serVIces, cause s1gn1ficant parking 
and safety problems, and have an adverse 1mpact on the use and enjoyment of abuttmg dwellmgs 

In Dave's position as a Semor Vice President I National Director for Jones Lang LaSalle, he manages the 
development of large commercial office projects that sometimes reqUire complex zon1ng strategies and 
coordmabon with community groups In Jeanmne's position as ExecutiVe D1rector for Partner's for the Common 
Good (a socially responsible nonprofit lender), she prOVIdes needed loan capitol for affordable housmg and 
community faalltles such as charter schools We are very sympathetic to the difficulty that charter schools 
encounter m locatmg appropnate faahbes However, we feel strongly that charter schools of any sJZe should be 
required to comply with thfl special except1on process rf proposed 1n residential neighborhoods 

Sincerely, 

Dave Powell AlA, AICP Jeannme Jacokes 

cc Sharon Ambrose, Councllmember, Ward 6 
Tommy Wells, School Board Member, D1stnct 3 (democratic candidate for Counal, Ward 6) 
Cody R1ce, Advisory Neighborhood Comm1ss1oner (6A03) 
Nicholas Alberti, Sr, Advisory Ne~gt)borhood Comm1ss1oner (6A04) 
Ellen McCarthy, D1rector Office of Planmng 
Dr Patnck Canavan, D1rector DCRA 
B1ll Crews, Zon~ng AdminiStrator 
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