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Zoning Commission = O
Attn: Sharon Schellin, Secretary R
441 4° Street, NW, Suite 200 South - 3
Washington, DC 20004 ® g
-

Dear Ms. Schellin: © _;2_
w [y

Zoning Commission case 06-06 is a deeply flawed proposal that would dramatically -

change the ways that small schools and early education centers could operate in the District. We
collectively advise the Zoning Commission not to adopt it as a final rule because greater carc
should be taken to accommodate the interests of affected stakeholders. We believe the Office of
Planning conld, and should, improve the proposal by engaging in outreach efforts that would
enable gl affected communities — not just the special interests who initiated these changes — to
provide input. Given the city-wide impact of this rulemaking, and the tensions it will create with
existing education policy, anything less would bring into question the integrity of D.C.’s
rulemaking processes. Taking action on this proposal later this month would exacerbate the

disturbing pattero of rushing this flawed proposal through the administrative process to the
detriment of families and children in the District.

'We strongly oppose the adoption of ZC Case No. 06-06 and collectively request the
following actions be taken in regards to the proposed 06-06 zoning amendments:

1. Update the Zoning Code to define charter schools as public schools; this would suffice
to solve the only purported problems ever identified as being fixed by the emergency

rule that was first adopted in February.

Remand the balance of the proposed text amendments back to the Office of Planning

and demand they hold a series of public meetings throughout the city to solicit inputs

from all stakeholders (neighborhoods, schools, early education centers, DC

Government agencies responsible for education policy, MACECD etc.).

The children of the District of Columbia deserve a thoughtful and meaningful proposal
developed in the public eye — not the flawed proposal you currently have, which was drafted

under a non-existent emergency and without inputs from the D.C. agencies responsible for
education policy.

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia
CASE NO.06-06
EXHIBIT NO.72

N0



08/18/08 08:56 FAX 202 833 8222 NBCDI

“5+ NIATIONAL

& BLACK

4% CHILD

&7 DEVELOPMENT
% INSTITUTE. INC.

Fax

Coer Pap

[€6 W 81 diS S0

T Somgon Sctiecen from: fericin Oehamey
Faxt 292 ~927 —bo712 - __Pagest 2 (NGLUDING COVER PAGE)
Phane: pate: SEArENGER 18, 2006

Ret

CcC:

COUrgent []ForReview [JPlease Comment []PleaseReply [ Please Recycle

1101 15™ Street, NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20005 Phone: (202) 833-2220 Fax: (202) 833-2222

dool

1440 0d

:r\
it

ONINCZ 40

@3N303d



