
ADVlSORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3C 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CATHEDRAL HEIGHTS • CLEVELAND PARK • MASSACHUSETTS AVE HEIGHTS 
MCLEAN GARDENS • WOODLEY PARK 

Single Member District Comm1ss10ners 
01-01a Black, 02-Deborah Jane Lindeman, 03-Stephame Zobay 
04-Avram Fechter; 05-Bruce Beckner, 06-Trudy Reeves 
07-Shella Hogan, 08-Cathenne May, 09-Nancy MacWood 

Ms. Sharon Schellin 
Zonmg Commission 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

September 6, 2006 

Re: ANC JC,Resolution 2006-40 regarding Text Amendments to 
Title 11 to Allow Charter Schools to Locate in Specified Zones 
as a Matter of Right 

Dear Ms. Schellin, 

At the regularly scheduled meeting of ANC 3C on August 21, 2006, the 
commissioners passed a resolution regarding text amendments to Title 11 to allow 
Charter Schools to locate in spec1fied zones as a matter of right. The vote was 7-0. A 
proper quorum was present (7 out of 9 comm1ssioners were present). 

Thank you for your considerat1on of ANC 3C's opinion on this matter. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me, Comm1ss1on Cha1r, at (202) 966-5333 or 
nmacwood@aol.com. 
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Nancy J. MacWood 
Chair, ANC 3C 

Enclosures 

-o 
:3: 

VI 
.l: 

ZSNING COMMtSSION 
Dlltrlot of Columbia 

rn 
n 
~ .. 
N 
0 :z: z 
G) 

CAl~ NO._. ~Q~(o--(lo..'-)~k;.._­
~ t-1) • .__3:--'-""'\ __ 

0 
rn 
< m 
0 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 06-06

Deleted

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

CASE NO.06-06
EXHIBIT NO.71



* * * 

Stngle Member Dtstrict CommiSstoners 
01-Dia Black, 02-Deborah Jane Lindeman, 03-Stephame ZObay 
04-Avram Fechter, 05--Bruce Beckner, 06-Trudy Reeves 
07-Shetla Hogan, 08-Cathenne May, 09-Nancy MacWood 

ADVISORY NE:IGHBORHOOD COMI\illSSION 3C 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CATHEDRAL HEIGHTS • CLEVELAND PARK • MASSACHUSETTS AVE HEIGHTS 
MCLEAN GARDENS • WOODLEY PARK 

Resolution No. 2006-40 
Regarding Text Amendments to Title 11 to Allow Charter Schools 

to Locate in Specified Zones as a Matter of Right 

WHEREAS the Zonmg Commtss10n has gtVen nottce m August 18, 2006 DC Regtster that they 
mtend to amend Title 11 DCMR (Z.C. Order No. 04-33; Z.C. Case No 04-33) so as to change the 
deflmtton of "Schools, publtc" to 

-mdude charter schools, 
-amend the building hetght, lot area, lot wtdth, and lot occupancy requtrements for 
publtc sc;_hools m Restdence Dtstncts, 
-exempt publtc schools wrth 16 or fewer students from the lot dtmenston requirements, 
-permit charter schools (and other publtc schools) to locate m Restdence Dtstncts as a 
matter of nght on lots meetmg proposed lot dtmenston requtrements, 
-allow co-locatton of school uses wtth other uses and shanng of recreatton fadlittes, 
-perrntt schools m Restdence Dtstncts not meetmg the proposed requtrements to be 
allowed as a spectal exceptton, 
-amend FAR ltmits for publtc schools m Commeretal Dtstncts, and 
-create parkmg standards for preschools; and 

WHEREAS Advtsory Netghborhood Commtsston 3C (ANC 3C) on April19, 2006 approved a 
Resolutton No. 2006-021 opposmg the proposed Text Amendment to permtt locatton of charter 
schools m Restdence Distncts as a matter of nght based on lot dtmenston due to the lack of 
publtc and neighborhood mput mto school sttmg deetstons and the potenttal adverse impacts on 
netghborhoods, but has yet to recetVe a wntten response from the Zomng Commisston on each 
of the Resolved provtstons as IS requtred by DC law, parttcularly the ANC Amendments of 2000, 
and 

WHEREAS the Zomng Commtsston has not held publtc hearings on the proposed exemptton from 
the proposed lot dtmenston requtrements for schools with 16 or fewer students, nor on the 
addttton of provtstons affecting the lot dtmenston requtrements; and 

WHEREAS the proposed amendments would 
-allow a school to aggregate adJacent properttes, mcludmg properttes separated by an 

alley, under their ownershtp to meet the lot dimenston reqwrements; 
-allow a school to mclude corner street frontage or through lot street frontage 

measurements to meet the proposed mtmmum lot wtdth requtrement; 
-use the less restncttve proposed lot dtmenston requtrements tf the school IS located on 

a spltt zone property and was fn extstence as of February 13, 2006; 
-ratse the allowable FAR from 1.0 to 1.8 when butldmg a school m a C-1 Commeretal 

Dtstnct; 



·ratse the off-street parkmg requtrements for pre-elementary and pre·kmdergarten 
schools or faCJllttes from 1 for each 4 teachers and other employees to 2 for each 3 teachers 
and other employees, and 

WHEREAS there are 136 tradtttonal pubhc elementary, mtddle, JUmor htgh, and htgh schools 
operatmg m the Dtstnct and 51 charter schools WTth legtslatTVe authonzatton for 20 new 
charter schools annually; and 

WHEREAS there are no restncttons on the number of schools that can locate m a Restdence 
Distnct nor on how many schools that could locate on a block or in a netghborhood; and 

WHEREAS the locatton of even one new school m a ReStdence Dtstnct WTthout appropnate 
planmng and constderatton of netghborhood condttions can have stgmficant advecse effects on 
the quality of life m the affected Restdence Dtstrict; and 

WHEREAS there are no requtrements that the concerns of netghbors, commumty orgamzattans, 
or ANCs regardmg the adverse tmpacts of locatmg a new school m an area or on a speafic 
property be considered in grantmg charters or locatmg new charter schools; and 

WHEREAS there ts no conStderatlon gTVen to the number of schools, public and pnvate, that 
may already extst m close proxtmtty to one another and that as a result may already be 
negatTVely affectmg the quality of life of restdents; and 

WHEREAS both the Dtstnct of Columbta Board of Educattan and the DC Publtc Charter School 
Board, whtch authonze apphcants to operate a charter school, do not routmely and 
aggresstvely seek publlc comment or hear testtmony on the potenttal adverse netghborhood or 
commumty tmpacts of the proposed locatton of an applicant school, and 

WHEREAS netther the Dtstnct of Columbta Board of Educat10n nor the DC Public Charter School 
Board constders the tmpacts of the proposed new school on the surroundmg netghborhoods or 
constders the number of extstmg schools close to the location of the proposed school as cntena 
for approvmg or dtsapprovmg the appllcabon for a charter school. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 3C contmues to urge the Zonmg Commtssion to requtre 
all charter schools seekmg new locations to locate m Restdence Zones only by speaal exceptton 
so that restdents, commumty orgamzat10ns, and ANCs can have thetr concerns related to 
adverse tmpacts constdered and gwen great wetght; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 3C opposes altenng the zomng regulations m Residence 
Distncts to allow matter of nght locatton of charter schools because 

·the current proposals tf tmplemented could stgmftcantly change the restdential 
character and qualtty of these Dtstncts; 

·the allowance for the accumulatton of adJommg restdenttal property to meet the lot 
area and WTdth requtrements could destabtllze a reSTdentlal block or area and; 

·the allowance proVTded to meet the proposed WTdth requtrement by aggregatmg pass 
through lot frontage does not constder whether the frontage ts accessible for a school and thus, 
would be a reasonable locattan for proposed ptck-up and drop·offs, nor does tt conStder 
extstmg trafftc cond1t10ns or access to publlc transportatton; 

·the lack of hmtts on the number of schools that could locate m a restdenttal 
netghborhood or area leaves a restdentlal area unprotected from adverse 1mpacts that would 
dtmmtsh quality of ltfe; 

·the wa1ver of'adhenng to the less restnctTVe requ1rements on a spht·zoned lot 1s 
arbitrary and does not constder the nature of each zone or the adJotmng property uses or scale; 



-the exempt1on for 16 or fewer students from Lot d1men51on reqUirements is also an 
arb1trary expansion of a rule destgned for chtld development centers that do not have the same 
1mpacts as do older ch1ldren or adult educatton facll1t1es; 

-the current process for chartenng new schools does not protect commumt1es nor does 
1t give them the same access to due process that 1s avatlable to res1dents when the Dlstnct of 
Columbta Board of Educatton constders Locatmg a new trad1t10nal public school; 

-more than 50 charter schools have opened m the Dlstnct m the last 10 years, wh1ch 
has expanded the number of public schools m the Dlstrfct by more than 45% and there 1s no 
reason to expect thts number not to _grow each year and yet, there 1s no atywide plan for 
where th1s expanston should occur, other than the proposed regulat10ns that seem to 
encourage unbndled expanston of schools m restdenttal neighborhoods; 

-the nearly doublmg of FAR in C-1 Commeraal Distncts should be dosely exammed 
through the heanng process to determm~ the tmpact on adJoining restdenttal properttes and 
whether add1t1onal requtrements should be assoaated w1th this proposed allowance; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 3C urges the Zomng Commtssion to resand the 
authonzat1on of these provts1ons and to reevaluate whether and to what extent some or all of 
these proposals are usmg land use rules to make education policy or whether and how some or 
all of the proposed provtstons further the goals of land use m the affected zone districts; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 3C calls upon the Zomng Commtsston to gtve th1s resolut10n 
and the resolution adopted on Apnl19, 2006 on this same subJect matter the "great weight" 
reqUired by DC law and to respond to each pomt ratsed herem and m the resolution adopted on 
Apnl19, 2006; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all ANC 3C comm1ss1oners are authonzed to represent the 
CommtSSlon on th1s matter. 

Attested by Chatr, on August 22, 2006 

Nancy J MacWood 

Thrs resolutron was approved by a vote of 7-0 on August 21, 2006 at a publlc meetmg of ANC 
3C at whrch g quorum (7 of 9 members) was present 


