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* mission’s complaints. This sum- |

CAPITOLSTREETS

H Street Reformer

It is no sccret that DCRA has
been an embarided agency, having
gone through three directors dur- |
ing the Williams administration.
Mayoral candidage and Ward 4 4
Councilmember Adrian Fenty
has said that DCRA would be the
first agency he would reform — by
“blowing it up and starting over.”

The latest director, Patrick
Canavan, hasn't made it to an
ANC 6A meeting yet, but he cer-
tainly seems to have heard com-

HOUSING CODE VIOLATION?
CALL DCRA. PREPARE TO WAIT.

mer Canavan created the position
of ANC lizison and hired Esic
Rodgers to fill it — following a rec-

ommendation made by the ANC.
g 1
Sﬂluﬂs an iuatve o Cross-
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“I love helping people. Real Estate is nvihagaos
all about finding the right house for e M;l;k
the right person. T
@ it,” sighs Crews. “I took this job
to change the culture of loose in- |
terpretation, or inaccurate inter-

pretation, whatever you want to
aall it — to make sure zoning re-
view is carried ourt according to a
strict mandate.” i i
Crews has his work cut out ¢ SEEe
for him. Canavan has provided
him the authority o make four
hires to bolster his staff of nine,
but he says finding ralented peo-
pleto fill the frondine positions is
difficult. He also aims to retrain
the whole staff, calling existing
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training levels “insufficient.”

“I am not sure what the scope of the
problem is [with regards to improperly
issued permits],” said Crews, “but | can
rdlyoulluwbcm flooded with about
100 addresses since | started byncl,gh
bors concerned abour the appropriate-
ness of these developments.”

Crews has already taken some clear
steps that show he intends to dmsum]l‘y
change the stance of the zoning review
process. He decided not to fight the ANC
6A appeal of the 1124 E St NE permi,
admitting that DCRA permit regulators
had made mistakes.

He also supported a darification to
zoning laws in to the concerns
about the Apple Tree Charter School case,
resulting in a major vicrory for ANC 6A
that will make it much more difficulc for
charter schools to locate in residential
zones withour a special exception. The
Zanmg Commission approved: the sub-

good .. vo start this business, and I have
created jobs here for people in- the com-
munity,” says Gibson. “I would have nev-
er come here if I thought I was notwant-
ed. Never.”

‘Bur Fengler argues that it is the
ANCS responsibility to represent its con-
stituents’ concerns. “We want the rules
to be the same for all restaurants. We are
plaints from neighbors ... these are high
volume stores, with lots of crash, wraffic
and grease,” says the commissioner.

Anwar Saleem, the chair of H Street -

Main Street and a longrime H Street res-
identwho was also pivotal in the H Street
revitalization planning, says he would

have never supported C-2-A zoning in -
_theoverlay if he thought it would be used

against restaurants like Cluck U Chick-
en. “They are using those zoning rules
against us. We supported them to allow

our mom and pop retilers to compete

dationsona g McDonald’s, not to keep our
basis a.nd will schedule public hﬂnngson mom and pop places out.”
the issuc. said that al- - Even within the ANC there has been
though he is still reviewing the Ti dissent. ANC 6A06 Commissioner Marc
construction it application, "I dont  Borbely, also a newcomer to the neigh-
think ita.ctualleoﬁ have qualifiedun-  borhood, has vored against appealing the
the o s .. am pretty sure  certificates of occupancy. “I think that
it won't qualify under the new ones.”) these are not fast food restaurants, and
T o e that they add something to the commu-
By-the-Book Generates Real nity,” he says.
World Controversy Borbely adds that he believes thar the

The one major issue that remains
substantially unresolved is the issuc of
fast-food restaurants on H Street. Unlike
the challenge to the school and the apart-
ment conversion, which are pretty unan-
imously supported by residents in the
community, the appeals to BZA to over-
turn the certificates of occupancy for
restaurants Cluck U and Bird Land have
encountered a lot more controversy
among residents.

In the public debate, the controver-
sy has focused more on whether or not
the restaurants are good for the neigh-
borhood, not on the rechnical question of
whether they qualify as fast-food restu-
rants according to current regulations.
that the ANC is rgeting two new busi-
nesses, both started by black entrepre-
neurs, on a street that still has empry
buildings.

And the technical zoning question
couldn’t-be more personal to Cluck U
Chicken owner Barnard Gibson and his
brother, who grew up in the H Streer
neighborhood and have invested over
$250,000 into the venrture. Locared at
1121 H Sc., NE., the establishment has
a young urban vibe, with yellow painton
the walls, BETs hip-hop music videos
on the TV and young patrons sitting at
its tables and standing at its counter. If
the ANC's appeal of the certificate of oc-
cupancy succeeds, Gibson says he can't
be sure what will happen.

“My whole livelihood is based.on

this. My credit, my mortgage. I quita

debate over the fast-food restaurant zon-
ing exposes different visions of H Street
and some of the underlying class and
racial rensions.

“Just look at the ANC. It changed
from predominandy black to’ predomi-
nantly white, and professional; there is
no way around it. There has been a huge
shift in who is basically speaking for and
running the neighborhood.”

The BZA appeals for the two restau-
rants will likely be decided in the spring.
Bur regardless of what happens with Bird
Land and Cluck U Chicken, it seems pos=
sible that other restaurants will not have
to go through the process. ;

According to Crews, the District will
seriously explore ways to change the zon-
ing code 50 as not to make the definition

based on operating characreristics, an-

other suggestion of ANC 6A. .

Mary Spencer, a longtime resident
and H Street activist, agrees that the fast-
food zoning disputes reflect the stresses
occurring on H Street. *1 feel bad for the

young man who started Cluck U,” she

says. “Bur I also understand the cause of
the residents who have to live behind
him.”

“Maybe though,” she adds, “This wil
make people realize how important it is
to get involved in these licde chings, be-
cause they really do make a difference in
what happens to the neighborhood.” I
Gabriel Pacyniak is a staff writer for Hill
Rag and East of the River. He can be

YOU PAY FOR METRO.
COME SEE How
YOUR MONEY IS SPENT.

Metro’s budget for the coming fiscal year includes a lot of great things
for our customers. If you'd like to find out more about it and have a
chance to comment, don’t miss our Budget Information Session.

~ You can view the budget information hy viming our Web site at
' MetroOpensDoors.com. Click on

budget. You can register to speak at the session (three minutes per
speaker) by emailing or by
faxing your request and contact information to 202-962-1133 by 2 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 21.

Tuesday, March 21, 2006
Open House 6:30-7 p.m. | Budget Session 7-9 p.m.
WMATA Headquarters I 600 Fifth Street, NW 1 Washington, DC
Using Metrorail: Judiclary 5q or Gallery PI-Chinatown station
Using Metrobus: D1, D3, Dé, P§, 70, 71, B0 or X2
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