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"I am itrdepemlent, hartlworking, ·and 
committed to finding each customer 

their dream home." 

DONNA K. COLEY-TRICE 
202.309.3334 

Donnakaren@longandfoSter.com 
"I love helping people. Real Es!aU· is 
all about finding the right house for 

the right person. II 
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CAPITOLSTREETS 

H 'Street RefOrmer 
Recei'YeS Zoning Reins 

It is no= thac OCRAbas 
bc:n an embattled ageru:y, havirlg 
gone through time directors dur­
ing the Walliams administration. 
Mayoral Cllldiibse :uul Ward 4 
COuncilmember AdtUn Fenty 
baS said thac DCRA woo.ld be the 
lint apq'bewould !dOrm-by 
"blowing it up :uul starting over.. 

The lateSt dircc:cor, Patrick 
Canavan, hasn't made ic to an 
ANC 6A mec:cing yet, but be cer­
ainly seems to have bean:! com­
missions complain!S. This sum- 1 
1ntt Canavan ctcaD:drbe position 
of ANG liaison and hired &ic 
R.o.dgers to 611 it - followiog a ....:r 
omiDc:oc:laDonmode by~ANC. 
'The director bas also WOJl praise 
for starting an initiative to aoss­
cnin !nsJ>cctors, who previously 

·~----6(~ ... _ ..... ......._ .... 
.. lo ........ _., ........ ....,,._. 
w=: qnly cnincd in one of disci­
pline sucb as dcccrical or mning. 
Canavan also bin:d a new zoning 
administruor four months .ago. 
And wbo gor cbc job? None oth-

. cr tbcn Bill Crews, a former ANC 
COmmissiona from neighboring 
6C :uul federal artomcy wbo be­
carne in=ttd afccr his own ruo­
inwithapq. 

"I goc in=rcd after I 
worked on a case abour Modlink 
hospital. The BZA issued a ruling 
c:hcrc and OCRA never enforced 
it.· sighs Crews. "I rook this job 
to cb2ngc the culcurc ofloosc in­
~R%2cio~,or~in~­
prccation, whatever you want ro 
call it - to make sure zoning re­
'(icw is canicd out according ro .. 
stria mandacc." 

Crews bas his work cut ·our 
for him. Canavan bas provided 
him the authority to make four 
hires co bolster bis staff of nine, 
bur he szys finding talco red ~ 
ple.to 611 the ~dine positions is 
difficult. He alSo aims co rco:ajn 
the whole saff. calling existing 
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tnining levels "insufficic:n<.. 
"I am not sure wl= the scope of the 

problem is [with reg:uds ro improperly 
issued pennies)." said C~ "but I => 
tdJ you I have been 8oodecl with about 
100 add= since: l "m.rtc:d by ncigb­
bors concerned about the appropri:otc­
nc:si of these ckvdopmc:na_ • 

Crews has already Ween some clear 
su:ps that show he intc~ds to drastically 
change the stance of the ;oning' n:Vicw 
process. He decided not to 6gb~ the ANC 
6Aappcalofthe 1124 ESc., NEpcnnit, 
:admitting dw DCRA permit regulato~ 
had moi:le mimakt:s. 

He also $Upportcd a clarifiation to 
zoning laws in reoponsc co the conccm.s 
about the Appk T rcr: Charter School case, 
resulting in a major vicrory for ANC 6A 
that will make it much rpote diflic:ul~fo 
ch.att:er schools to locate in residential 
zones without a special exception. The 
Zoning Commission approved the $Ub­
santial ~nsona a:mporur 
basis and will $!=hedule public bearings on 
the issue. aronj~ Crsws said that al­
though ~sUII rMcwing the AeekTm: 
conmuaion pcanit application, "I don't 
diink it acrually would have qualified un­
act the Old liJles ... ana I am prmr sun: 
it won't gUO!ifY under die new ones."") 

By-the-Book Generates Real 
World Conuove:rsy 

The one major issue that remains 
substantially unresolved is the issu.e of 
fast-food restaurancs on H Street. Unlike 
the challenge to the school and the apart· 
mc:nt conVet>ion, whic:h an: ptetty unan­
i.mowl)t supported by rcsidcncs in the 
comm~ity, the appeals to BZA to over­
turn the ceni6ates of occupancy for 
restaurants OuckU and Bird Land have 
encountered a lot more conuoversy 
among tesi.dc:ncs. 

In the pubUc deha!", the conaover­
sy has focused mote on whether or not 
the restaurants an: good for the ocigb­
borhood, not on the tcehnical qu<Stion of 
whether they quaiiJY as fast food restau­
rants according to cutrcm regulations. 
Mlny ncigbbor.s have expressed concern 
dw the ANC is ~g twt! new busi­
nesses; both started by black entrepre­
neurs, on a succt that still .has empty 
buildins>. 

And the teehnical-z.oning question 
couldn'c- be more petso.nal co Ouck U 
Olickcn owner Barrwd Gibson and his 
brother, who grew up in the H Sucec 
neighborb¢<1 and have invcs~ over 
$250,000 into the venture. I.oca~ at 
I U l H St., NE., the establishment has 
a young urban vibe. with yellow paint on 
the wall.s, B.ET's hip-hop music videos 
on the 1Y and yoo,mg paaons sitting at 
ics .eai>lc:s-and standing aics c:Ountcr.. If 
theANCs appeal of the Ol:l'1ilieatt of ex>­
aJpane)' succccds, Gibson says he =>'t 
.be sure wbat will happen. 

"My whole. livelihood is basecl.on 
this. My cn:dit, my mortgage. 1 quit a · 

good 1'-- <0 swt this business. and I have 
created jobs here for people in the com­
munity." says Gibson. "l would have ncv­
ercomehete ifl thought! was not want­
ed. Never." 

·But Fengler argu.es that it is the 
ANCs reoponsibilicy co represent ics con­
stituencs' concerns. "We want the rules 
to be the s:une.for all restaurancs. We an: 
filing these~ because we get com­
pbincs from n<:ighbors ... these an: high 
volume stores, with loa of =sh. uaflic 
and grease, • says the commissioile<. 

Anwor Saleem, the chair ofH Scn:et 
MaitCSmet and a lon~ H Street res­
identiho ~alsO pivoeal in the H sm:e. 
revi~ization planning, says he would 
have never supported C2-A zoning in 

.the,ovcrby if he thought it would be used 
against restaurancs like Ouck U Chick­
en. "They ue using those -z.oning f\lles 
against us. We $Upportcd them tO allow 
our mom .and pop retailers to compcrc 
againsr McDonald's, not to keep our 
mom and pop plac:s out. • 

Even within the ANC thete has been 
disscnc. ANC 6A06 Commissioocr Mare 
Borbdy, also a newcomer ro the ncigh­
bo<hood, has vorod against appealing the 
certifiares of occupancy. "I thlnk that 
these ue nor fast food restaurants, and 
dw they add something to the com_mu­
niry, • he says. 

Borbdy adds that he bdiev<:s dw the 
debate over the fast-food restautant zon­
ing exposes different visions ofH Saeet 
and some of the underlying class and 
racial tensions. 

"Just look at the ANC. It <:hanged 
from predominantly black ro predomi­
nandy w!Ute, and probionaiJ dierc is 
no way around i<. The.te has~ a bl!ge 
mih in who is basically speaking for and 
running the neighborhood. • 

The BZAappcals for the cworcstau­
rancs willlikdy be decided in thC spring. 
Buuegarcllcss of wluthappcns with Bird 
Land and Quck U Chid=, it seems~ 
sible that other restaurancs will not have 
to go through the process. 

According to Crews, the District will 
seriously explore wa)'S to change ibe-z.on­
ing code so as not to make rhe ddlnirion 
based on operaring dw:.ac:ristics, an­
other suggestion ofANC 6A.. 

Mary Spencer. a longtime resident 
andH Sa=:ocrivist, :agrees that ~e ~last­
food -z.oning disputes tdlca the = 
ocam:ing on H Scree<. • I fed bad for the . 
young man who started Quck u: she 
says. "But I also understand the c:wsc: o£ 
the. rcsidencs who have to liVe behind 
him." 

"Maybe though •• she adds, -rb.is will 
make people rca.lizc how important it is 
to get Jnvolvecl in these little thin&', be­
= they teally do make a diffen:nce in 
wlut happens to the neighborhood. • • 

GtJJrid PttqnUzlt is It ;t/fff run-fo Hill 
Rag and East of the River. H~ can b~ 
l'tltC!KJ at gllbrkl@hilbrzg.ann. 

you pAy· FqR METRO. 
· COME SEE J.IOW 

YOUR MO~EV IS SpEth:. 
Metro's budget forlhe coming ttteal year indudes a lot of great things 
for our customers. If you'd like to find out more about It and have a 
cha11ee to'~omment. don't miss our Budget hiformation Session. 

You can view the budget informati~n by visiting <>ur Web site at 
MetroOpensDoors.com. Okk on Metro's fip[ 111:ar 2007 pro!I051>d 
~ You can register to speak at the session (three minutes per 
~al\er) !1Y emaili~ pyblk-htadng-test!~o~a? com or by 
faxing ~r request and-con~ lnformation'to 202·962-1 133 by 2 p.m. 
on TUesday, March 21. 

Budget lntorm.tlon Session 
ruescs.y, MaW~ 21. 2006 

Open House 6:30-7 p.m. I ~Session 7.1J p.m. 
WMATA ~11en I 600 Fifth Street. NW I Wahin9ton, DC 

Using ~II: Judiciary Sq or Gallery PI-OIJM1owl\ sWtion 
Using MetrobUs: 01, 03, 06, P6. 70,'71. 80 « X2 
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