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I have hved in the Capitol Hill neighborhood smce 1979 as a property owner, ra1smg two children 
~"··'"""'"'·and workmg m a small architectural practice, of which I am co-owner and co-founder, also m the 

One of the thmgs I love and have loved about ra1smg children, hvmg, and workmg here IS the 
, vtllage-hke quahty of the Histone Distnct My family can and does walk and bicycle to our regular 

_ destmat10ns school, library, post office, work, Ice cream, restaurants, fnends, acttv1t1es But th1s wouldn't 
': be posstble without nchness and dtverstty of commercial and mstitutiOnal uses within blocks of each other 

As long as I've hved here I have regretted the smgle use zonmg that was overlatd on so much of 
Capttol Hill, m dtrect contradiction to the htstonc patterns of commerctal uses on vtrtually every comer m 
the neighborhood Some of my family's favonte sites are present only because they are grandfathered 
Likewtse, the broad-brush zomng that was applied to my neighborhood completely overlooked the already 
existmg and htstonc nature of the neighborhood wtth the result that most of our Capttol Hill houses are m 
viOlation of side and rear yard, lot area, and set back requirements Some of the zomng reqmrements 
currently m effect actually act stgmficantly to the detnment of the htstonc envrronment, such as that that 
resulted m so many houses w1th curb cuts and garages a suburban model completely out of step wtth 
Capitol Hill Prohtbitmg small schools or saddlmg them w1th large lot area reqUirements or parkmg 
requrrements would be anther step m the dtrection of the suburban sprawl model 

Another regret I have ts when my netghbors, wonderful people who have put thetr money where 
thetr mouths are, hvmg m an urban settmg in hm1ted square feet, largely wtthout drtveways and garages 

, thmk like suburbanites, complammg about parkmg and congestiOn We hve m a neighborhood where we can 
;;. walk where we need to go Where snow only means puttmg on boots Where we don't really need cars and 

all thetr a~scctated acres of paving for parkmg The people fightmg traffic on I-270 and seven days a week 
m the Vtrgmta suburbs would laugh at our 'congestion' But tfwe exclude the schools that our small 
chtldren might attend, to wh1ch we could walk, we negate the pedestrian advantages of our neighborhood 

In closmg, I am m favor of land usage more hke that ofthe mneteenth century when the 
neJtghlborhO<)d was butlt. We now know that our Capitol Htll streets wtth cars on both sides result m 'traffic 

that suburban Jurisdictions have now had to mvent Our pedestrian-fnendly environment with its 
n .. n<llnl/ of development IS, by defimtton the us Green Bmldmg Council, both green and sustamable. We 

and have an environment that architects m the suburbs are stnvmg for 
- I hope that we can contmue to foster mtxes m use and the small size schools, mtegrated mto 

:Uei~lborhO()ds, that we know foster the best learmng 
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