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At ita hearins on May 11, 2006, the Zoniog Commission requested the otlioo ofPJanning 
to meet with represeotatives :from the D.C. Public Chatter School Board to discuss the 
proposed changes and potential cooperation between the Commission and the Board in 
regulatiDg the location of public charter schools. At this meetiug, it was agreed that lot 
size standards for schools are appropriately regulated by zouiog, but there will be a more 
acute need for COlll1tlUDication and cooperation between the zoning and charte.ri.og bodies 
as school sites become increasingly acaree. OP recopizes that fixture cJmuaes to the 
zoni.og regulations may be necessuy to accoDlmodate the evolving needs and forms of 
education in the District. 

In tho meantime howeverll the proposed tat amendment resolves the immediate concern 
ofproteeting established, small-lot neighborhoods from possible uegative effects of 
school uses without putting severe burdens on the loca1ion of new schools. In~ while 
the well detiuecllot standards laid out in the amendment will not adequately address the 
space or loading needs of larger schools, they provide some protection fbr established 
rowhouse neighborhoods while providiDg clear guidelines for school developen looking 
tbr property. Other options to resolve poteQtial neighborhood CODflicts, including 
required 'l:rld1ic and parkiDg mitigation pll!lS and studies of the noise and other atfeets 
would require a great cleal11101e time and expense on the part of schools in the process of 
loaLting a school site than straigbt-fotwarcl standards that are clearly outlined. 
Furthermore, the special exception pro'Vision gives schools the additiOD&l optioDB fur 
smaller sites where cxmditions WIII'8IIt. 

For the5o n:esons, OP recommends tbat the text ameadmellt be approved as setdown by 
the Zoniug Commission. OP further reoommends that tho treatment of educational 
iDstitutiolls by the zoning regulations be revisited in a broader way upoD eompletion of 
the compreheJisiv~ plan. 
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The Commission also requested fiuther information on fbur other issues: 

Over Concentration of Schoob 
llegarding the poteDtial over concentration of schools in an area. OP does DOt see the 
need for :6uther regulation to prew.ot too many pub& schools in any area. Omently, the 
cbartoriDg bodies for charter schools requiro demosraphic aoalysis of the area 

I SUITOlJJlCliug any new school and take!.. into account the DUJDber and size of SUJ'I'OUilCiiug 
schools. 

Sdtool Bust!6 
At this time OP caunot recommeud zoning regulations for school bus parking in 
nmdential districts Parking on public right-of-way is appropriately tegU1ated by DOOT. 
Furthermore, where schools are umesponsive to neigbbodlood COIICeiD8, this issue am be 
brought to the cbartering Board tbr their consideration. 

A&tem~ ~in Public Elementory and Junior High Schods 
OP was requested to aamine the difl"enmc:e in patkiq requirements tbr high schools and 
other public sdlools. It is the opinion of this agency, after disoussions with the staff at 
DCPS~ that the count of assembly space or cJaasroom spaGe in hish schools is an attempt 
to count some tiactioD oftbe st11dent body of a hish school toward parking requimnems 
Since )'OU!I8el' studems at elementary and junior high schools do not drive 1hemselves1o 
schoo~ there does not appear to be a need to count the student body fur parking 
requirements at these sdlools. OP does not recommend any tUtthet dJaDgea to the school 
parking requilements. 

Child Development Cltlfersi'Ptw~IUndsrgcrten Education 
Tho final ansa needing ibrther clarification is the difference between ddld developmem 
centers aad pnHdndergartell Gharter .schools PnHdndergarten tacilities uorelated to tbe 
public school system in the city are known as child development ceatera 8Dd are 
regulated as special exceptions in the residcmtial districts and subject to enrollment limits. 
20l.l(p) allows for child development centers in D.C. public JChools or RlL"il'eldion 
centers as a mattet-of-right in aU residential clistri.\;ts. This bas been intelpteted to include 
charter schools lllld the proposed text amendment will make this iDterpmat.ion otlidal. 
The Deed for further cbaDges to the parking requirements comes fi:om the filet that both 
child development centers and public schools above kindergarten have parking 
requirements, but because of the recent phenomenon ofpre-ldttderprten charter sahoo~ 
there are no staDdards fbr this use. OP recommends the proposal as setdown to ~the 
paddng n:quirelncmts fur pxe-kindetprten public schools the same as fOr elementary 
public schools. 

Based on the discussions above and the analysis provided in tbe orlgiual OP report, OP 
recommeada approval of the proposed text ameudment u set down. 
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