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Good evenmg. My name 1s Ehzabeth Nelson. I am the Cha1r of the North Lincoln Park 
Neighborhood Assocratton, whtch operates on Capitol Htllm the area JUSt North and East of 
Lmcoln Park. Thank you for allowmg me to make thts statement m sup_port of the proposed text 
amendments whtch clanfy the status of pubhc charter schools under the zonmg regulations and 
wh1ch set rmmmum s1te requirements for pubhc and pubhc-charter schools in the Res1denttal 
zones 

One ofthe pnmary reasons for selectmg a home m an R4 zone IS for the quiet residential 
character of the neighborhood The petghbors I represent want to choose their homes With a 
clear expectation of the types of uses permitted for nearby properties. The lack of clanty m the 
current regulatiOns leaves us subject to the mappropriate mcurs1on of large, noise, htter, and 
traffic generating institutions The proposed text amendments would rectify that SituatiOn 

The Siting of a DCPS factlity IS determmed by central admmistratlon, and vetted by the City 
Council and the Board of Education who are elected officials, answerable to their constituents. 
Opportunities for pubhc comment are built mto the system The Sitmg of a pnvate school or a 
child development center IS addressed exphcitly in the current regulations which are designed to 
ensure that they do not present a hardship to the surrounding community 

But the siting of charter schools ts not clearly addressed m the current zoning laws, no doubt 
because they did not exist at the time the regulation were wntten Also, parkmg was a less 
Important consideratiOn at that time (for all schools, pubhc or pnvate) because far fewer children 
were dnven to school - very young children did not attend and most children enrolled in a school 
within a few blocks oftherr homes 

If a DCPS school becomes a poor neighbor, residents can seek rehefthrough their 
Counctlmember or therr School Board representative, who are elected and answerable to thetr 
constttuents. Also, we know where the DCPS-operated schools are likely to be and can act 
accordmgly But charter schools are poppmg up in unpredictable locations and, hke private 
schools, are answerable to no one Once they are in place, thetr neighbors must rely entirely on 
their good wtll. It makes no sense at all that these mst1tut10ns that exist largely outside the 
control of the citizenry are regulated less stnngently than those that are wrthm our purview. 

I don't see how anyone can reasonably object to haVIng umfonn regulations for all schools, 
pnvate, pubhc or pubhc-charter I urge you to adopt the proposed text amendments 

Thank you. 
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