FAX NO. :282561@8596 May. 18 2886 B4:26PM P2

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbla
caseNo___ Ol—06 FAX
Testimony In reference to 06-06 EXHIBIT NO. \
May 11, 2006 2
8 o
> @
May 9, 2006 = g 3
- R
To: DC Zoning Commission = 23
Washington, DC = 3
S Z
o &
~0

Dear Zoning Commission:

We are writing on behalf of the of the District of

Columbia Association for the Education of Young Children, and

The Washington Association of Child Care Centers, and

other childcare professionals responsible for the care and education of
ALL children to express our opposition to passing “emergency
restrictions” that would take away the rights for all small schools to
locate in the city’s residential neighborhoods. We are opposed to any
consideration to any changes that deny children and their families to

choice with respect to where their children attend schools and in what
neighborhoods.

The proposed restrictions would prevent new, small schools where we
Need them-in our neighborhoods. The District of Columbla has too
many falling schools, we need schools that work, and schools that
provide more choice for parents and guardians. Research shows that

small schools work better. If schools are not located in neighborhoods,
where will they be?

The proposed changes are anti family, schools should be in
neighborhoods, not industrial zones. We believe these proposed
changes benefit well-connected spedial interests at the expense of

familles with children, and further that families had no input into this
proposed process.

These proposed ™ emergency restrictions” also make it harder for

childcare professionals to provide quality schools that serve our

children. It is Important to have schools in neighborhoods that prepare
children at an early age to become the skilled workforce of thefuture;ission
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which will enable us to remain globally competitive. We need well
educated and skilled workers to fill jobs in the future.

The real “"emergency” is the way these proposed changes were put
through with no process or input from the people they affect the
most. As well as these amendments unfairly attempt to change the
rules in the middie of the process and hurt the schools, communities,
and working parents and guardians in the District of Columbia.

Children and youth as a whole are endangered in the District of
Columbia, it our responsibility as parents, educators, community
leaders and the like to provide an appropriate education for our
children to equip them as contributing members of society, and to
assist them in developing the skills necessary to make critical
decisions they need to stay healthy, safe and happy for the rest of
their lives. Children should not have to worry whether there will be
schools in thelr neighborhoods that provide opportunities for them to
flourish.

We urge the Zoning Commission to consider the children, not pass
regulations that do not benefit them.

Thank you for your consideration to this testimony.

rances J. Rolllg—/(/
President
District of Columbia Association for

the Education of Young Children
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