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FROM: Bobbi Blok, CEO, GCH Endowment 

DATE: May 11. 2008 

SUBJECT: 

ZONING CQMMl§SaoN 
District of Columbia 

CASENO. (){o::{){a 8i{ 

EXHIBIT N0 •. _..._\9""'----

Re: Caae Number 01.0& (Charter Schools -Text Amendment) 

Dear Zoning Commission Members: 

The GCH Endowment Is an advocacy agency committed to promoting quality 
&eiVices to young children we do not operate a school or a chUd development 
facility therefore our comments are solely based on the best interest of the 
children and fammes living In the Distrld of Columbia. We would strongly urge 
the Commission to 1800nsider the emergency action It took on February 131h, 
regarding the location of pubUc charter schools, small private and parochtal 
preschools and day care centers In residential zones. . Limiting access to such 
programs In residential areas would be counter productive and In reality 
precipitate a true emergency given the fact that such services are needed in 
residential areas so that children can easily walk to school and that such facilities 
need to be viewed as vital cornerstones to our neighborhoods. 

The safety and education of our children are paramount concerns and require 
more thoughtful and In-depth study. It would be advisable and most appropriate 
for the Commission to immediately void the emergency set-down of these 
proposed zoning amendments and start anew - In a way that fosters constructive 
public participation as well as includes a comprehensive impact study. We are 
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therefore respectfully requesting that you ask the omce of Planning to establish a 
deliberate and inclusive process for the development of amendments to the 
Zoning Code affecting public charter schools~ small private and parochial 
preschools and day care centers. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 

ZJ!~ 
Bobbi Blok, CEO 
GCH Endowment 


