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Re. Case No 06-06, a text amendment to Tttle 11 of the Dtstrlct ofColumbta 
Mumctpal Regulations concerning Charter Schools 

Dear Charrman Mttten and Members of the Board 

At tts May, 2006, pubhc meetmg, at whtch a quorum was present and actmg throughout, 
Advtsory Neighborhood Commtsston 2F (heremafter "ANC2F") reVIewed the above referenced 
case, m whtch It appears that the Zomng Commtsston ts contemplatmg changes m the zonmg 
regulations as relates to the procedures for locatmg charter schools Specifically, we understand 
that the Commtsston ts constdenng rendermg charter school usage as a matter of nght m 
residential zones We wtsh to advtse you that ANC2F ts strongly agamst thts approach, whtch 
we feelts til adVIsed, not only as a matter of zomng, but also m that tt senously undermmes the 
Dtstrlct of Columbta Advtsory N etghborhood Commtsston Act 

Following a full community dtscusston on the matter, ANC2F duly and unanimously 
adopted the resolution set forth below We note that a stmtlar resolution was adopted by at least 
one other ANC and we further note that the Blagden Alley AssociatiOn, whtch Is an 
unmcorporated commumty association servmg restdents m the Blagden Alley area has 
recommended adoption of the resolution herem presented 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the DC Zonmg Commtsston has scheduled a hearmg on May ll, 2006 to constder 
Case No 06-06, a text amendment to Tttle 11 of the Dtstrlct ofColumbta Muntcipal RegulatiOns 
concemmg Charter Schools (''the Amendment"), 

WHEREAS the Amendment would allow Charter Schools to be located m restdenttal 
netghborhoods as a matter of nght, subJect to lot and frontage requirements, 

serV?ng Logan orc1e, ThotJtas C7rc7e, o7d C7ty, B1agden A17ey, Frank17n square, and parts of Shaw and DtlwntDWII 
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WHEREAS this ANC IS generally supportive ofpubhcly-funded Charter Schools, 

WHEREAS there IS an established regulatory process by Spectal Exception for sttmg pnvate 
schools m Restdence Zones, and 

WHEREAS the matter of nght estabhshment of charter schools m facilities m residential 
neighborhoods that have not presently or previOusly been used as public schools may have a 
sigmficant Impact upon the neighborhood and the quality of hfe m the neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS the potenttaltmpact on residential neighborhoods of the establishment or expansion 
of pnvate schools IS regulated by the Board of Zonmg AdJUStment and allows for stgmficant 
mput from residents and from Advtsory N etghborhood Commissions, and 

WHEREAS pubhc school estabhshment or expanston ts subJect to the approval of the partially 
elected, partially appomted School Board wtth fundmg authorization by the elected D.C Counctl 
with both bodies mvitmg and respondmg to pubhc comment, and 

WHEREAS charter schools are not subJect to the rules and regulations established for District 
pubhc schools that ensure the stability of the school and provide mechanisms for the commumty 
to address any Issues or problems, nor IS a proposed charter school subJect to the procedures that 
evaluate the abihty of the pubhc mfrastructure to support the Impacts of a new school, 

THEREFORE, IT IS 

RESOLVED, That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2F ("ANC 2F") 
supports charter schools locatmg m Ward 2, and specifically m ANC 2F, but 
further determmes based upon the this ANC's expenence that there should be a 
mechanism to constder Impacts due to a substanttal new use m a neighborhood, 
and It ts, 

FUR mER RESOLVED, That ANC 2F advtse, and does hereby so advise, that 
the DC Zomng Commission (DCZC) requtre Spectal Exceptions for all charter 
schools planmng to locate m Residence Zones and Htstoncal Distncts, except for 
those locatmg m a facthty presently or prevtously used as a DSPS factlity, m the 
same manner and to the same extent that pnvate schools and child development 
centers are required to have Special Exceptions to operate m such locations, and It 
IS, 

FURmER RESOLVED, That ANC 2F advise, and does hereby so advtse, that 
the Office of Planmng mvolve netghbormg commumttes m Its review of Charter 
School's Special Exceptton applications and obtam mput and comment from DC 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) to mitigate potential negative effects on 
the neighbonng commumty DDOT comments should mclude at a mimmum. 

1 an evaluation by DDOT as to (a) whether the addtttonal vehicle traffic resultmg 
from the operation of the proposed charter school would create dangerous traffic 
condittons or significantly mcrease the traffic on nearby residential streets m a 



manner that could not be satlsfactonly 1111t1gated by an effective traffic management 
plan, (b) whether the additional demand for on-street parkmg resultmg from the 
operation of the proposed charter school creates stgmficant adverse effects on nearby 
residents and whether those adverse Impacts can be mttigated by an effective traffic 
management plan, and 

2 a determmat10n by DDOT as to the number of students and staff that the locatton 
can reasonably and safely accommodate, and tt ts, 

FUR mER RESOLVED, That ANC 2F advtse, and does hereby so advtse, that 
the Office of Plannmg and the Zonmg Comnnsston establish an apphcatton 
process, fundmg, and disbursement mechanisms to enable Charter Schools to 
recover legal and other costs related to Spectal Exception applicatiOns, and tt ts, 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That If the current regulatiOns are amended to provide 
for the location of charter schools m restdenttal zones Without the requirement for 
commuruty reaction and the abthty of the advisory netghborhood com1111ssions to 
provtde advtce to the zonmg authonttes commumties may be adversely and 
matenally tmpacted, wtth the result that the underlymg purposes of the Advtsory 
Netghborhood Commissions Act would be undermmed 

FUR mER RESOLVED, That the Chairman of ANC2F or his designee be and 
IS hereby authonzed to represent ANC 2F on this matter 

We request that the Board gtve great weight to our advtce herem expressed, as provtded 
by§ 1-309 10 of the Dtstnct ofColumbta Code. 

Smcerely yours, 

~~ 
Charles D Reed 
Chatrman, ANC 2F 

cc ( Vza Emazl) 
Hal Davttt (blagden_alley@mmdspnng com) 


