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I am wntmg on behalf ofNortheast Neighbors for Responsible Growth (NNRG) m support of the 
Charter Schools Text Amendment (Case 06-06) NNRG would hke to extend Its gratitude and thanks to 
both the Office ofPlanmng and the Zomng Cornnnss10n for addressmg the numerous technical Issues 
surroundmg land use and plannmg as It relates to Charter Schools 

NNRG consists of approximately 100 concerned neighbors of 136/138 12th Street NE The property IS 
Immediately north of Lmcoln Park and located m the Capitol Hill Histone Dtstnct. The property IS 
zoned R-4. It sits squarely m the mtddle of a block of residential rowhomes, many restored to therr 
histone standards As a result of the property's location, It shares party walls With Its residential 
neighbors, as well as adjacent rear garden spaces, separated only by common fencmg The lot IS shghtly 
over 4000 sq ft and IS occupied by a butldmg 36ft wtde and 40ft deep The large rear yard of the 
property currently accommodates parking for 8-10 cars 

A Boston-based educational corporation bought the property m the summer of 2005 for the sole purpose 
of developmg It mto a Charter School for 3 and 4 year olds This corporation claims to be able to site Its 
Charter School squarely m the mtddle of this residential block as a matter of nght, with no regard as to 
the nghts or needs of the surroundmg taxpaytng residents of the Dtstnct of Columbia The corporation 
asserts that because of matter of nght they are exempt from any zonmg regulations While DCPS has 
always mstituted a protocol with all stakeholders m sitmg Pubhc Schools, there IS no requrred process m 
place for the stting of Charter Schools that mvolves all stakeholders. 

The Charter School proJect was mitially planned for 75 students and 20 staff; with the butldmg covenng 
80% of the lot (a playground on the roof), massmg to three full stones m the rear (plus playground), and 
parking for JUSt three cars Because of tts Htstonc Dtstnct location, the plan was recommended for 
reJection (by staff) to HPRB as "too aggresstve" and the proJect was slightly downstzed The current 
plans call for 54 students, 15 staff and, still, JUSt three parking spaces The butldmg Will cover 60% of 
the lot, mamtammg three story massmg m the rear 

This block of 12th Street NE IS located between Constitution Avenue and East Capitol Street Both East 
Capitol and Constitution are one way commuter routes west m the mommg The 100 block of 11th 
Street NE IS one way south and a one lane residential alley parallel to Constitution and East Capitol 
connects 11th and 12th Streets Tennessee Avenue, drrectly east ofthe 12th Street location, IS one way 
southwest, feedmg onto East Capitol The alley between 11th and 12th Streets IS completely hned With 
garages or parkmg spaces for the rowhomes that front those streets Every legally available space on 
these streets IS designated for residential parkmg 

The text amendments, as proposed, are a necessary begtnnmg to provtde guidance for any new Pubhc 
School development and to msure that schools are developed on sites that provtde safety for the children 
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attendmg, safety for the neighborhood m terms of traffic and congestion, and respect for the surroundmg 
neighbors/ m terms of parlang, traffic and nmse 

In our case Sitmg the proposed school at the aforementioned location would Impose Irreparable harm on 
the Immediate community Charter Schools are not stnctly neighborhood schools, but must accept 
students from anywhere m the city It IS safe to assume that With a 3 and 4 year old age group, except 
for families hvmg m the very Immedtate VICinity, the maJority of children Will be dnven to school The 
maJonty of parents Will park their cars and walk their children mto school- or double park their cars. 
The property's frontage of 36ft hardly proVIdes the means to accommodate orderly drop-off and pick­
up for a maJonty of 54 students Without obstructing traffic, blockmg residents' cars, or blockmg 
residents' garages m the rear (should the rear entrance be resorted to). As a parent let me assure you, 
from expenence, the process {wtth 3 and 4 year olds) IS neither expedient nor efficient, whether at the 
start or the end of the day Parents Will do whatever IS most convement to accommodate their needs 
The traffic pattern allows for no easy way to "circle" the block Already, 11th Street can be backed up 
for two blocks dunng the mommg commute Additionally, this IS a dense, urban residential 
neighborhood, where parlang IS already at a premium. The 12th Street Charter School development calls 
for three parking spaces for Its 15 staff members 

The proposed school would have a play yard of approxunately 36 x 17 for 54 children, Immediately 
adJommg residential rear gardens and patios The play area would Sit squarely m the middle of this 
residential neighborhood Because of Its small size, the play area would probably reqmre staggenng 
playtimes to accommodate 54 students It could bemuse most ofthe day, up unti16pm The yard 
would probably be heaVIly used from 3-6pm for the schools after care program. Its heavy use will be 
very eVIdent to both 12th Street neighbors and 11th Street neighbors Immediately behmd the school 

The requrrement for a 9,000 sq ft. lot appears to be the minimum reasonable siZe m the sitmg of this 
type of pubhc mstitution In the case of our situation, once the size of the buildmg (as currently planned, 
but more Importantly as the desrred Imtiallarger plans), staff and VISitor parking, a reasonably sized play 
area, and setback from neighbors are taken mto consideration, 9000 sq ft suddenly IS hardly large for 
responsible development The requrrement of 120ft frontage seems a mmimum of reason m the sttmg 
and development of a pubhc mstitution that could bnng 70+ new vehicles mcludmg trash pickup, meal 
catermg serVIces and supply serVIces as well as student and staff traffic( or as m the Imtial plan - 95+ 
new vehicles) mto a tight, urban, stnctly residential neighborhood to msure safety and convenience for 
children and neighbors durmg busy congested mommg and evemng drop-offs and pick-ups In 
neighborhoods such as ours these requrrements are essential for co-existence and the mamtenance of 
CIVIlity An mstitutlon of this land should be a welcome addition to a neighborhood, not an Imposition 
or a threat to the quahty ofhfe to those who are the development's mtimate neighbors 

NNRG represents a community that values neighborliness, community support, tolerance and fam1hes 
Our members mclude retired mdiVIduals, young profess10nals, couples and families Many of our 
neighbors have hved m the community for 30+ years, have seen the City through some very difficult 
years, put our faith m our City officials, dug our heels m and continued to work to make our 
neighborhood a desrrable place for all Its residents The children of our neighbors attend pubhc, pnvate, 
charter and rehg10us schools We value quahty education as a cornerstone for a VIbrant and desirable 
community We welcome It to our community, but strongly beheve any pubhc mstitution should be 
responsibly sited With a process that allows mput from all stakeholders 

NNRG supports the Charter School Text Amendments to proVIde the begmnmgs of basic guidelmes for 
all stakeholders (neighbors, school chents and school developers) mvolved m the sitmg and 
development of pubhc schools No one group should be held hostage to the behefs of any other group, 
nor to Ill-conceived plans fo1sted upon them The Citizens of this city deserve the thoughtful protections 
of the mdiVIduals entrusted With balancmg the needs of the neighborhoods wtthm our city, and we look 



to the Zomng Comrmss10n for those proVIsions NNRG strongly recommends permanent adoption of 
the Charter School Text Amendments 

The Northeast Neighbors for Responsible 


