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Re: No. 06-06, Charter School amendment 

To the Members of the Commission. 

The Federat.tOn ofCtttzens Assoctattons opposes the proposed amendment m thts 
matter insofar as tt would enable charter schools to locate as a matter of right m restdenttal 
zones. The Federation took thts action by an April13, 2006 vote of its Executive Board, which 
ts authonzed to act on behalf of the Federation and tts over 45 member assoctat10ns. 

Charter schools can be created qutckly without nonce to a netghborhood and may 
change locattons often. For thts reason, we believe that all charter school siting should be done 
by spectal exceptton Ctttzens have more mput tf a DC Pubhc Schoolts gomg to be butlt, 
making therr siting m restdenttal zones less problematic In addttton, because those are pubhc 
schools wtth accountable officials, residential locations are less burdensome. 

On the other hand, Charter Schools, many of whtch are for profit entitles run by 
out of DC companies, do not have any accountabtlity to local citizens. They frequently change 
locations, and are not as observant ofthetr tmpact on the surroundmg netghborhood. Matter of 
nght stttng by the prohferatton of charters can play havoc wtth a neighborhood, espectally one 
wtth old, large homes or even vacant housmg. Should the amendment progress, we believe that 
the mtmmum lot sizes are too small to provtde any meanmgful buffer to the surroundmg 
netghborhoods 

Respectfully submttted, 
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