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Re: No. 06-06, Charter School amendment
To the Members of the Commission.
The Federation of Citizens Associations opposes the proposed amendment 1n this
matter insofar as 1t would enable charter schools to locate as a matter of right in residential
zones. The Federation took this action by an April 13, 2006 vote of its Executive Board, which
1s authorized to act on behalf of the Federation and 1ts over 45 member associations.
Charter schools can be created quickly without notice to a neighborhood and may
change locations often. For this reason, we believe that all charter school siting should be done
by special exception Citizens have more mnput 1f a DC Public School 1s going to be buult,
making their siting in residential zones less problematic In addition, because those are public
schools with accountable officials, residential locations are less burdensome.
On the other hand, Charter Schools, many of which are for profit entities run by
out of DC companies, do not have any accountability to local citizens. They frequently change
locations, and are not as observant of their impact on the surrounding neighborhood. Matter of
right siting by the proliferation of charters can play havoc with a neighborhood, especially one
with old, large homes or even vacant housing. Should the amendment progress, we believe that
the minimum lot sizes are too small to provide any meaningful buffer to the surrounding
neighborhoods
Respectfully submutted,
Geor; R Clark
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