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At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on March 9, 2006, Advtsory ..r;: ~ 
Neighborhood Comrmss10n 6A voted 5-0-3 (With 5 Comrmssioners requrred for a quo~ to G.> 

support the proposed text amendment to clanfy the treatment of pubhc charter schools under the 
zorung regulations and to requrre spectal exceptions for public schools that do not meet certam 
lot area, lot Width, FAR, and lot occupancy requrrements m Residence Zones. 

The proposed text amendment addresses the concern that placmg schools m small, non­
tradttionallocations would expose residential areas to traffic, nmse, and cumulative effects from 
similar facilities In particular, sites wtth limited or no setback from nearby restdenttal properties, 
limited street frontage for student drop-off and pick-up, and limited space for off-street parkmg 
could Impose mappropnate and obJectionable conditions on surroundmg residential properties. 
In the past, stmilar concerns for pnvate schools m Residence Zones have been addressed through 
the special exception process. 

The proposed text amendment would support the Comprehensive Plan by matntaining the 
character of extstlng neighborhoods as well as enhancmg pubhc safety. Allowmg pubhc schools 
to be Sited on any residential property as a matter of nght would ehmmate formal opportunities 
for pubhc partiCipation and commuruty mput to alleVIate adverse Impacts through the special 
exception process. The proposed text amendment proVIdes a reasonable balance between the 
need for pubhc schools and the potential for harm to the character of existmg neighborhoods 
resulting from poor site selection The special exception process IS an effective tool balancmg 
these mterests and for mvolving the commuruty m land use deCisions. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Comrmssioner Cody Rtce 
at 202-544-3734. Comrmssioner Rtce has been authonzed to present testrmony on behalf of 
ANC6A 

On behalf of the Commission, 

~'{~ 
Joseph Fengler 
Chair, AdVIsory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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