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Attn. Ms Sharon Schellln 
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Re: Case Number 06-06 (Charter Schools -Text Amendment) 

Dear Ms Schelltn 

We are wnting this urgerrt letter because of our deep concern that 
you are mov1ng too qu1ckly on a matter that may have a profound 
1m pact on the ab1hty of fam1hes 1n the D1stnct of Columbia to 
access child care Unfortunately, we only JUSt learned about Case 
Number 06-06 The Mayor's Advrsory Committee on Early 
Chrldhood Development (MACECD) has never been contacted by 
the Office of Planmng concerning this case The pnmary m1ss1on 
of MACECD is to advtse the Mayor on polietes and practices that 
promote quality services for young children, therefore, our 
comments are solely based on the best Interests of the children 
and famll1es lwang an the Distnct of Columbia 
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On September 20. 2008 MACECD voted to oppose adoption of 
ZC Case 06..06 and to send thts letter. We believe that the Text 
Amendment be1ng cons1dered has not been sufficiently vetted or 
researched and the negative ramrfications have not been fully 
explored or presented. We would strongly urge the Commisston to 
reconsider tak1ng final actton on Case 06-06, regardtng the locat1on 
of public charter schools, small pnvate and parochial preschools 
and day care cerrters tn residential zones Ltmrttng access to such 
programs tn restdential areas would be counterproductive and 
precipitate a true emergency for famthes 1n the Dtstnct. 
Educational services are needed tn restdential areas so that child-
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ren can safely walk to school and locating these fac1llt1es 1n commercial areas would 
endanger our children. Schools and community-based early care and education 
fac1llt1es need to be v1ewed as v1tal cornerstones of our neighborhoods 

The fact that Dr. Clifford Janey, Supenntendent of DC Public Schools, has raised 
questions about th1s matter, should g1ve the Comm1ss1on reason to pause and reflect. It 
would be advisable and most appropnate for the Comm1ss1on to reject these proposed 
zomng amendments and start anew - 1n a way that fosters constructive public 
part1c1pat1on as well as Includes a comprehensive Impact study. We are therefore 
respectfully request1ng that you ask the Off1ce of Planmng to establish a deliberate and 
inclusive process for the development of amendments to the Zomng Code affecting 
public charter schools, small pnvate and parochial preschools and ch1ld development 
centers 

Thank you for your cons1derat1on of these comments. We look forward to heanng from 
you and work1ng w1th you to achieve an Improved amendment. Please feel free to 
contact Dawn Alexander, MACECD Lia1son, on (202) 835-1585 1f you have any 
comments or quest1ons. 

/~ 
yor's Adv1sory C ittee on Early Childhood Development 

llenne C. Johnso , Chairperson 


