
* * * District of CoJumbra Government 

May 19,2004 

Andrew Altman 
Office of Planning 
Suite4000 

Advisory Neighborhood Comm1ss10n 6A 
Box 75115 
Washington, DC 20013 

801 North Capitol Street, NE 
Waslnngton, DC 20002 

Re· Support for Re-Zorung MedLmk Stte 

Dear Mr. Altman, 

Our Comm.tsston proVIdes dns letter m support of a proposal by the Capttol Hlll Restoration SOCiety to re-zone 
the MedLmk Stte (708 Massachusetts Avenue, NE; Square 895, Lot 76) from RSD to RSB. The ANC 
recommends that the Office ofPlanmng subnnt tlns proposal to the Zorung Comm.tsston as soon as possible 

The subject property is located m ANC 6C nmnedl.ately across 8th Street, NE whtch serves as a boundary 
between ANCs 6A and 6C. 

This locatiOn 1S currently zoned RSD, while the surroundmg squares are zone4 R4 except for a portion of 8th 
Street between C Street and E Street, NE which is zoned C2A. St James Church, wluch shares the square wtth 
MedLmk, JS also zoned R4 Recent history mdtcates that the RSD zoning creates pressure for development that JS 

much denser than the surroundmg restdenttal, rowhouse neighborhood. Accordmg to the zorung code, RSD 
permJts matter-of-nght development of medtmn/lugh denstty. The RSD zone allows constructiOn up to 90 feet 
with 75 percent lot occupancy, whereas the R4 hnnt Is 40 feet and 60 percent lot occupancy By compmson, the 
tal1est histone portiOn of the eXIstmg hosprtal cornplexciS 53 feet. In addttion, RSD zonmg only requrres 1 parkmg 
space for every 3 residenttal umts 

If the property were re-zoned to R>SB, the he~ght hnnt would be 50 feet with 60 percent lot occupancy and 1 
parking space would be reqwred for every ~ residential uruts Accordmg to the zomng code, R5B permits matter­
of-nght developm~t of moderate density AddJt10nal height, denstty, and lot occupancy would be available 
through the Planned Umt Development (PUD) process The ANC bebeves that R5B zonmg IS more cornpauble 
wtth the surroundmg neighborhood, and that the PUD process would allow reasonable flextbibty while grantmg 
rest dents of the surroundmg area more opporturuty for mput m the development process Furthermore, R,SB 
zorung ts more bkely to be compatible with destgns that respect the surroundmg Htstonc Distnct and would 
recetve support from the Htstonc Preservation Revtew Board 

If you have any questions or need further mformat10n, you may contact Conumsstoner Rice at 20~-544-3734 

Respectfully yours, 

~~ 
Joseph Fengler 
Chatr, AdVIsory Neighborhood CommisSion 6A 

cc Councdmember Sharon Ambrose 
Gary Peterson, Capttol Htl1 Restoration Society ZONING COMMaSSaON 
Commissioner Robert Hall, Chatr Advisory Netghborhood Comnnssion 6C District of Colt"""b'a 
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