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MEDLINK HOSPITAL'S 
HUMBLE ORIGINS 

Institution has occupied Mass Ave. site for I 00 years 

Tloo .,.,.... wloogll Mos'*'-tts A-ad 
~~lntlw.s~loltJO.DCNic 
IAtwy·Wo ......... -L 
BY BRIAN KRAFT 

M «<UNK Hospital is d"' laceS< 
incarnation of an old instiru· 
tion with a roclcy history in 

Washington. The "Eastern Dispensary of 
the Disaia of Columbia" was first incor­
poratcdonApti114, 1888. For its first 17 
yean, the hospital oo:upied rented quar­
"'" at sevc:rallocations. 

In 1904, the B. F. Leighton House at 
708 Musaehuscta Ave., NE wu pur­
ehas<d for the hoopital by Fred W. Smith 
and n.eodore J. MeyeL Aftu some reno­
vations to the building, the hospiru 
moved in the foUawing yeaL The: hospi­
o:ahvaspermanendyincorporatcdin 1918 
wxkr the name "The Eastun Dispensary 
and Casualty Ho.pital. • 

A private institution that always pro­
vided a pw deal of c:lwio:able servioe, ea. 
sualty Hospital wu on the brink of obliv­
ion in 1925. "Casualty Hospital is to be 
abandoned." said Superino:ndent B. Brent 
Sandidge. Two months lata, che hospital 
was in che hands of severu prominent 
physicians and citiu:ns ofw.ashingtan, led 
by Dr. Joseph D. Rogcn, president of ehe 
Stan ron Polk Hospital. A capital campaign 
was launched and in 1928, work began 
on a new I 00-bc:d addition, built by the 
Wardman Consuuccion Company. The 
old building wu remodded at the same 
time, and the Evening Star ealled Casual-

ty Hospital "o"" of ehe most modem in­
stitutions of its lcind in the city. • 

Fundra.iMg liruarure from 1930 .» 
=ibed Casualty as "an emagency hospi­
tal, run by ehe people, in w!Uch no person 
shall be rdUocd emergency m«<ieal or sur­
gieal aeatment on a<XX>Wit of roa:, color, 
rd.igion, rcsidmoe or financial oondioon." 
Nonechdess, the new facility was for 
whires only. The 40-bed faeility for 
African Amerieans was loc:attd in the old 
Leighton house, the condition of which 
was quiddy detuioracing. Segrtgstion at 
the hospital continued unci! the 1950s. 

In the mid-1950> ehe old Leighton 
house came down, malcing rOOm for a 
$3.6 million wing whieh would bring ehe 
rota! number of beds up ro 238. Thac ex­
u:nsion, dedicated on April 30, 1960, 
strttehed all the way to the corner of Sev­
enth Street and M:waehweccs Avenue. 

The name was ehanged to Roger> 
Memorial Hospital in 1969. in appn:cia­
cion of the coneribucioru of the family of 
Or. Joseph D. Rogers, whieh had sup­
ported the hospital since its salvation in 
1925.ln 1976, the namewudunged to 
Capitol Hill Hospital. That ehange ac-­
companied another expansion, costing 
$13 million. 

. Much of the reporcing on the hospi­
tal m the 197Clswas in W,osl,ingtan'sblack 
press, rttkaing the imponancc of the lu­
pital to blade ~ngronians, as well as 
the demographics of the surrounding 
communities on Capitol Hill. On July 3, 
1976, the ~ngton Am>-Amcrican ed­
itorialized: "Long-cime ~ngton rcsi­
de.nts may have uncomplitr~Cnt:ary tr~Cm· 
ones of the northeast hospital when it was 
known as c.sual<y Hospital and the city 
~ divi~ res~ along stria racial 
lanes. QUce c:andidly, howeva, ehanges in 
policy and atcieude to iu patients and 
m«iieaa stall' haY<: been on the pn:>gr<ssi¥e 
trend in recent yean." 

On Feb. 25, 1991, Capitol H'J!I Hos­
pital"abrupdydosed its emergency room, 
smpped admiaing pacients and issued by­
off notie<s to employ«s, • aa:ord.ing co the 
WashingtOn POSL Growing financial loss­
es and the departures ofkey staff members 
fora:d the actions, aa:ording to the lu­
pi~'s owner sino: the early 1980s, M«i­
W>nc Healthc:are Group. Servkles wound 
down during 1991. before complete do­
sure in Doeembes of that year. 



In Febnwy of 1992, chc ficility wu 
sold 10 an iiWCS<Of goup.lod by Bd>co­
da podAtria Jltett Shin, 10 be used OS atl 

ac:uce ~ facility and owsing home. 
Mcd1JNK Hocpial. as it i$ now known, 
aatmpca!IO rdocue and~ way for 
raiclcntial da-dopmcnt. ln early 2002, 
!he hoopicallllod for Chap<cr 11 in U.S. 
Banluupccy Court. McdUNK is cur· 
rcndy oontinuing ia dfon tO da-dop res­
idential urua on chc site. 

BENJAMIN F. LEIGHTON 
Original owner of 
708 Massachusms Avenue, NE 

B. F. leighton was born in Pem· 
bro~ Maine, in 1M7. As a 17-y=-old 
soldier in the Firn Maine Cavalry, 
Leighton wu wounded, calwJ prisoner 
by the ConfederateS, and hdd for twO 

months in !he inF.mow Libbey Prison. 
Afta the: war he attendod business col­
qe and aught brid!y in Maine before 
oomin& 10 W:u!U~-.;ro<~ in 1873. Leigh= 
gnduaud &om thc National Law Sd>ool 
at the had of IUs cb.sa and was admiaed 
10 ""' bat in 1875. He immaliatdy cn­
ca..d into a ....,.,...ruJ pccal pnaicc. 

1n 1879, Lcisl>ton married Sar>h 
Adams Foos of Maine, a dcsccn<lcnt of 
the praidcnt Adams of ~usca:s. 
The Foos f.unily mo-.d £rom Maine and 
liwd with the Lcisl>ton> .. 1613 p Sc., 
NW; where they were mcordcd in the 
1880 census. There were chc newlyweds 
and her porents, Cyrus K. and Sarah 
Adams Foos (it was a>mmon u that limA: 
for mother and daughter <0 slurc a 
name), as wdl as the Foss's younger 
daus'>oer Louise, an artist. 

1n NoYcmbcrofl884, B. F. Lcisl>ton 
and c. K. Foss......., issued • building per­
mit k>r 708 MassachW<US Ave., NE. The 
house CXlCt about $8,000 (most houses at 

that limA: oost $1,000 to $2.000). It was 
designed by Julius CamuiUcr, a promi­
nent atdlitta who enjoy..lalong = 
in Wasbingron. It was a thrcc-nory brick 
suuaure, 40 C... acro4S and 38 feet dttp. 

with • bzgc sabk in back. 
The Fosscs .nd l.cisl>tons mo-.d iD-

10 the rc:sideJlo: in 1885. M.s. Foos died 
that J1mC 1= .. "&"' 75. c. K. Foos died 
in 189211 ogc: 81. louise Foos oontimd 
10 1M with the lcighrons. who had no 
children. The Lcigbtons livtd 11 708 
Mas..ehuscus for nearly 20 years. In 
1904, they sold 708 10 the Casualty Hoo­
pita! and Eastern Dispcnsaty. 

The m11l$iOM that would bcoome 
Em busy 
Row were 
being built :at 

thal rime, 
a n d 
Leighton 
eomm is ­
sioncdancw 
bouse at 
1715 22nd 
St., NW in 
Kalorama, 
jwtnorthof ...,.. L ,....._ .,. 
Mass1chu- wri.t-:'...!;;;:"--
scru Avenue. 

The tire-
less B. F. Lcisl>ton wu inYOived in nu­
merous cMc, business. and cduarional 
cndawa. Fot narly 40 ye:m. Leis~> ron 
was dan of the law ckpartmcnt of 
Howard UnMniry, retiring just months 
before his dath in 1921. He leaun:d on 
constitutional bw, conmcu, and other 
subjcca. In 1902. Leighton was cleacd 
pre1idcru of the Bar AssocUtion and was 
president of the Board ofTrwtees of 
Amcrian UnM:aity from 1914 10 1920. 

leighton was laM in real c:sncc 
from his euly days in W:u!Ungton. He 
was principolly n:sponsi>le for the: origi­
nal subdivision ofllrooldand. in North­
ast OC. in 1887, and irs subsequent im­
provement .nd de-;dopmcnt. In 1899, 
Leighton bought • &rm along ~rp 
Avenue in Marybnd, subdivided ic, >nd 
a1kd it "WoodsU:k."Thc Lcigbtons kept 
a summer home there for many )'C1tS in 
wb.t was Sil..:r Spring's fim suburb>.n 
~lopmcnt. • 
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